
Journal #3504 from sdc  11.12.15
Code Talkers From 33 Tribes Receive Congressional Gold Medals
Birds saved centuries old documents in their nests (metkere.com)                                                                
Undelivered letters shed light on 17th-century society
Sho-Ban News's video                       
Take Real StEPs to Improve Your Organization                                                                                      
Funding Opportunities  - U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development                                             
Nigerians Building Fireproof, Bulletproof, And Eco-Friendly Homes With Plastic Bottles And Mud     
Tribes gather at Capitol to protest water bottling deal                             
Carlos Santana sends a message to Lakota Country                                                                                 
Landmark Klamath Basin Water Agreement Is on Verge of Collapse                                                             
How Water Is Reshaping the West                  
Fight Drought With Recycled Water Beer Sourced From NASA                                                                            
Climate change might force this Native American tribe off of the land it’s been on for generations


 
 
 Code Talkers From 33 Tribes Receive Congressional Gold Medals

This morning at 11 a.m., Native American code talkers from 33 tribes were honored at the 
nations Capitol in Washington D.C.
indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com
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Birds saved centuries old documents in their nests (metkere.com)
During the restoration work in the Assumption Cathedral built in early XV century in 
Zvenigorod Russian archaeologists found numerous birds’ nests built throughout…
en.metkere.com|By Elia Kabanov
******************************************************************************
Undelivered letters shed light on 17th-century society
Thousands of pieces of correspondence, many still unopened, were stored away by Dutch 
postmaster and are now being examined by academics       theguardian.com|By Maev Kennedy
******************************************************************************
Sho-Ban News's video.     Sho-Ban News

Sage Point Singers sing "Soldier Girl" for U.S Army Veteran Damonica Dixey Shelton during the 
Fort Hall Casino Veterans Powwow November 7 at the Shoshone-Bannock Hotel & Events 
Center in Fort Hall. 
****************************************************************************** 
Take Real StEPs to Improve Your Organization 

Is your organization moving in ten different directions without clear priorities? Have resources 
dried up, leaving a stagnant organization with no direction at all? StEPs can help! Enroll your 
organization in StEPs before November 30th and choose a free AASLH Technical Leaflet bundle 
download (value $22.50).

StEPs can help history organizations in so many different ways. Click here to read what StEPs 
members have to say about their experiences with the program.

StEPs is AASLH’s Standards and Excellence Program for History Organizations. It helps 
small- and mid-sized museums and history organizations, including all-volunteer ones, assess 
policies and practices, manage daily operations, and plan for the future. StEPs uses a workbook, 
an online community with hundreds of resources, and certificates to help your organization 
identify its strengths, weaknesses, and opportunities for improvement. With self-assessment 
questions and a three-tiered Basic, Good and Better plan-of-attack, StEPs allows your 
organization to make take real steps toward improvement, all at your own pace.

The $175 one-time StEPs enrollment fee never expires (annual institutional membership 
required the first year and must remain active to continue earning Bronze, Silver and Gold 
certificates). In addition to the easy-to-use workbook, valuable benefits include workshop and 
webinar discounts plus access to the StEPs website that offers sample documents plus the 
electronic version of the workbook.  

For more information about the Standards and Excellence Program for History Organizations, 
visit the AASLH website or contact Cherie Cook, senior program manager, at cook@aaslh.org or 
573.893.5164.

P.S. Congratulations to The Greeneville-Greene County History Museum, whose hard work and 
progress in StEPs caught the attention of the local news this week.
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*************************************************************************************  
'Without affection,' J.V. Milne once wrote, 'the schoolroom is a hard, forbidding place. With love, 
it becomes the next best place to home.'
****************************************************************************************************
Promise Zones Update: Funding Opportunities | Peer-to-Peer Conference 
Call | Promise Zones in the News

Funding Opportunities                                                                                                                  
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development                                                               
2015 Self-Help Homeownership (SHOP) Program

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development announces the availability of 
$9,977,500 of FY2015 Self-Help Homeownership Opportunity Program (SHOP) grant funds. 
SHOP funding is intended to facilitate and encourage innovative homeownership opportunities 
on a national and geographically-diverse basis. The program supports self-help housing 
programs that require a significant amount of sweat equity by the homebuyer toward the 
construction or rehabilitation of his or her home. Volunteer labor is also required.

Eligible applicants for SHOP funding include national and regional non-profit organizations and 
consortia with experience facilitating homeownership opportunities on a national, 
geographically-diverse basis through the provision of self-help homeownership housing 
programs. Applicants must propose to use a significant amount of SHOP grant funds in at least 
two states and may award SHOP grant funds to local non-profit affiliate organizations to carry 
out the Grantee's SHOP program.  These affiliate organizations must be located within the 
Grantee's service area. Individuals are not eligible to apply for SHOP grant funds.



SHOP units must be decent, safe, and sanitary non-luxury dwellings that comply with state and 
local codes, ordinances, and zoning requirements, and with all other SHOP requirements, 
including but not limited to, the requirements for energy-efficiency, water conservation and 
accessibility. The SHOP units must be sold to homebuyers at prices below the prevailing market 
price.

Deadline Date: January 4, 2016

View the NOFA.

More information is available on the HUD website.

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

Juvenile Reentry Assistance Program (JRAP)

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development announces the availability of 
approximately $1.75 million for the Juvenile Re-entry Assistance Program (JRAP) to support 
successful transition to the community by reducing barriers to public housing, employment, and/
or educational opportunities.

This NOFA provides funding for Public Housing Authorities (PHAs) who have established a 
partnership with a legal aid organization, university legal center, public defender's office, or other 
legal service organization that is a non-profit and has experience providing legal services to 
juveniles (including expungement and/or sealing the juvenile and/or adult criminal records) for 1) 
current public housing resident youth up to 24 years old who have a criminal record and/or 2) 
former household members (who are youth up to 24 years old) of current public housing 
residents who, but for their criminal record, would be living in public housing. These services 
must be in accordance with state law.

Bonus Points: In support of certain inter-agency initiatives, HUD awards bonus points to 
projects where the preponderance of work will occur in a designated zone, community or region. 
These points will be awarded only if the application otherwise meets or exceeds the 
Program's minimum fundable score based on the rating factors of this NOFA.

HUD encourages activities in communities with Preferred Sustainability Status (PSS) and/or 
Promise Zones (PZ), HUD will award two (2) points for qualified activities within a designated 
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zone or area and supporting either or both initiative(s). In no case will HUD award more than 
two bonus points for these activities. 

To receive Promise Zones Bonus Points, applicants must submit form HUD 50153, 
Certification of Consistency with Promise Zone Goals and Implementation, signed by the 
Promise Zone Official authorized to certify the project meets the criteria to receive bonus points. 
To view the list of designated Promise Zones and persons authorized to certify, please go to the 
Promise Zones website. Please refer to page 17 of the NOFA for more information.

Deadline: January 4, 2016

View the NOFA.

More information is available on the HUD website.

U.S. Department of Labor

Training to Work 3 – Adult Reentry Grants

The U.S. Department of Labor announces the availability of approximately $20 million in grant 
funds authorized by the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) and the Second 
Chance Act of 2007 for Training to Work 3 – Adult Reentry.

This Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) provides the opportunity for organizations to 
develop and implement career pathways programs in demand sectors and occupations for men 
and women, including veterans, and people with disabilities, who are at least 18 years old and 
who are enrolled in work release programs (WRP). Additionally, grantees must provide a 
strategy to prioritize services to veterans that are in these WRPs. Career pathways are 
frameworks that help to define and map out a sequence of education, training and workforce 
skills training resulting in skilled workers that meet employers’ needs. Career pathways link and 
coordinate education and training services in ways that enable workers to attain necessary 
credentials and, ultimately, employment. T2W3 is aligned with the Department’s goal to make 
our Federal employment and training programs more job-driven.

Priority Consideration Points: As a participant in the Promise Zone Initiative, DOL is 
cooperating with the Department of Housing and Urban Development, Department of 
Agriculture, and nine (9) other federal agencies to support comprehensive revitalization efforts 
in 20 of the highest poverty urban, rural and tribal communities across the country. Applicants 
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that submit a certification (HUD Form 50153) signed by an authorized representative of the lead 
organization of a Promise Zone designated by HUD or the Department of Agriculture supporting 
the application will receive 2 priority consideration points. To view the list of designated Promise 
Zones and lead organizations, please visit the Promise Zones web page. Please refer to page 2 
of the NOFA for more information.

Deadline: January 15, 2016

View the NOFA.

More information is available on the DOL website.

National Endowment for the Arts

The Citizens' Institute on Rural Design (CIRD) has issued a request for proposals to rural 
communities interested in applying for funding to host a community design workshop in either 
2016 or 2017.

The Citizens’ Institute on Rural Design is a National Endowment for the Arts leadership initiative 
in partnership with the U.S. Department of Agriculture and Project for Public Spaces, Inc., along 
with the Orton Family Foundation. CIRD provides communities access to the resources they 
need to convert their own good ideas into reality.

CIRD offers annual competitive funding to six small towns or rural communities to host a two-
and-a half day community development and design workshop. With assistance from a wide 
range of design, planning, and creative place-making professionals, the workshops are intended 
to bring together local leaders from non-profits, community organizations, and government 
agencies to develop actionable solutions to the communities’ pressing development challenges.

The communities will receive additional support through webinars, conference calls, and web-
based resources on www.rural-design.org.

Deadline: Proposals must be submitted by 11:00 PM EST on January 12, 2016.

The Request for Proposals is posted on the CIRD website.

Upcoming Webinars
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CIRD staff will also offer two pre-application assistance webinars to answer questions and guide 
interested applicants in assembling their proposals.

Date and Time: Tuesday November 10, 2015 at 3:00 PM EST and Thursday, December 10, 
2015.

Participation in each call is free. Please register for the conference call.

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

Rural Gateway Peer-To-Peer Conference Call
A Discussion of the Border Community Capital Initiative
Date and Time: November 17, 2015 at 2:00 PM EST
Sponsor: Office of Rural Housing and Economic Development

Join us on November 17, 2015 for a Peer-to-Peer conference call to discuss the Border Capital 
Community Initiative. The Border Community Capital Initiative (BCCI) is a collaborative effort 
between the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture - Rural Development (USDA-RD) and the U.S. Department of the Treasury's 
Community Development Financial Institutions Fund (CDFI Fund) designed to increase access 
to capital in the U.S./Mexico border region which includes some of the poorest communities in 
the country. Specifically, it provides direct investment and technical assistance to community 
development lending and investing institutions that focus on affordable housing, small business 
and community facilities to benefit the residents of colonias.

In 2014, HUD awarded $2 million to boost job growth and business opportunities along the U.S. 
- Mexico border. During the peer to peer conference call, participants will have an opportunity to 
hear from the grantees: Accion Texas; Affordable Homes of South Texas; Community Resource 
Group, Inc.; Tierra Del Sol Housing Corporation; and the International Sonoran Desert Alliance.

Participants will learn more about:

• The Border Community Capital Initiative (BCCI) General Overview
• FY 2013 Funded BCCI projects
• The types of activities implemented
• Expected performance outcomes
• Public and Private sources of funding to carry out projects
• Project challenges
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• Best practices and lessons-learned
Please RSVP by email to rhed@hud.gov no later than 10 AM EST on November 13, 2015. 
Please include your name, organization, city, and state. Participants will have an opportunity to 
ask questions after the presentation.

CDFI Funding for CED and CED-HFFI Projects Webinar

The recording and materials for the CDFI Funding for CED and CED-HFFI Projects Webinar, 
which took place on October 22, 2015, are now available.

The materials from this webinar can be accessed on the CDFI Funding for CED and CED-HFFI 
Projects Webinar page, which you can also access from the CED Leveraging Additional 
Funding Resources page. The materials include the presentation slides and a transcript. The full 
audio visual recording will be available shortly.

Promise Zones In the News

• Department of Education Press Release:  Obama Administration Names 9 Communities 
Chosen As Finalists for Pilot to Improve the Outcomes of Disconnected Youth

•
• Courier Post: Camden Bridging Digital Gap

****************************************************************************************************
Nigerians Are Building Fireproof, 
Bulletproof, And Eco-Friendly 
Homes With Plastic Bottles And 
Mud

These colorful homes are bulletproof, 
fireproof, and can withstand 
earthquakes. They also maintain a 
comfortable temperature, produce 
zero carbon emissions, and are 
powered by solar and methane gas 
from recycled waste.

Credit: Andreas Froese/ECOTEC

Read More: http://
www.trueactivist.com/nigerians-are-

building-fireproof-bulletproof-and-eco-friendly-homes-with-plastic-bottles-and-mud/?
utm_source=af&utm_medium=ta&utm_campaign=af
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• Earthship Biotecture - Radically Sustainable Buildings
The Ultimate in Green Buildings. Thermal, solar heating and cooling, solar and wind 
electricity, contained sewage treatment, catchwater. recycled materials.
earthship.com 

• Garbage Warrior Full Length Documentary
Michael Reynolds' concept and adventure.For the past 35 years, he's been developing 
sustainable housing free of any energy dependence and came up with this w...
youtube.com 

• Heineken’s Lost Plan To Build Houses Out Of Beer Bottles
In the 1960s, Heineken proposed a novel idea: rectangular &quot;World&quot; bottles 
that could double as bricks for affordable housing. And it's not...
Co.Design 
************************************************************************

Tribes gather at Capitol to protest water bottling deal
People gathered at the Oregon State Capitol building in Salem to protest a proposed business 
agreement between the State of Oregon and Nestle that would allow Nestle to access water in the 
Columbia River.
kval.com
******************************************************************************
Carlos Santana sends a message to Lakota Country                       vimeo.com
******************************************************************************
“A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability and beauty of the biotic 
community.  It is wrong when it tends otherwise.”  Aldo Leopold, 1949, A Sand County 
Almanac.
********************************************************************************
Landmark Klamath Basin Water Agreement Is on Verge of Collapse
Circle of Blue WaterNews

A comprehensive water deal in the basin will guarantee water for the refuges. ... before meeting 
the Pacific Ocean near fog-shrouded Crescent City, California. 
************************************************************************************************************
How Water Is Reshaping the West           NOVA Next

Werner works for Northern Water, a public utility that delivers water to parts of eight ... As 
recently as the 1990s, he notes, California built Diamond Valley, the ...              
************************************************************************************************************* 
Fight Drought With Recycled Water Beer Sourced From NASA    PSFK (blog)     
********************************************************************************************
Climate change might force this Native American tribe off of the land it’s been on for 
generations            RAVEN RAKIA      
 *********************************************************************************
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