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SAMPLE of collections from the Rocky Mountain Online Archive
Archives at University of Denver
Navajo woman's woolly wish is granted in McElmo Canyon

That hand is not the 
color of yours, but if 
I pierce it, I shall 
feel pain. If you 
pierce your hand, 
you also feel pain. 
The blood that will 
flow from mine will 
be the same color as 
yours. I am a man. 
God made us both.  
– Chief Standing 
Bear

SAMPLE of collections from the Rocky Mountain Online Archive
http://rmoa.unm.edu/results.php?kt=american+indian&search=Search

OK, gang, here’s a good excuse to stay in the air conditioning and eyeball the following.  This 
is only a sample; there are 1197 entries,,,,,have a great time,  sdc

Inventory of the LaDonna Harris Papers and Americans for Indian Opportunity Records, 
1953-2010
607 terms found (view terms found in context)
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The collection consists of documents from LaDonna Harris' life as an activist and from AIO's 
four decades of operation as a non-profit organization involved in advocacy and development 
projects related to the needs and rights of Native Americans.

Repository: University of New Mexico Center for Southwest Research
Inventory of the Sophie D. Aberle Papers, 1913-1987
343 terms found (view terms found in context)
This collection documents the professional and personal interests of Sophie D. Aberle. There is 
an abundance of research materials pertaining to the Pueblo and Navajo Indians, as well as 
general Native American issues, including relocation. Records pertaining to Aberle's tenure with 
the United Pueblos Agency, the Commission on the Rights, Liberties, and Responsibilities of the 
American Indian, and the National Science Board are included in the collection.

Repository: University of New Mexico. Center for Southwest Research.
Guide to the Theodore Hetzel papers, 1924-1991
303 terms found (view terms found in context)
Papers, notes, and printed materials about Native Americans. Includes Theodore Hetzel's journals 
and speech transcripts documenting and advocating for the rights of Indians of North America.

Repository: Fort Lewis College. Center of Southwest Studies
Guide to the Theodore Hetzel photographs, 1954-1989
233 terms found (view terms found in context)
Black and white photoprints of Native Americans and Native American communities around the 
United States, and of Theodore Hetzel and other members of the Indian Rights Association and 
other groups advocating for Native American rights.

Repository: Fort Lewis College. Center of Southwest Studies
Inventory of the Ruben Cobos Collection of Southwestern Folklore and Folk Music, 
1930-2013        215 terms found (view terms found in context)
The collection consists of 591 recordings of folk songs, folklore and local histories collected by 
Ruben Cobos from 1944-1974 in northern New Mexico and southern Colorado. Also included 
are 270 additional recordings of selected music - a few from New Mexico, many from Mexico 
and Latin America, and others from Spain, Europe and the U.S.

Repository: University of New Mexico Center for Southwest Research
Guide to the WPA New Mexico Collection, 1936-1940
209 terms found (view terms found in context)

Repository: New Mexico History Museum. Fray Angélico Chávez History Library.
Inventory of the Manuel Archuleta collection of Pueblo Indian, Navajo and Hopi music, ca. 
1940-1970
206 terms found (view terms found in context)
The collection contains Native American music from San Juan, San Felipe, Laguna, Taos and 
Zuni Pueblos, as well as the Navajo and Hopi. The songs were recorded in the 1940s by Manuel 
Archuleta, of San Juan Pueblo.
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Repository: University of New Mexico Center for Southwest Research
Inventory of the Documents from the Archivo General de La Nación de México and other related 
archives, 1520-1878
204 terms 
found (view terms 
found in context)
The collection 
contains selected 
Spanish 
documents copied 
from the Archivo 
General de La 
Nación and other 
archives in 
Mexico City, with 
related 
transcriptions and 
notes. The 
collection is 
mainly focused on 
the colonial 
history of New 
Mexico and New 
Spain, with some 
materials for the 
Caribbean, Latin 
America and the 
U.S. Borderlands.

Repository: University of New Mexico Center for Southwest Research
Finding Aid of the Papers of Ruth M. Underhill, 1854-2007
197 terms found (view terms found in context)
This collection holds the papers, photographs, motion pictures and sound recordings of Ruth 
Murray Underhill. Ruth Underhill was an anthropologist who primarily studied the Nations of 
the American Southwest. She wrote numerous books on Native Americans and helped to dispel 
many myths about their culture. She also was a Professor of Anthropology at the University of 
Denver and assisted the Denver Museum of Natural History (now the Denver Museum of Nature 
& Science) with their anthropology exhibits in the 195Repository: 
Inventory of the American Indian Oral History Collection, 1967-1972
188 terms found (view terms found in context)

The American Indian Oral History collection contains recorded interviews with and about Native 
Americans. There were 904 recordings collected by the University of New Mexico between 
1967-1972. The bulk of the interviews contain oral traditions and recollections from Navajos and 
Pueblos. Transcripts are available for most of the recordings.
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Repository: University of New Mexico. Center for Southwest Research.
Guide to the RG-02, IAIA Printed Matter, 1959-Present
180 terms found (view terms found in context)
RG-03, IAIA Printed Matter consists of creative writing publications, exhibit catalogs, 
brochures, newsletters, flyers, and other printed matter related to the Institute of American Indian 
Arts.

Repository: Institute of American Indian Arts
Inventory of the Zdeněk Salzmann Arapaho Indian research papers, 1851-1986
178 terms found (view terms found in context)
Collection contains published background material on Arapaho and North American Indians, 
Zdeněk Salzmann’s research notes, a card file for an English-Arapaho dictionary, and 21 reel-to-
reel and 92 audio cassette tapes of musical performances and interviews with members of the 
Arapaho tribe concerning their language and culture.

Repository: University of Wyoming. American Heritage Center.
Inventory of the Spanish Archives of New Mexico II, 1621-1821
177 terms found (view terms found in context)

Repository: New Mexico State Records Center and Archives
Guide to the James A. McGrath Papers, 1962-2003
159 terms found (view terms found in context)
The James A. McGrath Papers consist of correspondence, pamphlets, administrative records, 
photographic material, creative writing anthologies, newspaper clippings, scrapbooks, 
magazines, journals, publications, audio recordings, films, exhibit ephemera, IAIA publications, 
financial records, and oversize materials created and collected during his multiple posts at the 
Institute of American Indian Arts in Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Repository: Institute of American Indian Arts
Michael Taylor
157 terms found (view terms found in context)
This collection contains pamphlets, correspondence, newsletters and other papers related to the 
work of Native American lecturer and publisher Michael Taylor.

Repository: Denver Museum of Nature & Science,
Lloyd H. New Papers
149 terms found (view terms found in context)
Lloyd H. New, professionally known as Lloyd “Kiva” New, was hired by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs in 1961 as the first Art Director of the Institute of American Indian Arts (IAIA). In 1967, 
he became the Institute’s second President until his retirement in 1978. The Lloyd H. New 
Papers collection consists of a generous portion of the personal and professional documents 
belonging to Lloyd Henri “Kiva” New from his diploma from the Art Institute of Chicago in 
1938 to his obituary in 2002.

Repository: Institute of American Indian Arts Archives
Guide to the Indian Rights Association pamphlets, 1884-1985
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147 terms found (view terms found in context)
Printed materials published by the Indian Rights Association (IRA). Includes annual reports, 
records of the U.S. Congress pertaining to Native American issues, and other circulars issued by 
the IRA in its defense of Native Americans' rights.

Repository: Fort Lewis College. Center of Southwest Studies
Inventory of the William Zimmerman, Jr. Papers, 1933-1965
147 terms found (view terms found in context)

Repository: University of New 
Mexico. Center for Southwest 
Research.
Inventory of the Michael 
Steck Papers, 1839-1933 
(bulk 1852-1880)
140 terms found (view terms 
found in context)
The Steck Papers contain 
correspondence and business 
records relating to Steck's 
tenure as Indian Agent and 
Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs for New Mexico. Also 
contains records of his 
involvement with the New 
Mexico Mining Company and 
with railroad operations in 
Pennsylvania.

Repository: University of New 
Mexico. Center for Southwest 
Research.

Inventory of the Donald P. 
Jewell Maidu-Concow Indian Oral History Collection, 1963-1966        137 terms found (view 
terms found in context)
This collection consists of 51 cds containing oral interviews with Frank Day, Bryan Beavers and 
Leland Scott, members of the Maidu-Concow tribe.
Repository: University of New Mexico Center for Southwest Research

Inventory of the Joseph M. Montoya Papers, 1913-1977
127 terms found (view terms found in context)
The Joseph M. Montoya Papers document Montoya's career in politics, primarily in the U. S. 
House of Representatives and U. S. Senate. The collection contains administrative files, 
correspondence, legislation, reports, speeches, press releases, campaign materials, and news 
clippings.
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Repository: University of New Mexico Center for Southwest Research
Inventory of the National Indian Youth Council Records, 1935-2000 (bulk 1961-1993)
110 terms found (view terms 
found in context)
This collection contains the 
records of the National Indian 
Youth Council. The records 
relate to administrative and 
organizational issues and 
activities such as voting rights 
protection, American Indian 
religious freedom issues, 
political participation projects, 
treaty rights protection, public 
education, international work, 
and job training/placement.

Repository: University of 
New Mexico. Center for 
Southwest Research.
Inventory of the Dennis 
Chávez Papers (Part 1), 
1921-1963 (bulk 1930-1962)
105 terms found (view terms found in context)

Repository: University of New Mexico. Center for Southwest Research.
Guide to the James Luna Archive
102 terms found (view terms found in context)
IAIA-MS-25, The James Luna Archive consists of 50 manuscript cases (25 cu. ft) of 
correspondence, printed matter, scripts, notes, journals, datebooks, audio-visual materials, 
ephemera, photographs, and oversize items related to the art career of performance and 
installation artist James Luna, 1969-2010 (1982-2010, Bulk).

Repository: Institute of American Indian Arts Archives
Inventory of the John Nichols Papers, 1957-2013
100 terms found (view terms found in context)
John Nichols' papers document a wide range of history and culture and personal connections in 
New Mexico (and elsewhere) over the last 55 years. The collection contains manuscripts, 
screenplays, correspondence, speeches, artwork, journals, photographs, slides, and videos.

Repository: University of New Mexico Center for Southwest Research
Guide to the Indian Rights Association materials in the Theodore Hetzel papers, 1924-1988
98 terms found (view terms found in context)
Indian Rights Association records and correspondence compiled by Theodore Hetzel. Includes 
bylaws, committee records, correspondence, Taos Blue Lake issue documentation, Indian Truth 
newsletters, and other printed materials.
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Repository: Fort Lewis College. Center of Southwest Studies
Dave Warren Papers
94 terms found (view terms found in context)
The Dave Warren Papers consist of four manuscript cases (2 cu. ft) of records related to his 
professional career as a historian, anthropologist, educator, education administrator, and expert 
on cultural affairs of American Indians, 1965-2002 [1968-1996, Bulk].

Repository: Institute of American Indian Arts Archives
Inventory of the Tonantzin Land Institute Records, 1911-2000 (bulk 1981-1997)
87 terms found (view terms found in context)
This collection contains records of the Tonantzin Land Institute, an indigenous peoples advocacy 
organization founded in 1982. The records deal with a number of social and political issues 
relating to land, water, and community organizing, as well as administrative aspects of the 
Institute.

Repository: University of New Mexico. Center for Southwest Research.
Guide to the Winona M. Garmhausen Papers
82 terms found (view terms found in context)
The Winona Garmhausen Papers consists of the published dissertation, drafts, other academic 
writings, research photocopies, budgets, evaluations, reports, surveys, letters, memoranda, 
brochures, pamphlets, posters, newspaper clippings, magazines, journals, booklets, pamphlets, 
personal correspondence, photographs, and slides that were created and collected during the 
period from 1975 to 1983 while she researched and wrote her doctoral dissertation for the 
American Studies Department at the University of New

Repository: Institute of American Indian Arts Archives
Ruth Murray Underhill Papers
81 terms found (view terms found in context)
Ruth Murray Underhill was a prominent anthropologist and advocate for American Indians. Born 
in New York State in 1884, she studied with Franz Boas, the father of American anthropology, at 
Columbia University in the 1930s. She spent much of her career working for the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, supervising the Education Division. In 1948, Underhill retired from the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, and became Professor of Anthropology at the University of Denver. She taught at 
the University until 1952, although she

Repository: Special Collections and Archives, Penrose Library, University of Denver, 2150 E. 
Evans Ave., Denver, CO 80208
Inventory of the France V. Scholes Papers, 1492-1979
80 terms found (view terms found in context)
The France V. Scholes Papers contain research and teaching notes, maps and correspondence 
about the colonial history of Mexico, Yucatan and New Mexico, with some related material 
about the Caribbean, Central and Latin America. The collection also includes academic and 
personal information.

Repository: University of New Mexico Center for Southwest Research
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Inventory of the New Mexico Endowment for the Humanities Records, 1971-1993
77 terms found (view terms found in context)
This collection consists of records of the New Mexico Endowment for the Humanities, a state-
based organization affiliated with the National Endowment for the Humanities. Documents relate 
to the development of the program, projects, correspondence, and public relations.
Repository: University of New Mexico. Center for Southwest Research.
Inventory of the Robert E. Robideau American Indian Movement Papers, 1974-2007
76 terms found (view terms found in context)

Repository: University of New Mexico. Center for Southwest Research.
Inventory of the Dennis Chávez Papers (Part 2, Legislation), 1921-1963 (bulk 1930-1962)
75 terms found (view terms found in context)

Repository: University of New Mexico. Center for Southwest Research.
Inventory of the Shirley Hill Witt Papers, 1610-1991
72 terms found (view terms found in context)

Repository: University of New Mexico. Center for Southwest Research.
Inventory of the Glenn Leonidas Emmons Papers, 1922-1983 (bulk 1953-1960)
70 terms found (view terms found in context)

Repository: University of New Mexico. Center for Southwest Research.
Guide to the William Carey Brown Papers, 1854-1938
70 terms found (view terms found in context)
William Carey Brown (1854 – 1939) attended the US Military Academy and served forty-one 
years in the US Army. Following his retirement he worked to preserve the legacy of the Indian 
Wars by locating and marking battlefields and gaining recognition and benefits for veterans. 
Collection contains correspondence, diaries, military papers, maps, publications, scrapbooks, and 
newspaper clippings, relating to Brown’s military career which included campaigns against t

Repository: University of Colorado at Boulder Libraries. Archives Dept.
Inventory of the James B. Wright Collection of Southwestern Native American and 
Hispanic Music, Interviews and Literary Programs, 1973-1986
67 terms found (view terms found in context)
This broad collection contains traditional Southwestern Native American and Hispanic folk 
music, and popular music, dances, poetry readings and interviews collected in the 1970s and 
1980s. Also included are Spanish medieval music, a Belen Los Pastores presentation, Matachines 
music from Tortugas, a Corrales history pageant, Anglo American country western songs and 
fiddle tunes, Laotian songs from Albuquerque, and a lecture by John Donald Robb.

Repository: University of New Mexico Center for Southwest Research
Inventory of the Grace Raymond Hebard papers, 1829-1947
65 terms found (view terms found in context)
Collection materials relating to Grace Raymond Hebard’s career as University of Wyoming 
professor, librarian, and western historian with subject files containing correspondence, 
manuscripts, transcripts and printed materials concerning places and events Hebard researched 
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and participated in such as the women’s suffrage movement, Wyoming history, and the 
University of Wyoming.

Repository: University of Wyoming. American Heritage Center.
Inventory of the Documents from the Archivo General de Indias and other related archives, 
1505-1812               62 terms found (view terms found in context)
The collection contains selected Spanish documents copied from the Archivo General de Indias 
and other archives in Spain, the Vatican Library, and U.S. Libraries, with related transcriptions 
and notes. Mainly focused on the colonial history of New Mexico and New Spain, with some 
materials for the Caribbean, Latin America, Philippines, and the U.S. Borderlands.
Repository: University of New Mexico Center for Southwest Research

Welcome to the Rocky Mountain Online Archive.
The Rocky Mountain Online Archive is your source of information about archival collections in 
Colorado, New Mexico and Wyoming. Specialized guides, called finding aids, give detailed 
descriptions of primary source materials located at twenty-seven different repositories. Search 
the finding aids to discover what historical materials are available for study and where those 
collections are located.

The Rocky Mountain Online archive is managed by University Libraries at the University of 
New Mexico. Leadership is provided by representatives from each of the three participating 
states.

Participating Institutions 
******************************************************************************
At the University of Denver:

1. Place Names in the Grand Canyon National Park                                                                     
Creator:Chapparo, Susan
 Date:1987
 Type:Text

2. White Population, Indian Reservations, Indian Range or Hunting Ground                      
Creator:  Walker, Francis Amasa, 1840-1897
Date:1874
 Type:Map

3. Map Showing, in Five Degrees of Density, the Distribution, within the Territory of the 
United States, of the Constitutional Population , i.e., excluding Indians not taxed. Compiled 
from the returns of population at the ninth census of the United States, 1870. By Francis A. 
Walker. To which is added a sketch of the principal Indian reservations and ranges from 
information furnished by the Office of Indian Affairs of date 1871.

Creator:
Walker, Francis Amasa, 1840-1897, Bien, Julius, 1826-1909, United States. Census Office Date:
1874
 Type:Map

4. National Map of the Territory of the United States from the Mississippi River to the 

 Pacific Ocean                                                                                                                   
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 Creator:  United States. Office of Indian Affairs, Keeler, W. J. (William J.)                             

 Date: 1867
 Type: Map

5. Agricultural Map of the United States and Canada                                                                    

 Creator: Disturnell, John, 1808-1877     Date: 1867      Type: Map

6. Map of the Territory of the United States from the Mississippi to the Pacific Ocean 

 Ordered by the Hon. Jeff'n Davis,...                                                                                      

 Creator:United States. War Dept. Office of P.R.R. Surveys, Warren, G. K. 
(Gouverneur 

 Kemble), 1830-1882
 
 Date:1855 
 Type: Map 

Chronological Chart of American History, Dedicated to the People of the United States, by 
the Publisher
Creator:Neuman and Dinglinger, Lithographers  Date:1881  Type: Still Image
Format:  chromolithograph, reformatted digital
Description:  Raster, Original Sheet(s): 71 x 56 cm., Website description: Dalston’s chart is a 
variation on Emma Willard’s tree of time, and detailed early growth in the roots out to recent 
developments in the branches. Note the stages of social progress., Tree inscribed with historical 
events and vignettes of three Native Americans on bank, and pilgrims on shore. Coverage: from 
landing of Columbus to post-Civil War events., Alternate title from Website.
Online:  http://hdl.handle.net/10176/codu:57874

Ninth Map of American History.
Creator:  Willard, Emma, 1787-1870    Date:1828   Type: Map     Format: reformatted digital
Description:
Raster, Original Sheet(s): 25 x 36 cm., Maps no. 4 and 6 show revisions ("Third map" and "Fifth 
map")., Website description: In her final map of the historical atlas, Willard proudly asserted the 
admission of new states in the trans-Mississippi west, and detailed the transfer of territory from 
native tribes to the Union., Principal meridian: Washington., Host/Source Creator: Willard, 
Emma, 1787-1870. Host Type of Resource: text. Host Extent: 12 maps (part fold., part col.) ; 28 
cm. Host Classification: G1201.S1 W5 1828b Host Classification Scheme: lcc. Host Notes: Maps 
no. 4 and 6 show revisions ("Third map" and "Fifth map")., Last alternate title from Website.
Online: http://hdl.handle.net/10176/codu:57836
*****************************************************************************l
Navajo woman's woolly wish is granted in McElmo Canyon                                                                                   
96-year-old Navajo woman spends time with sheep                                                            
By Jacob Klopfenstein      The Journal

For most of Sue Tsosie’s life, sheep were her family.

The Navajo woman from Page, Arizona, herded hundreds of sheep each day. She gathered their 
wool to weave into blankets or trade away for other goods.

“Sheep were her life,” said Tsosie’s daughter Lori Mannie. “It was all she knew.”
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But in recent years, it’s been more difficult for 96-year-old Tsosie to spend time with them. She 
sold most of her sheep when her husband died in 1974, and she has made the transition to 
assisted living.

This week at Canyons of the Ancients Guest Ranch west of Cortez, Tsosie’s wish was granted. 
She was invited to the ranch to spend time with its 120 sheep there, along with daughters 
Mannie, Ida Smith and Brenda Glazier.

Smith and her daughter learned about Wish of a Lifetime, a nonprofit foundation that works to 
fulfill the dreams of seniors, and nominated Tsosie.

“I couldn’t believe it when she was picked for her wish,” Smith said.

On Wednesday, Tsosie wore traditional Navajo clothing as she sat on a log to feed a lamb at the 
ranch. A picturesque, rustic scene served as a backdrop behind her: Sheep grazed in a pasture 
surrounded by a wooden fence, and the 
rocky walls of McElmo Canyon towered 
above in the distance.

It had been eight years since she had 
been close to sheep, Tsosie said.

“It’s been beautiful here,” Tsosie said 
as Mannie translated her words from the 
Navajo language. “There is the presence 
of the sheep and the growth of living 
things here.”

Most of the sheep at the ranch are 
Churro sheep, a breed originating from 
Spain that the Navajo obtained during 
the Spanish conquest.

After learning that Tsosie had been selected to have a wish fulfilled, Mannie, Smith and Glazier 
had to decide what that wish would be. But they quickly decided it would involve sheep, Mannie 
said, and her mother agreed.

“She’s always been dependent on sheep,” Mannie said of Tsosie. “She used sheep as her 
livelihood. We knew she would want to be with sheep.”

Tsosie was emotional and grateful for the opportunity, Mannie said. She was glad to be at the 
ranch with her daughters, Mannie said.

A marriage was arranged for Tsosie when she was just 12 or 13 years old, Mannie said. When 
Tsosie could see people setting up for a special event in her village, she knew something was 
happening, but wasn’t sure what it was. 



When Tsosie’s grandmother told her a marriage had been set up for her, Tsosie was upset. She 
cried and ran away. Marriage was difficult for Tsosie, because sheep were her family, Mannie 
said.

Tsosie’s grandfather set out on horseback and eventually found her. He persuaded her to return 
and go through with the wedding ceremony. The first time Tsosie laid eyes on her husband was 
coming through the hogan during the wedding.

Tsosie went on to have 17 children, nine of whom are living today. Tsosie’s oldest child is 80, 
and her youngest is 52, Mannie said.

Tsosie knows much about childbirth and has helped many women through the process, her 
daughter said. Tsosie can sense things during pregnancy that doctors and nurses can’t, Mannie 
said. 

Tsosie also can predict the phases of the moon and movements of the stars with uncanny 
accuracy, Mannie said.

This was the first visit to McElmo Canyon for Tsosie and her daughters. Tsosie said she had 
always wanted to see where Colorado was and what the area looked like. She said she 
recognized some of the plants she saw around the area.

Tsosie was grateful for the hospitality of the 
people she met at Canyons of the Ancients Guest 
Ranch.

“I am happy to be among you and build 
relationships with you,” she said.

jklopfenstein@the-journal.com - See more at: 
http://www.the-journal.com/article/20160602/
NEWS01/160609984/#sthash.
56ImGlxU.wQnFlqNz.dpuf
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