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Keep It in the Ground Action Camp
The deadline has been extended to April 20th! Please see below and join us at this awesome skill
share opportunity in Colorado this May!

To avoid catastrophic climate change , scientists estimate that approximately 80% of proven
fossil fuel resources need to stay in the ground. From May 7th -12th, national and regional
organizations will be hosting the Keep It In The Ground Action Camp to support action training,
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leadership development and capacity building for a stronger climate justice movement in the
Rocky Mountain West. Our work together will focus on campaigns and strategies to keep fossil
fuels in the ground - ending the leasing of public lands and waters for drilling and mining;
stopping proposed fossil fuel infrastructure and development; and the rapid transition of our
existing extraction-based economy to one that is sustainable, just, and based on 100% clean
renewable energy. Organizations that are a part of the steering committee include: 350.org,
Center for Biological Diversity, Greenpeace, Rainforest Action Network, The Ruckus Society,
and WildEarth Guardians.

Topics covered will include:

e Regional and national campaign updates

e Arts and Creative Visuals for social change

. Strategic use of Non-Violent Direct Action (NVDA) and Civil Disobedience (CD)

e Action planning and logistics

e Communications and Media Strategies

e Allyship, partnership, and coalition building

e power/privilege dynamics and collaboration
We are asking interested participants to fill out a brief application - and time is short! Please fill
out this Google Form by April 20th if you are interested in attending.

Food and basic lodging (camping, or simple dorm-style beds) will be covered for each
participant. We have limited travel scholarships available, please note that on your form if you
need travel support. We are still finalizing the full program, but ideally ask that participants
commit to the entire time if possible. Saturday, May 7th would be a travel day with a group
dinner/intros in the evening. Thursday, May 12th will be an actual federal auction of fossil fuel
leases outside Denver, and Saturday May 14th will see a community-led action on fracking.
These actions are part of the global Break Free From Fossil Fuels wave of actions, and and will
allow camp participants to put skills into action alongside the broader community. Learn more
about the actions at: https://co.breakfree2016.org/

Spread the word - and fill out the application by April 10th! We hope to respond to participants
by mid-April.
Mr. Ian Zabarte

KA KRR AR AR AR R A AR A AR A AR A AR A AR A AR A AR A AR A AR A AR A AR A AR A AR A AR AR h A Ak Ak hkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkhhkhkhkhkhkkkhkkkkhkhkkhkkx

Black Indian Lives of the Past and Present: A Dialoque |
Thursday, April 21 at 6:30 PM

Relations between African Americans and Native Americans have been complex. While some
nations enslaved black men and women, others welcomed runaways in their villages and towns.
African Americans were integrated into and fought alongside the Seminoles in Florida, but
Buffalo Soldiers battled American Indians after the Civil War. All along, mixed families were
formed, embraced, or rejected.

Anthropologist Robert Collins and historian Tiya Miles will explore and help us understand the
complexities, tensions, intimacies, alliances, and legacies of the interrelated histories of African
Americans and Native Americans.
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This program is brought to you by the Lapidus Center for the Historical Analysis of Transatlantic
Slavery.

Watch on livestream .

@SchomburgCenter | #BlackindianLives
Free! Register
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Parliament members to NFL: Change Redskins name or ...
www.cbssports.com/.../parliament-members-to-nfl-chang...

CBSSports.com

Feb 24,2016 - With the Washington Redskins set to play a game in London in ... from two
members of British Parliament in regards to the Redskins name.

U.K. pols urge NFL to change Washington name - ESPN.com

espn.go.com/.../two-members-british-parliament-urge-nfl-change-washin...
Feb 24,2016 - British pols: Change Washington name or send different team to .... resolutions or
issued statements condemning "Redskins" as a racial slur.

British lawmakers object to NFL's Redskins playing in ...

www.foxnews.com/.../british-lawmakers-object-to-nfis...

Fox News Channel

Feb 25,2016 - Two British lawmakers have written to NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell to
complain about the nickname of the Washington Redskins ahead ...

Redskins' trip to LLondon draws objection from British ...

https://www.washingtonpost.com/.../redskins-trip-to-lo...

The Washington Post

Feb 24,2016 - Redskins' trip to London draws objection from British Parliament ... racial slur to
the UK this autumn, when the Washington team is due to play, ...
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Stanton, Robert Brewster, 1846-1922

Robert Brewster Stanton papers, 1851-1960 [bulk 1890-1950]

Manuscripts and Archives Division | MssCol 2860

Robert Brewster Stanton (1846-1922) was a civil and mining engineer, who as chief engineer of
the Denver, Colorado Canyon and Pacific Railroad Company led a survey party through the
Grand Canyon in 1889-1890. The collection includes... more

Found in

Series VIII. Maps » 5. U.S. Geological Survey Map, Nevada, Arizona, St. Thomas-reprint
Series I. Correspondence Relating to the Grand Canyon and the Colorado River » Wilson, J. W.

[early associate of Stanton's on the Colorado]
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Water Wars Threaten America's Most Endangered Rivers
Brian Clark Howard, National Geographic

Conflict over water is intensifying, as shown by these 10 rivers at risk. Some solutions are in
sight.
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How Climate Change Tore Apart a Native American Community in the Bayou

By Daniel Rivero, Fusion

I here used to be much more to this island.

When the land was still arable, there were communal gardens. Watermelons, figs, fruit trees. A
schoolhouse and a dance hall (which also served as a community center) once stood on the
main avenue. Behind the houses, locals say, there used to be a forest, and the tribal elders
knew which trees and shrubs to cull for medicine. Otters, armadillos, racoons, and rats were
good for hunting, their furry hides used for clothing. And with fresh water on one side of the
island and salt water on the other, the fishing was bountiful.

Those days are long gone for Isle de Jean Charles, a farflung island deep in southern
Louisiana’s bayou country.

Today, ramshackle houses line the island’s sole avenue, many dilapidated after repeated
flooding. Most are now up on stilts as high as 16 feet. Many are empty.

Due to a combination of climate change and human factors, only about 320 acres of Isle de
Jean Charles remain above water out of what was once about 22,400 acres, according to state
reports—a decline of 98%. lts population, which once peaked at around 400, has been whittled
down to about 80. The otters and armadillos have fled for higher ground, and so have all the
young people.

Chief Albert Naquin, a traditional leader of the Native American tribe that has inhabited the
island since the early 1800s, has already fled, and for years he has been persuading holdouts to
follow him into exile.

“We were thinking this global warming thing was coming in the future, but doggone, it's
happening now” the chief told me recently.

Chief Albert, like every other member of the Isle de Jean Charles Band of the Biloxi-Chitimacha-
Choctaw, is now officially an American climate refugee. In January, in response to the island’s
ongoing environmental crisis, the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
allocated $48 million to relocate the island’s entire native population to a “resilient and
historically contextual community” on higher ground, miles inland. Those who have already fled
will be included in the plan.
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It marks the first time the federal government has offered to relocate an entire population due to
climate change and rising sea levels.

The plight of Chief Albert’s tribe seems to confirm some of the worst predictions about the future
of climate change. For years, environmental justice advocates have argued that the impact of a
changing environment will hit the most vulnerable people first and worst. Just this month, the
White House issued a report which found that “climate change will have the largest health
impact on vulnerable populations,” including “those with low incomes” and “Indigenous peoples.”

In other parts of the country, like Miami and Boston, governments are spending millions to
protect real estate development along the coasts from the increasingly real effects of global
warming.

But down here in the bayou, rather than protecting, it seems the government is keen on buying
the poor Native Americans out.

All that remains of the home Chief Albert grew up in are a few fence posts peaking above the
waters that have overtaken the property.

“You can’t walk on there,” he recently told me. “And we used to have a house there. We used to
pass cars there.”

It was in 1974 when he first saw the writing on the wall. Hurricane Carmen left 11 inches of
water in the home. His furniture was ruined, he remembered. All the appliances he had acquired
as a newlywed were destroyed. Mold and rot set in. The decision was clear: rebuild his life on
the island or get out.

So the chief, a burly man with a boyish grin and knuckles like the tusk of an elephant, bought a
piece of land a few miles away on the mainland. “Since 1974, I've never lost a piece of furniture
due to a hurricane,” he said proudly.

The same can’t be said for other members of his tribe. Time and time again, the homes have
been flooded as the island has steadily been slinking into the Gulf of Mexico. For about 15 years
now, he has been trying to convince his people that it is time to say goodbye to the island, to no
avail.

Finally this year, with news of HUD’s resettlement agreement, he was able to get nearly
everyone on board to leave the island.

Nearly everybody. A few tribe members are so rooted to the island and its traditions that they
still don’t want to leave.
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One of the first things | saw when turning the bend on Island Road was a pair of homemade
signs reading in part: “We are not moving off this island. If some people want to move they can
go. But leave us alone.”

Edison Dardar, 67, who wrote and signed them, walked out to the car and offered a defense.
“This is ours. We paid our taxes on it,” he said. He walked back towards his home, grabbed a
bucket and looped back around. “See dat,” he asked in his thick drawl, hinted with the French
Creole that is still a first language to most of his generation. A small handful of shrimp were in it,
an early morning catch. “That’s what we got on this island. | go from that, what else | got?”

Nothing can take him from here, he said. He’s lived here his entire 67 years, like his father who
lived here for 91 before him. One day he will die here, he said without reserve.

All of the young people tend to move out as soon as they can and look for jobs on the mainland,
locals say. It already has the feel of a ghost town. The road to the island has been raised and
repaired three times since it was built in the 1950s, but it still sees periodic flooding because of
high tides. Now, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will not repair the road
again, nor will it pay for damages done to residents’ homes.

Under the HUD agreement, residents fear the government is wiping its hands of any disaster
relief funds for rebuilding on the island. They are still eligible for federal dollars appropriated by
Congress after disasters, but already complain that in recent years the payouts have been
severely slashed. Residents can keep their current homes as second residences, but once that
big storm comes, they fear no more money for rebuilding will be allocated.

Plans drawn up for the resettlement site include homes, a commercial center, a community
center, agricultural land, a space for aquaculture, and even a cemetery. The land it will one day
occupy has yet to be decided upon, but it will be somewhere north of Houma, the nearest city,
about 25 miles north. (“We have to go far enough because we seen the predictions” of coastal
erosion, said the chief.)

The exact timeline for the construction and the move is unclear.

Regardless of when it happens, the current situation has already taken a toll on the tribe. It’s
harder than ever to make a living off the land. Religious services no longer take place on the
island. Siblings, sons, and daughters have been separated from their families. Some weeks,
Chief Albert hardly has a chance to pass by to engage with the community. In a very real way,
residents say, the community has ceased to be as close-knit as it once was.

“I best be for the move, because I'd hate us to lose more than we already have,” said Chris
Brunet, 50, a lifelong resident, reluctantly acknowledging that he is willing to move away.
“Whenever you're faced against Mother Nature or the Gulf of Mexico, what is it you can do?”



The tragedy of Isle de Jean Charles is a man-made, climate change-induced disaster. The list of
culprits for the current situation is a tangle of causes and effects, at times difficult to distinguish.
But the end result is in line with the worst predictions of a future marked by climate change:
vulnerable coastal populations displaced and left behind.

Long ago, when the Mississippi River had its annual flood, huge amounts of sediment used to
be deposited through the marshes of southern Louisiana. Over millennia, those deposits built up
the wetlands, creating high ridges and islands in some areas. Geologically, this is how Isle de
Jean Charles came to be.

But a historic disaster changed that, spurring human development that would fundamentally
change the region’s environment. In 1927, the Mississippi experienced the worst river flood in
the nation’s history, killing over 250 people. The national disaster lead to the federal government
building the longest system of levees in the world to control the river and prevent future floods.

“Since they levied the Mississippi after the Flood of 1927, all of that sediment is being thrown off
the continental shelf and not into the bayou,” said Mart Black, director of the Coastal Restoration
and Preservation department of Terrebonne Parish, the local government.

“Essentially, it’s all being wasted,” said Black.

Without the annual inflow of silt coming from the river, erosion and land loss has become an
accelerating problem in the region.

Particularly vulnerable to this changing reality are the Native American communities in southern
Lafourche and Terrebonne Parishes, an area which includes Isle de Jean Charles, according to
a 2014 Tulane University report detailing the impact of land loss.

In fact, while Isle de Jean Charles is an extreme outlier, other areas in the stress zone have
already lost up to 40% of their populations, while areas just to the north are seeing significant
population gains, according to a 2015 state report.

“Louisiana must reshape underdeveloped, high-ground corridors in anticipation of future
population and economic growth,” found the state report, which aligns with the resettlement
effort that is underway at Isle de Jean Charles.

Yet there are many other factors at play besides the damming of the Mississippi.

As the flow of freshwater and silt from the Mississippi has been cut off, saltwater has been
moving in and taking its place, compounded by rising seasonal tides and tropical storms that
locals say have been getting more violent and more frequent in recent years. When the
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saltwater pushes deeper into the bayou, the freshwater-dependent marsh grasses die, and
those patches of semi-solid ground wash away into the waves.

Oil companies carving up lines through the marsh for drilling have made more areas susceptible
to erosion, as more surface area is exposed to the salt water. Locals, without much other
industry to speak of besides fishing, have come to depend on payments from the oil industry to
supplement their own livelihoods.

Taken together, it explains why this part of Louisiana accounts for the vast majority of wetland
loss in the continental United States.

In an effort to combat the loss, the 92-mile long “Morganza to the Gulf” levee system is currently
under construction. The multi-billion dollar project, when completed, will stand as a massive feat
of engineering, with special flood gates that can either let water in or out, as needed. Efforts to
secure federal funding for the project have repeatedly stalled, so local governments have taken
on the project alone.

“If we wanted to build it in our lifetime, we figured we’d have to tax ourselves to do it,” said
Black, of Terrebonne Parish.

The only problem is, Isle de Jean Charles is not included in the final plans for the project.
Currently, the remaining sliver of land is barely on the wrong side of the only major engineering
effort currently underway to halt the land loss crisis. It has been written off, even by those who
could save it if they could.

“We’re stressing with the feds— that’s where we gotta put our money,” said Black, pointing to the
area on a regional map, color coded according to current status, projected erosion impacts, and
different restoration efforts. “There’s not much protection out there.”

So what does that mean for anyone living out there in the “not much protection” zone? | ask
Black.

“l would say: ‘get the hell out of there,” he said.

Sitting underneath a wooden gazebo at his home a few miles from the island, Chief Albert of the
Biloxi-Chitimacha-Choctaw tribe talked frankly about the federal and state government’s plan for
the area.

“There’s no plan in the master plan to restore,” he said, referring to Louisiana’s $10.3 billion
Coastal Master Plan, which is separate from the HUD relocation funds. “And restoration— even
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if it was started today — it would take 60 years to be equal to rebuilding what’s already washing
away.”

The fact that the proposed resettlement site on the mainland will have a cemetery will be
important to the tribe, since there are ancestors currently buried on the island. While it’s on
some of the highest ground available, it is still highly at risk.

“My grandparents might be underwater someday, but hopefully | won’t be,” said the chief. “And
when that happens, that’s what this will be. A whole new beginning for us.
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Jackie Davis-Cawelti with Norrine Smokey-Smith and Angeline Smokey.
April 12 at 11:06am -

Anyone recognize these
ball players? I found in
our garage from my
parents old pictures. The
basketball says
Gardnerville Indians, no
date other pics with it are
dated 1963-1970s.
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HUD'’s Fiscal Year
2016 Indian
Community
Development Block
Grant Notice of
Funding Availability has
been posted on
www.Grants.Gov . Below
is the link for additional
information.

http://www.grants.gov/
search-grants.html?
agencyCode%3DHUD

Applications are due by
6/14/16.
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Natchez Chiefs!
Can you name

them?
Skeskeosk sk sk sk sk sk sk skeoskeoskeskoskk

Army Corps
announces
$7.5M in
funding for
dredging
Eureka Times
Standard
Millions of dollars
from the U.S.
Army Corps of
Engineers will
allow for dredging
needed to correct
unusually heavy
winter shoaling that has nearly closed the entrance and channels of Humboldt Bay. The
Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation and Conserv... 8 hrs ago
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Tribe’s | r: Clim han hr ns water li
Desert Sun
As chairman of the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians, Jeff Grubbe looks at the supply of

water from the Colorado River and sees an uncertain future, in part due to climate change.
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“[T]he eagle feather is a symbol of such high honor in the tribal community...it should not be

viewed as a violation of the graduation ceremony dress codes.”
http://lastrealindians.com/wa-state-recognizes-right-of-na.../

WA State Recognizes Right of Native American Students to Wear Eagle
Feathers at Graduation...

On Jan. 29,2016, Washington State Superintendent of Public Instruction Randy...
lastrealindians.com
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PAIUTE LANGUAGE BOWL
April 21, 2016

10:30am-1:30pm
UNR Campus, Joe Crowley Student Union
(4*" floor Great/Good room)

Join us in celebrating the achievements our students have made in their Paiute language classes
with a friendly competition. The Language Bowl is an opportunity for our students to encourage
each other in preserving and revitalizing the Paiute language.

. Keynote speaker
. Meet & Greet luncheon
. 2nd year recognition

Contact: Rhonda Knight, Indian Education Specialist
rknight@washoeschools.net
775-789-4672
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