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Slain ambassador was member of local Chinook Tribe

Chinook Observer | Posted: Thursday, September 13, 2012 1:34 pm

CHINOOK — Slain U.S. Ambassador to Libya Chris Stevens and his family are members of the 
Chinook Indian Tribe, which has put out a call asking for prayers on their behalf.
Chinook Chairman Ray Gardner said Wednesday, “To all of the Chinook members and all the 
friends of the Chinook Nation I am hopeful that you will include the family of Chris Stevens the 
former Ambassador to Libya that lost his life while working towards bringing lasting peace to 
the region, in your prayers.”

Stevens’ mother Mary Commanday is the first cousin of Chinook tribal elders Catherine Herrold 
Troeh and Charlotte Davis, both of whom are well known in Pacific County, the historic 
homeland of the tribe that met Lewis and Clark at the mouth of the Columbia River. Willapa Bay 
resident John Herrold is one of Stevens' local first cousins.

“This will be a hard time for their family and they will need our prayers,” Gardner wrote.

Another family member, Joe Brown, posted this message on Facebook late Wednesday:
“My cousin Mary (Chris Stevens’ mom) got two very important phone calls today. One was from 
President Obama. The other was from from Ray Gardner, Chief of the Chinook Indian Nation, 
who told me, ‘I did call Mary Commanday and let her know that the prayers of the Chinook 
Nation are with all of your family during this difficult time. I will pass this information along to 
all of our members tomorrow and I will go down to the banks of the Willapa and give a special 
prayer for all of you. No better place to give prayers then on the banks of the rivers of our 
ancestors.’ We’re covered. Thank you, Ray Gardner, and klahowya.”
******************************************************** 
Reap, Chomp, and Stomp: The NS/S Harvest Festival

Note new date!

Join us for a fun-filled day as we celebrate harvest time at the NS/S Conservation Farm in 
Patagonia. Festivities include bean stomping, farm tours, crop harvesting, potluck, music and 
more!

Bring appropriate clothing, hat, water, plate and silverware, musical instruments, and a yummy 
organic dish to share.
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We'll see you on the Farm!
 
 
 
 
 Saturday, September 15, 2012
3 pm 'til the cows come home; potluck at 5:30 pm
Location:       NS/S Conservation Farm
 45 San Antonio Rd.
 Patagonia, AZ 85624

Directions:
From Tucson, take I-10 east for 25 miles and exit at Highway 83, the Sonoita/Patagonia turnoff. 
In the town of Sonoita, turn west (right) toward Patagonia onto Highway 82. After 12 miles look 
for the Patagonia sign. Take the next left onto San Antonio Road. The sign above the entrance 
reads Red Mountain Ranch. Drive across the wash. The large, green barn will be on the right.  
******************************************************************************
Wanna know the "dirt" on the best ways to farm or garden? Join us for the next NS/S 
Salon "How Do We Grow Our Food?" with some of our local farmers discussing their favorite 
growing methodologies, philosophies, and tricks of the trade. Growers  will weigh in during a 
panel discussion.

September 17, 2012  5 - 7 pm *** Note new time                                                         
@ NS/S Retail Store 3061 N. Campbell Avenue
 FREE
********************************************************************************      

California State Military Department
The California State Military Museum

Preserving California's Military Heritage

 California and the Indian Wars
The California Militia and “Expeditions Against the Indians”, 1850 - 1859

Extracted from Early California Laws and Policies Related to California Indians
By Kimberly Johnston-Dodds, California Research Bureau, California State Library, September 

2002

That a war of extermination will continue to be waged between the races, until the Indian race 
becomes extinct, must be expected. While we cannot anticipate this result but with painful 
regret, the inevitable destiny of the race is beyond the power or wisdom of man to avert.

Governor Peter H. Burnett, January 7, 1851 [1]

The Governors and the Militia

Article VII of the first California Constitution gave the Governor the power “to call for the militia, 
to execute the laws of the State, to suppress insurrections, and repel invasions.” [2] In his 
annual address to the California Legislature on January 7, 1851, Governor Burnett highlighted 
significant events that transpired during 1850, including “repeated calls…upon the Executive for 
the aid of the militia to resist and punish the attacks of the Indians upon the frontier.” [3] During 
1850, Governor Burnett called out the militia two times. The first order was prompted by 
incidents at the confluence of the Gila and Colorado rivers on April 23, 1850; in response, the 
Governor ordered the sheriffs of San Diego and Los Angeles to organize a total of 100 men to 
“pursue such energetic measures to punish the Indians, bring them to terms, and protect the 
emigrants on their way to California.” [4] The second instance occurred in October 1850, when 
Governor Burnett ordered the sheriff of El Dorado County to muster 200 men. The commanders 
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were instructed to “proceed to punish the Indians engaged in the late attacks in the vicinity of 
Ringgold, and along the emigrant trail leading from Salt Lake to California.”[5]

Governor Burnett explained calling out the militia as follows:

In these cases the [Indian] attacks were far more formidable, and made at point where the two 
great emigrant trails enter the State…occurred at a period when the emigrants were arriving 
across the plains with their jaded and broken down animals, and them destitute of provisions. 
Under these circumstances, I deemed it due to humanity, and to our brethren arriving among us 
in a condition so helpless, to afford them all the protection within the power of the State…

Had it been once known to our fellow citizens east of the Rocky Mountains, that the Indians 
were most hostile and formidable on the latter and more difficult portion of the route…and that 
the State of California would render no assistance to parties so destitute, the emigration of 
families to the State across the plains would have been greatly interrupted and retarded. [6]

From 1997 to 1999, the Sacramento Genealogical Society researched and compiled an 
extensive index of the State Militia Muster Rolls located in the California State Archives. [7] The 
California State Archives contain Muster Rolls or organizational documents for 303 units located 
in most California counties. Seventy-one of the militias were located in San Francisco.[8] After 
exhaustive review and crosschecking of 70,000 registered names, the researchers determined 
that approximately 35,000 men were listed on the Muster Rolls (attendance records). [9] Muster 
Rolls may exist in other county or local archival repositories. The California State Archives does 
not have Muster Rolls for Colusa, Fresno, Glenn, Imperial, Inyo, Kern, Kings, Lake, Madera, 
Mendocino, Merced, Modoc, Riverside, San Benito, and Ventura counties for the period 1851 to 
1866.
 
From the state archival record, it is impossible to determine exactly the total number of units and 
men engaged in attacks against the California Indians. However, during the period of 1850 to 
1859, the official record does verify that the governors of California called out the militia on 
“Expeditions against the Indians” on a number of occasions, and at considerable expense, as 
Tables 1 and 2 indicate.

Table 1: “General Recapitulation of the Expenditures incurred by the State of California 
For the Subsistence and Pay of the Troops, composing of the different Military 
Expeditions, ordered out by the Governor, during the Years 1850, 1851 and 1852, For the 
Protection of the Lives and Property of her Citizens, and for the Suppression of Indian 
Hostilities within her Borders.”

 

 Expeditions Against the Indians

  Amount
 Mariposa and Monterey   $259, 372.31
 First El Dorado  101,861.65
 Second El Dorado   199,784.59
 Los Angeles and Utah  96,184.60
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 Trinity, Klamath and Clear Lake   34,320.08
San Diego “Fitzgerald Volunteers”   22,581.00

 Siskiyou “Volunteer Rangers”   14, 987.00

 Gila “Colorado Volunteers”  113,482.25

 Amount paid in War Bonds by Paymasters  1,000.00

 Total Amount
 $843,573.48

Source: Comptroller of the State of California, Expenditures for Military Expeditions 
Against Indians, 1851-1859, (Sacramento: The Comptroller), Secretary of State, California 
State Archives, Located at “Roster” Comptroller No. 574, Vault, Bin 393.

The California Legislature and the Militia

In April 1850, the California Legislature enacted two laws: An Act concerning Volunteer or 
Independent Companies, [10] and An Act concerning the organization of the Militia. [11]
The Volunteer Act provided that citizens of any one county could:

• organize into a volunteer or independent company;
• arm and equip themselves in the same manner as the army of the United States;
• prepare muster rolls (attendance records) twice a year; and
• render prompt assistance and full obedience when summoned or commanded under the 

law.[12]

The lengthy Militia Act established in great detail the organization, ranks, rules, duties and 
commutation fees (fees in lieu of service) that governed state military service. All “free, white, 
able-bodied male citizens, between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, residing in [the] 
State” were subject to state-mandated military duty.[13] Important provisions relating to the 
delegation of authority to command and call out troops provided that:

• · the Governor was the commander in chief of all the forces in the state;
• · the Legislature elected four Major Generals, eight Brigadier Generals, one Adjutant 

General and Quarter Master General (with Brigadier General rank);
• · the Governor commissioned all of the officers under the Act, who then took the oath of 

office prescribed by the California Constitution;
• · the State Treasurer initially was the ex officio Pay Master; and
• · upon the Governor’s orders, the Sheriffs of each county were responsible to call the 

enrolled militia. [14]

In 1851, two laws set the rates of pay for the troops. [15] As shown in Table 2, Federal 
authorities considered the rates exorbitant in comparison to compensation to federal troops. [16]

Table 2 details the State’s expenditures for expeditions from 1854 to 1859.

Table 2: Expeditions Named in the Act of Appropriations by Congress made March 2, 
1861

 Expedition
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 Year

 Amount Allowed by California*

 Amount Allowed by United States**

 Amount Disallowed by United States Shasta Expedition 1854  4,068.64
 1,261.38

 2,807.26
 Siskiyou Expedition 1855   14, 036.36

 6,146.60
 7,889.76

 Klamath & Humboldt Expedition 1855  99,096.65
 61,537.48

 37,559.17
 San Bernardino Expedition 1855  817.03

 419.99
  397.04

 Klamath Expedition 1856  6,190.07
  2953.77
3,237.30

 Modoc Expedition 1856   188,324.22
 80,436.72

 107,887.50
 Tulare Expedition 1856  12,732.23

 3,647.25
  9,084.98

 Klamath & Humboldt Expedition 1858 & 1859  52,184.45
 31,823.94

  20,360.51
 Pitt River Expedition



 1859  72,156.09
 41,761.54

  30,394.55
 Total

    $449,605.74
  $229,987.67
  $219,618.07

Source: Comptroller of the State of California, Expenditures for Military Expeditions Against Indians, 
1851-1859, (Sacramento: The Comptroller), Secretary of State, California State Archives, Located at “Roster” 
Comptroller No. 574, Vault, Bin 393.
*Amount submitted to the United States for reimbursement.
**Amount actually paid by the United States.
 

Table 3 sets forth the twenty-seven California laws that the State Comptroller relied upon 
in determining the total expenditures recapitulated in the official report. The total amount
of claims submitted to State of California Comptroller for Expeditions against the Indians was 
$1,293,179.20.

Table 3: Laws and Joint Resolutions Passed Relative to the Indian Wars in the State of California 
1851-1859                                                                                                                                    

Legislation
  Date 
  Page
 
  Description of Act or Joint Resolution
 Statute
  1851
  489
 
  Creating William Foster & William Rogers Pay Masters
 Statute
  1851
  402
 
  Creating James Burney Pay Master to pay Troops
 Statute
  1851
  520
 
  To negotiate a loan for the War Fund $500,000
 Joint Resolution1851
 530
 
  To Establish Forts on our Borders
 Joint Resolution1851  532
 
   Directing Adjutant General to enter names on Muster Roll
 Joint Resolution1851  534
 
   Reference to the payment of claims and informal transfers 
        in writing
 Joint Resolution1851
 535
 
  Reference to the payment of certain claims in the Gila  
      Expedition
 Joint Resolution1851 538
 
  Authorizing the Pay Master of the Gila Expedition to pay 
      claims
 Joint Resolution1851 539
 
  For the Benefit of the Citizens of Los Angeles County

 
 
 
 
 
  Statute
 1852
 
 
  59
 
  Authorizing the Treasurer to issue Bonds for $600,000
 Statute 1852
 
  61
 
 Authorizing and requiring Board of Examiners to settle with 
      William Rogers
 Statute 1852
 
  250
 
  For the relief of James S. Bolen
 Statute 1852
 
  261
 
  For the relief of Jacob C. Kore
 Statute 1852
 
  262
 
  For the relief of John G. Warrin
 Statute 1853
 
    79
 
  For the relief of Thomas A. Wilton, M.D.
 Statute 1853
 
    95
 
  To pay troops under Captain Wright S. McDermott 
      $23,000
 Statute 1853
 
    97
 
 For the relief of Beverly C. Sanders
 Statute 1853
 
 130
 
 For the relief of John C. Johnson
 Statute 1853
 
 134
 
 Additional War Fund $23,000



 Statute 1853
 
 154
 
 For the relief of A.D. Blanchard and Samuel Stephens
 Statute 1853                177
 
 Secretary of State constituted one of the Board of 
      Examiners
 Statute 1853
 
 177
 
 Providing for the pay and compensation of Major James 
      Burney
 Statute 1853
 
  200
 
 For the relief of John Brown $1,150
 Statute 1853
 
  225
 
 Payment of the Fitzgerald Volunteers
 Statute 1853
 
  268
 
 For the relief of John W. Jackson
 Joint Resolution1853  310
 
 General Statement of War Debt to be made out
 Statute 1854
 
  171
 
 For the relief of Powell Weaver

Source: Comptroller of the State of California, Expenditures for Military Expeditions Against 
Indians, 1851-1859, (Sacramento: The Comptroller), Secretary of State, California State Archives, 
Located at “Roster” Comptroller No. 574, Vault, Bin 393.    
 
******************************************************************************
Nevada Diabetes Association shared a link.

Single gene cause of insulin sensitivity may offer insight for treating diabetes
medicalxpress.com
The first single gene cause of increased sensitivity to the hormone insulin has been discovered by 
a team of Oxford University researchers.
******************************************************************************
Kalamazoo, Mich., the City That Pays for College
www.nytimes.com
Thanks to mystery donors, every kid in Kalamazoo, Mich., who completes high school wins a 
college scholarship. Will that help the city’s economy?
******************************************************************************

Haskell’s athletic programs put on probation through 2014 / LJWorld.com
www2.ljworld.com
The Haskell Indian Nations University men’s and women’s athletic programs have been placed 
on probation through 2014 for “violations involving ineligible players,” according to the website 
of the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics, or NAIA.
******************************************************************************
Attachments: 2012 ITCN Convention.pdf
Hello,  Attached is this year’s Convention information. Help get the information out to 
individuals who may be interested in providing a Workshop. We need Culture and Language 
Workshops. Something interesting!  Also, there is a Vendor Application. Please distribute to 
any interested Native Craft Vendors. 

Thanks.    Janine Barlese <itcn-hsfis@sdi.net>      see below 
******************************************************************************  
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