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At Last, Native American Tribes Can Prosecute Non-Native Domestic Abusers
Defense Bill Passes, Giving Sacred Native American Sites To Mining Company
NPS_ELDERS_FORMAL_STATEMENT
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Colorado River Day Focused on Conservation, Education

At Last, Native American Tribes Can Prosecute Non-Native Domestic Abusers

WASHINGTON -- Two years after Congress reauthorized the Violence Against Women Act,
Native American tribes can finally take advantage of one of the law's...
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Defense Bill Passes, Giving Sacred Native American Sites To Mining Company
WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Senate passed a measure authorizing the nation’s defense programs

Friday, and along with it managed to give lands sacred to...m.huffpost.com
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Displaying 1024-AD84_NPS_ELDERS_FORMAL_STATEMENT.pdf.

The Creator created the People of the Earth into the Land and gave us a Way of Life. This
Sacred Way of Life has been passed down generation-to-generation since the beginning of
the Creation of Life. The sanctity of this Way of Life has been violated and abused b

etople who are living without regard for the well-being of Mother Earth and our colYective
uture.

May 20, 2015
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Formal Statement to National Park Service Regarding the Proposed Rule:

Gathering of Certain Plants or Plant Parts by Federally Recognized Indian Tribes for

Traditional Purposes - Regulation Identifier Number (RIN) 1024-AD84

These comments reflect the wisdom of Elders and Medicine People from across this land coming
together to collectively exercise, defend and protect their rights on matters impacting their Way

of Life and the Natural World. As the Original Stewards of this Land, we are offended by the
lack of sensitivity that is continually demonstrated to our position by federal agencies and we are

discriminated against by having to respond in black and white with a foreign language that is
not ours and does not convey the full depth of our concerns.

Indigenous Peoples are the Original Caretakers

As the original stewards of this land, we are fully aware of our responsibility to care for the life
of All Creation. We are committed to upholding our responsibility to maintain peace, balance
and harmony with one another and the natural system of life. Since the beginning of Creation,
we have lived in harmony with the natural world, preserving the balance required to uphold the
natural systems that we all need to survive. We work to maintain our way of life in order to
ensure that these natural systems are protected for the future generations of all peoples and

All Life.

B

The proposed National Park Service (NPS) Rule fails to adequately respect and address the
needs of Indigenous Peoples who are living their way of life. First, it promotes conflict within
our communities and with other Indigenous Nations, by narrowly defining who is allowed to
actively participate in the gathering of plants for traditional purposes. It takes away the right of
Indigenous Peoples to fully participate in their cultural customs, by placing the authority over a
key aspect of their way of life in the hands of others. To assume that some designated
government agent has the knowledge or the authority to determine which uses are traditional

is absurd, ignorant and disrespectful. Placing NPS staff, or a designated individual in charge of



making those decisions is not only inappropriate, it represents a complete denial of the rights of
individual Indigenous Peoples to fully live their way of life, which violates both domestic and
international law. Indigenous Peoples from all Nations travel great distances to gather plants,
ceremonial items and all that is necessary to live their way of life. To restrict access “to [only]
those Indian tribes traditionally associated with specific park units” reveals that the National
Park Service does not understand the Indigenous Peoples, nor do they grasp the deeply

intricate sacred relationships necessary to uphold our way of life. In addition, the impacts of

global climate change on plant location and availability was not taken into consideration.

The Proposed NPS Rule fails to meet the requirements of consultation under both domestic and
international law. Holding listening sessions on a previous draft of the proposed policy is not
consultation. Consultation involves face-to-face, open dialogue. It involves a two-way
discussion and it requires the free, prior and informed consent of the people. Free, prior and
informed consent provides a space for the peoples impacted to say “no”. The way that the
United States has been conducting consultation is nothing more than an informational session
and a form of dictatorship. It does not meet any of the requirements that have been clearly
outlined by law. True consultation requires the Government to come to every Indigenous
Nation and the peoples impacted by these decisions and have a face-to-face, open dialogue
with them to ensure consensus before proceeding.

This Rule fails to acknowledge and consider the excessive burden the additional restrictions,
including the illegal policies and procedures as written, places on Indigenous Peoples who do
not speak English, or write in English, or those who will never relinquished their sacred
responsibilities to a designated person. In this way, the United States has failed to adequately
inform or include the traditional Indigenous Peoples who will be the most impacted by this
Rule.

Indigenous Peoples are the sole authority on their own culture and way of life

Determining the size and quantity of the plants or plant parts that may be gathered and
removed, identifying the times and locations where the plants or plant parts may be gathered,
and the traditional uses for these plants is not the role of the National Park Service. You cannot
regulate the sacred. Our sacred relationship with these plants, and the ceremonies and customs
connected to them, is an essential part of our spiritual way of life. It is at the heart of our
relationship with the Creator and our sacred relationship with All Life. Every plant is sacred. We
keep our sacred places and knowledge hidden, to protect them from exploitation or

desecration. It is only when a sacred area, or our sacred way of life, is threatened or revealed



will it be identified and interpreted by the Indigenous Elders and Medicine Peoples. When these
places are threatened, we will come forward and provide direction to the federal agencies on
how to conduct their activities to prevent damage, destruction and desecration. Those born

into this way of life understand that it is our responsibility not to give away the inherited rights
of our future generations to those who do not value and understand our way of life. The issue
of having the Superintendent and then the Regional Director determine which practices are
traditional is perhaps the most arrogant and egregious addition to this proposed rule. The
Superintendent and/or Regional Director is not an expert on the traditional practices of every
Indigenous culture. To assume that he or she has the ability or the authority to assume the role
of medicine person or spiritual leader for every Indigenous culture is not only ridiculous but
causes harm and is disrespectful and inappropriate. To place the Superintendent and/or
Regional Director and/or designated person between the Creator and the Indigenous Peoples is
a direct violation of our rights. We, Indigenous Peoples of this Land, are the sole authority on
our own culture including the use of ceremonial objects or any part of the natural system that is

under the Creator’s Natural Law.

Aboriginal Indigenous Peoples have felt and seen first-hand the destructive impacts

to our way of life and the natural environment caused by the National Park Service’s
decisions and actions

The United States of America forcibly removed Indigenous Peoples from so-called National Park
Lands and prohibited them from living their way of life, by making it illegal to hunt, gather food
and medicines and conduct sacred ceremonies in the locations where these practices are held.
These forced relocations, restrictions, prohibitions and limitations on access continue today.
Indigenous Peoples were removed by military force under the threats of violence and death.
These same threats continue to this day. The removal of the Indigenous Peoples, and the
ongoing violations of treaties and other agreements have continuously allowed the illegal
exploitation of the land and animals. This has been a constant practice since the newcomers
arrived on this land. The United States has existed for only 239 years, but in that time they have
destroyed much. An unending parade of laws and policies has continued to restrict and
eliminate the rights of Indigenous Peoples to participate in their traditional and cultural way of
life, and to live peacefully on their homelands. These federal actions have contributed to the
genocide of the Indigenous Peoples, to the loss of culture, and the exploitation and degradation
of the natural environment. The destruction of the land has been the result of mismanagement
and over use by Industry, which has been sanctioned by the Federal Government. To assume

that the NPS is better qualified to protect and manage these lands than Indigenous Peoples has



no foundation or basis in fact. The actions of the Indigenous Peoples have not contributed to
the destruction or overuse of these lands so to force restrictions on those who have protected
these lands and maintained a balanced relationship with these lands, due to the destructive
behavior of others is simply another imbalanced and misguided decision. The restrictions
should be placed on the activities of the National Park Service and their contractors rather than
Indigenous Peoples.

The steady violation of Indigenous cultural and human rights, through the forced restriction and
regulation of our Indigenous way of life is a direct assault on our survival as Indigenous Peoples.
The continuous taking, appropriation and misuse of our lands and the rise in violations on our
cultural and traditional rights represent a return to Termination Era policies.

Indigenous peoples have the right to their traditional medicines and to maintain their health
practices, including the conservation of their vital medicinal plants, animals and minerals.
-United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Article 24

The current NPS Regulation, 36 CFR2, Resource Protection, Public Use and Recreation is out of
date and out of step with the contemporary position on Indigenous Rights. Since the inception
of the 1983 regulation, the United States has adopted a number of legal requirements to

consult with and protect the rights of the Indigenous Peoples of this Land, under both domestic
and international law. For example, The American Indian Religious Freedom Act states that: “it
shall be the policy of the United States to protect and preserve for American Indians their
inherent right of freedom to believe, express, and exercise the traditional religions of the
American Indian, Eskimo, Aleut, and Native Hawaiians, including but not limited to access to
sites, use and possession of sacred objects, and the freedom to worship through ceremonial

and traditional rites.” A critical part of providing these protections includes meaningful
consultation with “native traditional spiritual leaders.” Additional statutory consultation and
access requirements can also be found in the Archeological Resource Protection Act; the

National Historic Preservation Act (16 U.S.C. 470, Section 110); Executive Order 13007; and,
the Native American Graves Repatriation Act (25 U.S.C. 3002) as outlined in 43 CFR part 10 §§
10.3,104, 10.5, 10.6. In addition, to these domestic laws, the United States is bound by several

international laws that require meaningful consultation with Indigenous Peoples prior to
undertaking any action that may affect their rights and interests. For instance,

Recommendation 23 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
calls upon states to ensure that Indigenous peoples have equal rights in decisions directly

relating to their rights and interests, requesting that no action be taken without the proper

consultation and the free, prior and informed consent of the Indigenous peoples affected.



Articles 1 and 27, of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, afford these
populations the right to self-determination, which includes the right to enjoy their own cultural
and religious practices. Article 1,3,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,15,18,19,20,24,25,26,27,28,29,31,32,37,
38,40 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples are all relevant
legal obligations for instance Article 19: “States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with
the indigenous peoples concerned through their own representative institutions in order to
obtain their free, prior and informed consent before adopting and implementing legislative or
administrative measures that may affect them.” The National Park Service must consider and
comply with these and all additional relevant legal obligations.

Indigenous Peoples have maintained their historical, cultural and spiritual relationship with the
land since the beginning of Creation. The alleged goal of this new rule is to remove prohibitions
placed on that relationship in order to allow resumed access. The goal to remove prohibitions is
not served by creating new illegal regulations on those practices. This does not undue the
earlier harm it only furthers the United States destructive actions to Indigenous Peoples and
their way of life. The appropriate step would be to remove the prohibitions placed on
Indigenous Peoples completely, not to create new rules that allow restricted access that

defeats traditional purposes. And, there must be adequate training of all NPS staff to ensure
that they understand the rights of Indigenous Peoples. We must be allowed to follow our way
of life unrestricted, without harassment and disrespect from NPS staff and without so-called
National Park Fees.

Indigenous Peoples have obligations and responsibilities that go beyond man-made
domestic and international laws

Protection of what we hold Sacred as Indigenous Peoples surpasses domestic and international
laws; it also requires adherence to the Creator’s Law, a Law that is indivisible and creates the
spiritual foundations for our Way of Life as Indigenous Peoples and Nations. We must adhere to
the Creator’s Law and protect and maintain these sacred places and sacred holdings and honor
their sacred purposes. The Creator’s Law does not change so our obligations and

responsibilities have not and will not change.

To legitimately include authentic indigenous knowledge is to include the Indigenous
Peoples, who are the true keepers of that spiritual knowledge throughout the entire process
especialiy when decisions are being made

It is not prudent for Indigenous Peoples to provide federal agencies with information on sacred
places, plants, minerals, medicines, knowledge and all other sacred holdings until a mutually

acceptable and fully responsible system has been established. Our knowledge is for us to



protect and not for federal agencies to control or abuse. By creating defined parameters and
designated individuals, the Federal Government assumes control over those practices, by
determining who is allowed to engage in a cultural way of life and what that way of life might
be. This is illegal and unacceptable. This proposed rule creates restrictions on traditional usage
by requiring designated individual(s) to determine what uses are appropriate. It also restricts
access by requiring reliance on that individual to gather the plants and/or plant parts needed
for those traditional uses, which may include the taking of traditional sustenance and
subsistence foods.

We will not be divided by terminology like federally recognized and federally non-recognized.
We see this as a way of dividing the Indigenous Peoples

There have been no provisions made in the rule for Indigenous Peoples from federally
non-recognized nations, such as the Council of the Original Miccosukee Simanolee Nation
Aboriginal Peoples, and other legitimate Aboriginal Indigenous Nations. The United States is
obligated under several international instruments to provide for free religious practice for all
Indigenous Peoples. Provisions have been made under NAGPRA and other federal instruments
for recognizing the rights of Indigenous Peoples who are not federally recognized. This also
needs to be done in regard to religious freedom. Limiting the practice to only federally
recognized tribes is problematic. There are many Indigenous Nations in this country that are
not recognized by the federal government, yet they retain their aboriginal and indigenous rights
under International law, both written and common law. To deny them their traditional rights is

a direct violation of law, and it is racist and divisive.

We, Aboriginal Indigenous Nations of the Peoples have been planted on our lands, with sacred
instructions and responsibilities placed within us by the Creator, to follow the Laws of the
Creator

We, the Indigenous Peoples, are united under the Creator's Law as United Indigenous Nations,
to protect and extend Life for all future generations. We are from various Indigenous Nations
and are spiritually related. We have a great responsibility to our children and All Life that must
be honored and upheld. The covenant we have with the Creator requires us to consider the
impacts of our decisions on the Creator's Creation and the impact these decisions will have on
the future of life. The Indigenous Elders, Medicine Peoples, Spiritual Leaders, Wisdom Keepers,
Spiritual People and Those Who Carry Great Responsibilities for Their People will continue to
fulfill their responsibilities to provide a future for the coming generations of life and must be

included in all planning and decisions affecting the natural system of life.



We have much more to say but this discriminatory process has limited us to responding in black
and white with a foreign language that does not allow us to convey the full depth of our
concerns.

Chief Arvol Looking Horse

Bobby C. Billie, 19th Generation Keeper of the Sacred Clan Leader and Spiritual Leader
White Buffalo Calf Pipe Council of the Original Miccosukee
Spiritual Leader The Great Sioux Nation Simanolee Nation Aboriginal Peoples

Leland Grass, Dine’ Traditionalist

Faith Spotted Eagle, Tunkan Inajin WinBrave Heart Society )
Grandmother/Headswoman & Ihanktonwan Treaty Council
Ihanktonwan Dakota from the OcetiSakowin 7 Council Fires

-ADDITIONAL SIGNATURES TO FOLLOW-
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On July 24 in 1971 John D. Loudermilk’s “Indian Reservation (The Lament of the Cherokee

Reservation Indian)” by the Raiders hit number one on the Billboard chart and went on to
become the biggest selling single in the history of Columbia Records. (Dennis M)
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Robert Wood Johnson Foundation: Evidence for Action: Investigator-Initiated Research to
Build a Culture of Health

Evidence for Action: Investigator-Initiated Research to Build a Culture of Health supports
research on the impact of innovative programs, policies, and partnerships on health and well-
being, and on novel approaches to measuring health determinants and outcomes. Click above to
learn more about the funding guidelines and application process.

Bringing Theory to Practice Project

The Bringing Theory to Practice Project (BTtoP) encourages and supports colleges and
universities in reaffirming their core purposes and developing sustainable campus cultures to
support the advancement of higher learning and discovery, the well-being of the whole student,
and higher education's mission as a public good to deepen and sustain the civic society. Click
above to learn more about the application guidelines.

National Funding

Tom's of Maine S0 States for Good - Support for Grassroots Organizations Nationwide

The Tom's of Maine 50 States for Good initiative supports grassroots organizations throughout
the country working to do good in their communities. In 2015, the program will provide grants of
$20,000 each to a grassroots nonprofit organization in every state and the District of Columbia.
Any individual 18 years of age or older is eligible to nominate a nonprofit organization for
consideration. Eligible organizations must be valid 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organizations in good
standing that are community-based. (National organizations are not eligible.) The deadline for
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submitting online nominations is August 26, 2015. Visit the 50 States for Good website to review
the official rules and to submit a nomination via the website, Twitter, or Instagram.

Environmental Partnerships in the U.S., Canada, and Mexico Funded

Commission for Environmental Cooperation: North American Partnership for
Environmental Community Action

The Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) facilitates collaboration and public
participation to foster conservation, protection, and enhancement of the North American
environment. The North American Partnership for Environmental Community Action
(NAPECA), an initiative of CEC, provides grants to nonprofit organizations and non-
governmental organizations in the United States, Canada, and Mexico that focus on sustainable
communities and urban initiatives at the grassroots level. Strategic priority areas include the
following: climate change mitigation and adaptation, green growth, and sustainable communities
and ecosystems. Proposals must be submitted by August 26, 2015. Visit the CEC website to
download the Call for Proposals.

Travel Grants Promote International Performing Arts Collaborations

Association of Performing Arts Presenters: Cultural Exchange Fund

The Cultural Exchange Fund, an initiative of the Association of Performing Arts Presenters, is a
travel subsidy program that assists U.S.-based presenters in building partnerships with
international touring artists, companies, and their collaborators. The focus of the program is on
increasing presenters’ knowledge of international performing artists based outside the U.S. and
the cultural context for these artists’ work. In promoting cross-cultural arts programming, travel
to Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East is strongly encouraged. The maximum
amount awarded per individual organization or artist is $2,000. Group travel subsidies of three or
more presenters are also available, with a maximum award of $10,000. All applicants must be
members of the Association of Performing Arts Presenters. The application deadlines for the
2015-2017 funding cycle are August 28 and October 30, 2015, and April 29 and October 28,
2016. Applications must be submitted online through the Association of Performing Arts
Presenters website.

Community Autism Services Supported Throughout the U.S.

Autism Speaks Family Services Local Grants

The goal of Autism Speaks is to change the future for all who struggle with autism spectrum
disorders. The focus of Autism Speaks Family Services Local Grants is three-fold: to promote
local services that enhance the lives of those affected by autism, to expand the capacity to
effectively serve this growing community, and to increase the field of service providers across
the country. Local Grants of up to $5,000 are provided to service providers throughout the
United States addressing the areas of education and training, recreation and community
activities, and young adult/adult services and technology. Both nonprofit and for-profit
organizations are eligible to apply. Local Grants are divided into Chapter, Regional, and
Neighborhood Grants, depending on the location of the service providers. The application
deadline for all Local Grants is September 28, 2015. Visit the Autism Speaks website to learn
more about the application process.

Regional Funding
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BBVA Compass Foundation Funds for Charitable Organizations in Eight States

The BBVA Compass Foundation supports nonprofit organizations that are making a positive
impact in the communities the bank serves in Alabama, Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida,
New Mexico, New York, and Texas. The Foundation gives priority to requests that best reflect
the following focus areas: community development/financial literacy, education, health and
human services, arts and culture, environment and natural resources, and diversity and inclusion.
Online applications are due September 30, 2015. (Prior to submitting a grant request,
organizations interested in applying are invited to join one of the Charitable Contributions
Process Conference Calls/Webinar Presentations to be held on July 24, August 21, and
September 11.) Visit the bank’s website to learn more about the Foundation’s guidelines and
application process.

Healthcare Georgia Foundation - Grants for Direct Health Services in Georgia

The mission of the Healthcare Georgia Foundation is to advance the health of all Georgians and
to expand access to affordable, quality healthcare for underserved individuals and communities.
The Foundation’s current grantmaking priority areas include the following: Addressing Health
Disparities, Promoting Health and Preventing Disease, Expanding Access to Affordable Quality
Care Services, and Strengthening and Sustaining Health Nonprofit Organizations. The
Foundation’s Direct Services Grant Program will be accepting applications until 3 p.m. EST on
August 27,2015. Visit the Foundation’s website to review the application materials and submit
an online application.

Support for Upper Midwest Organizations Addressing LGBT Issues

Philanthrofund Foundation

Philanthrofund Foundation (PFund) is dedicated to building communities in the Upper Midwest
states of lowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wisconsin where lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people are celebrated and live free from discrimination,
violence, invisibility, and isolation. PFund provides grants to nonprofit organizations in the
Upper Midwest that address the following pillars of social justice: Achieving Equal Rights;
Ensuring Access, Safety, and Security; and Creating Power Through Community. Grants of up to
$10,000 are provided, with most grants falling in the $3,000 to $5,000 range. The application
deadline is September 1, 2015. Visit the PFund website to download the grant guidelines and
application form.

Delta Dental of Illinois Foundation - Oral Health Programs for Illinois Children Funded

The Delta Dental of Illinois Foundation works to improve the oral health of the residents of
Illinois. The Foundation's Community Grants Program supports nonprofit organizations,
government agencies, and public schools that offer programs that address the oral health of
children. Preference is given to programs that focus on the following two key priority areas: oral
health education and awareness, and access to oral health, with emphasis on programs that also
educate and inform. Grants range from $1,000 to $10,000. Applications may be submitted
between August 3 and September 8, 2015. Visit the Delta Dental of Illinois website to review the
Community Grants Program Philosophy and Guidelines.

Federal Funding
Department of Housing and Urban Development - Downtown Housing Projects Supported
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The HOPE VI Main Street Grant Program provides support to small communities to assist in the
renovation of historic or traditional central business districts or "Main Street" areas by replacing
unused commercial spaces in buildings with affordable housing units. The application deadline is
August 27,2015.

Program Helps Housing Residents Achieve Self Sufficiency

Department of Housing and Urban Development

The Resident Opportunity and Self Sufficiency (ROSS) Service Coordinators program assists
residents of public and Indian housing in making progress towards economic and housing self-
sufficiency. The program provides support to hire Service Coordinators to assess the needs of
housing residents and link them to supportive services that enable participants to increase earned
income, reduce or eliminate the need for welfare assistance, and make progress toward achieving

economic independence and housing self-sufficiency. The application deadline is Aug 31, 2015.
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In Retrospect: (didn’t know this was happening):

Colorado River Day Focused on Conservation, Education
July 24,2015 - Troy Wilde, Public News Service (NV)

LAS VEGAS - As part of Colorado River Day on Saturday, some young people in Nevada are
calling on Gov. Brian Sandoval to continue his support for policies that will help ensure the
survival of the Colorado River.

Maria-Theresa Liebermann, coordinator of the Latino advocacy group Nuestro Rio, said her
organization is releasing a video featuring youth volunteers interviewing a public information
officer at the Southern Nevada Water Authority about conservation successes.

"They were able to see how in the past few years, because of the steps taken by the Southern
Nevada Water Authority, they have been able to reduce water usage as the population has
grown," she said.

The Water Authority reports that it captures and reuses more than 90 percent of all indoor water.
The Colorado River has endured more than a decade of drought, leaving water levels at its two
primary reservoirs, Lake Mead and Lake Powell, at historic lows.

Colorado River Day marks the 94th anniversary of the Grand River being renamed the Colorado.

Liebermann said educating young people about the enormous challenges facing the river is
critical for future generations.

"And so you need to have the generation that will be severely affected by a lack of water
advocating for finding solutions now, states taking relief now, as opposed to waiting for it to just
keep getting worse," she said.

The Colorado River supports human life, wildlife, agriculture and recreation in Nevada, Arizona,
California, Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming. Nuestro Rio is online at nuestrorio.com.
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