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“This is my traditional territory, I’m Native American,” said Michaela Vendiola, a student of 
Western Washington University. “So I see it as my job, as a young native person, to stand up for 
all people and their rights, and our rights as native people.”
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FACT SHEET AND REPORT: President Obama Celebrates Great Teachers and Our 
Nation’s Educational Progress

 
“From the moment students enter a school, the most important factor in their success is not the 

color of their skin or the income of their parents, it’s the person standing at the front of the 
classroom... America’s future depends on its teachers.”

-           President Barack Obama, Remarks to the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, March 
10, 2009

 
Today President Obama will stand with hundreds of educators from across the country to 
recognize their contributions and celebrate the progress this country has made toward 
increasing educational opportunity and outcomes for all students since he took office.  On 
National Teacher Appreciation Day, the President will not only honor the National Teacher of 
the Year, but he will also celebrate remarkable educators across the country who have helped 
us achieve extraordinary progress over the past seven and a half years.
 
President Obama recognizes that America’s future is written in our classrooms, and that our 
teachers and educators deserve our support. That is why, throughout his Administration, the 
President has not only supported our educators, but also promoted a bold vision for improving 
our education system to give all students the fair chance they deserve. Today, the White House 
will underscore the change underway in America’s schools, and announce progress toward 
reaching the President’s goal of preparing an additional 100,000 science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) teachers for America’s classrooms by 2021.
 
The White House is also highlighting new efforts to support great educators. TEACH – a 
public-private collaboration led by the U.S. Department of Education and Microsoft, with 
support from organizations including Facebook, College Football Playoff Foundation and 
MyCollege Options – will launch new commitments to attract a strong teacher workforce.  The 
Department of Education will collaborate with the ASCD, the National Board for Professional 
Teaching Standards, The Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley Foundation Charitable Trust, and 
Carnegie Corporation of New York in their work to support teacher-led initiatives that strengthen 
teachers’ professional learning and improve student outcomes.  And organizations like Spotify 
and the College Football Playoff Foundation will launch new efforts to support and encourage 
great teaching.
 

Progress to Support Great Teachers and Help All Students Succeed
Today, the White House and the Department of Education are releasing a report highlighting the 
nation’s educational progress since the President took office – from reducing the number of 
dropouts, to raising academic standards to prepare students for college and career in nearly every 
state, to expanding the availability of high-quality preschool and digitally connecting America’s 
classrooms.  The pace and scale of change in America’s educational system would have been 
impossible to achieve without the committed work of educators at every level of school 
governance – from the classroom teacher to state superintendents.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/giving_every_child_fair_shot_050316.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/giving_every_child_fair_shot_050316.pdf


 
The report released today details the steps President Obama has taken since the Recovery Act to 
support education, showing results under efforts such as the Race to the Top – which catalyzed a 
profound wave of education reform across the country – and the Investing in Innovation program 
– which has contributed to testing, validating, refining and expanding new solutions and 
strategies to close achievement and opportunity gaps in America’s schools.  The report 
underscores the steps the Obama Administration has taken to increase equity and give teachers 
the tools they need to help students succeed.
 
Below are a few highlights of the progress achieved over the last seven and a half years:
 

·          High Academic Standards that Prepare Students for Success in College and 
Careers: Today, 49 states and the District of Columbia (D.C.) have adopted and are 
implementing college- and career-ready standards and aligned assessments for their 
students. In the future, with the recent passage of the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA), every state will hold all of their students to such standards.
 

·          Record-High Graduation Rates: In 2008, a quarter of our high school students did 
not earn a high school diploma on time. Since President Obama took office, the 
graduation rate has increased steadily and students in the United States are graduating 
from high school at a higher rate than ever before, at 82 percent. Some of the greatest 
progress has been made by African American and Latino Students. Since the 
2010-2011 school year, African American high school students experienced a 5.5 
percentage point increase in graduation rates while Latino students experienced a 5.3 
percentage point increase. 
 

·          Stemming the Tide of School Dropout: The number of schools where 40 percent or 
more of students do not graduate on-time has gone down sharply during this 
Administration. In 2008, there were roughly 1,800 of these schools across the country; 
by 2014, the number of these schools was reduced to 1,040. The percentage of young 
people who drop out of high school altogether has decreased.  In 2008, before the 
President entered office, the dropout rate among Hispanic students was 18 percent. 
That percentage shrunk to just below 12 percent in 2013 – a marked improvement from 
before President Obama entered office and a significant shift from more than two 
decades before, when the share of Latino youth who were dropouts was 35 percent. 

 
·          Advancing High-Quality Preschool : In 2009, only 38 states offered students access 

to state-funded preschool, according to the National Institute for Early Education 
Research at Rutgers University. Today, all but four states offer access to state-funded 
preschool, and since the President called for universal access to high-quality preschool 
in his 2013 State of the Union Address, 38 states and D.C. have invested more than 
$1.5 billion in support of preschool. Beyond these state investments, the Obama 
Administration has dedicated $750 million toward the development and expansion of 
high-quality preschool, enabling 230 high-need communities to provide more than 
100,000 additional children with access to preschool.



 
·          Investing in our Great Educators: When President Obama took office, the U.S. 

economy was in free-fall, and state and local government budgets were in trouble and 
facing significant cuts – jeopardizing our education system. The President took action, 
signing into the law the Recovery Act, which saved or created more than 400,000 jobs, 
most directly in education – keeping teachers, principals, librarians, and counselors on 
the job. In addition, since 2009, the Obama Administration has invested more than $2.7 
billion in grants to develop educator talent through the award of competitive grants for 
better recruitment, training, support, and rewards for our educators, particularly those 
in high-need and rural districts.

·          Transforming Education Technology : In 2013, only 30 percent of school districts 
had access to high-speed internet, leaving 40 million students without access to that 
connectivity.  In 2013, the President launched his ConnectED initiative with the goal of 
unleashing education technology in schools and connecting 99 percent of America’s 
students to high-speed broadband in their schools and libraries by 2018.   Today, we 
are on track to meet that goal – 77 percent of school districts and an additional 20 
million students now have access to high-speed broadband. This transformation is 
supported by 2,200 superintendents who have committed to President Obama’s Future 
Ready vision to help teachers and principals unleash new models of teaching and 
learning that make use of technology and digital tools like Open eBooks.
 

·          Inspiring STEM Education and Computer Science for All:  The Obama 
Administration’s efforts have resulted in an unprecedented all hands-on-deck effort in 
support of STEM education and STEM teachers, including securing more than $1 
billion in private investments in support of STEM education. Additionally, the 
President has advanced efforts to inspire and recognize young inventors, discoverers 
and makers by hosting the first-ever White House Science Fairs and the first-ever 
Maker Faire in 2014.  Earlier this year, the President announced a bold new call to 
action: to empower every American student from kindergarten through high school to 
learn computer science and the computational thinking skills needed to 
succeed.  
  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/education/k-12/connected
https://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/education/k-12/connected


New Announcements in the Effort to Support Great Educators
In addition to highlighting the progress under this Administration, the White House and 
Department of Education are also announcing the following actions being taken to support 
excellent educators:
 
Reaching the President’s Goal of 100,000 new and Excellent STEM Teachers
To meet the challenges of the 21st century, more of our students will need to be prepared with 
strong STEM skills in order to succeed. The need is real -- last year, there were more than 
600,000 tech jobs open across the United States. But there are large disparities in student access 
and engagement in STEM courses, with only half of high schools nationwide offering calculus 
and only 63 percent offering physics. One quarter of the high schools with the highest 
percentages of African-American and Latino students do not offer Algebra II and a third of these 
schools do not offer chemistry. To address these challenges, President Obama issued a call to 
action in his 2011 State of the Union address to put 100,000 new STEM teachers in the 
classroom in ten years to equip a new generation of problem-solvers with the STEM skills they 
need to revitalize our economy, lead our nation, and solve the globe’s most pressing challenges. 
 
In response to that call to action, 100Kin10, a network of 280 organizations, including school 
districts, universities, foundations, corporations, museums, nonprofits, and government agencies, 
was formed to mobilize commitments to achieve the ambitious 100,000 excellent STEM teacher 
goal by 2021.
 
Today, at the critical halfway point in the ten-year effort, 100Kin10 is announcing that its 
network has already trained more than 30,000 teachers, and that its partners have made 
commitments to recruit and train an additional 70,000 by 2021 – meaning they will meet the 
President’s goal and yield more than 100,000 excellent STEM teachers by the ten-year mark. 
These projections have been verified by the American Institutes for Research, which has 
concluded that 100Kin10’s estimates are reasonable.
 
Making an Impact: Teacher Impact Grants
Today, the U.S. Department of Education is announcing that it is working with ASCD, the 
National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (“National Board”), The Leona M. and 
Harry B. Helmsley Foundation Charitable Trust, and Carnegie Corporation of New York to 
provide direct support to teacher-led initiatives to strengthen professional learning and improve 
student outcomes. These Teacher Impact Grants will cultivate the robust expertise of teachers to 
accelerate positive change in professional learning at the classroom, school, and district levels.
 
The program will be administered by ASCD and financially supported by The Leona M. and 
Harry B. Helmsley Foundation Charitable Trust and Carnegie Corporation of New York. The 
funding will provide $5,000-$15,000 grants with the goal of supporting and empowering 
teachers in their work, so they may enhance the impact our schools have on the well-rounded 
success of each child. The commitment from the Helmsley Charitable Trust and Carnegie 
Corporation of New York will provide the resources needed to make teacher innovations a 
reality.
 



The private grants build on work by the Teach to Lead initiative, which was founded in 2014 by 
the Department of Education and the National Board to help advance student outcomes by 
expanding opportunities for teacher leadership. As part of Teach to Lead, the Department, ASCD, 
and National Board have hosted Teacher Leader Summits and Teacher Leader Labs across the 
country where hundreds of educators have created locally-driven plans to help improve student 
outcomes.
 
Encouraging More Great Individuals to TEACH
TEACH is a public-private collaboration led by the U.S. Department of Education and 
Microsoft.  TEACH’s public service campaign, in partnership with the Ad Council, aims to 
inspire the next generation of teachers by reaching millions of college students who are 
considering career choices and providing them with information about how the teaching 
profession matches the criteria they have for their ideal career, including many opportunities for 
innovation and creativity, leadership and skill development, and personal fulfillment. Today 
TEACH is announcing that the following organizations are taking steps to support its work:

·          Microsoft will renew its financial support with an additional two-year $3 million 
commitment and continue to provide leadership and strategic guidance to TEACH.

·          Facebook is providing pro-bono creative work and donated media on Facebook’s 
platform and leveraging the platform’s detailed targeting capabilities to directly reach 
college students and recent graduates who have demonstrated an interest in STEM 
subjects.

·          MyCollege Options , the nation’s largest college planning platform, is partnering with 
TEACH to access over 6 million high school and college students nationwide and 
identify those with the highest propensity to become teachers.

 


 




The College Football Playoff Foundation: Lifting Up Excellent Educators
The College Football Playoff Foundation is announcing that it will make a $100 million impact 
on teacher-related initiatives over the next ten years. The Foundation and its media affiliates will 
work with TEACH over this year to develop a campaign that supports and enhances the status of 
the teaching profession throughout the United States. In only two years, the College Football 
Playoff Foundation's “Extra Yard for Teachers” initiative has impacted more than 5,000 schools, 
and funded 6,000 classroom projects, reaching over 1.2 million teachers and students. Extra Yard 
for Teachers specifically seeks to increase the recruitment and retention of quality teachers in the 
United States by supporting the efforts of organizations including the U.S. Department of 
Education, TEACH, Teach for America, DonorsChoose.org and Educators Rising.  The College 
Football Playoff Foundation and universities across the country will also pay tribute to teachers 
during Extra Yard for Teachers Week from September 17-24 and again during the College 
Football Playoff bowl games.
 
Spotify: Supporting Educators Through Music and Stories
Spotify is committing to celebrate the creativity of America's teachers and supports programs 
that bring music to all students. Spotify will create a series of initiatives that highlight creativity 
in education.  Launching this week, it will encourage its community to share songs and stories 
about influential teachers using #ThankATeacher. Throughout the year, Spotify will leverage its 
platform and community to showcase the importance of providing creative tools for educators 
and the power of music education for students. Spotify will also be collaborating with 
organizations like Girls Rock Camp and Music Mural & Arts Project in 2016 to ensure that more 
students have access to the power of music. 

 REMINDER: Request for Comment for the Community Development MarketPlace 
Project Intake Survey Due May 24, 2016

The Community Development MarketPlace (CDM) is a database of community development 
project data, currently from those communities who have applied for designations under the 
federal Promise Zones Initiative, and consented to share some of their application material with 
the public. The CDM provides information that describes community goals, proposed activities 
to advance their goals, and organizations involved in implementing and supporting these 
projects. The CDM presents an opportunity for community practitioners to find peers working on 
similar issues and to share best practices around revitalization efforts. It can also assist other 
potential partners in identifying opportunities to engage or invest in these communities.
On March 25, 2016, Federal Register Notice FR-5910-N-03 was published announcing 60-day 
Public Notice of Proposed Information Collection. HUD is seeking public comment on a draft 
Community Development MarketPlace (CDM) Project Intake Survey that may be distributed 
widely and used by respondents who are not part of any application process. Specifically we are 
asking the public to review the questions in the survey and answer the questions listed below. 
Please submit any comments and/or your answers to CDM@hud.gov by May 24, 2016. 
Also feel free to submit user questions or information on any technical issues via 
CDM@hud.gov.

Questions for Researchers, Foundations, Investors, and Other Stakeholders:

1. What kind of potential user are you? HUD has heard from foundations, investors, 
communities, researchers and national intermediaries and stakeholder networks, but 
there may be others who can use this data.

http://hudexchange.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=87d7c8afc03ba69ee70d865b9&id=abb8901a04&e=ff899dd3c7
http://hudexchange.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=87d7c8afc03ba69ee70d865b9&id=abb8901a04&e=ff899dd3c7
mailto:CDM@hud.gov
mailto:CDM@hud.gov
mailto:CDM@hud.gov
mailto:CDM@hud.gov


2. Does the Draft CDM 
Project Intake Survey 
capture information that 
would be useful to you? If 
yes, how is this 
information useful to you? 
If the information captured 
by the CDM Project Intake 
Survey is not useful to 
you, how could we adjust 
this survey to better suit 
your information needs?

3. Please review the list of 
policy codes, financing 
types, funding source 
types, asset classes, and 
types of project sponsors 
that respondents are 
asked to select to 
categorize their project 
details. Would these 
options assist you in 
filtering and searching for 
information you would like 
to have? Are there any 
codes or options that 
would help you that are 
missing? Are there any 
codes or options that are 
redundant?

4. Does the project intake 
survey capture the 
information useful to 
organizations working in 
your community? Please 
elaborate on what is useful 
or what could be done to 
make it more useful.

5. What are the typical information gaps that interfere with your organization’s ability to 
target suitable funding opportunities? How can the project intake survey be enhanced to 
yield relevant information for your purposes?

6. With regard to geography filters, projects in the draft database would be searchable by 
city, state, zip code, and census tract (where known by the respondent). Do these filters 
allow for geographic searches that would be useful to you?

7. How can HUD better engage foundation, philanthropic, and impact investor community?
Questions for Community Development practitioners, project managers, and potential survey 
respondents:

1. If you are managing a local community development project or intervention, would you 
be willing and able to respond to the survey questions and to make your responses 
public for purposes of potentially connecting you to federal and private partners and/or 
peers that could facilitate your work? If not, why not?



2. Do you perceive the benefits of responding to the CDM Survey as adequate and 
sufficiently motivating for you to respond? If not, what additional benefits would motivate 
you to respond?

3. With regard to your and your partners’ community revitalization efforts, please explain 
what particular types of information, peer exchange, introductions or other non-
competitive assistance would be helpful to you as you move your work forward?

4. With regard to geography filters, projects in the draft database would be searchable by 
city, state, zip code, and census tract (where known by the respondent). Do these filters 
allow for geographic searches that would be useful to you?

********************************************************************************************
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Skies above Great Basin National Park aren’t just dark — they’re certifiable

Stars fill the sky above an ancient bristlecone pine tree in this undated photo taken at Great Basin 
National Park, which could be home to a new research telescope as early as next summer. 
(Courtesy National Park Service)

The Milky Way fills the sky above an ancient bristlecone pine tree in this undated photo taken on 
Mount Washington at Great Basin National Park. (Courtesy National Park Service)        image

By HENRY BREAN
LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL
People are being kept in the dark at Great Basin National Park, and they couldn’t be happier 
about it.

The remote preserve 300 miles northeast of Las Vegas just won certification as an International 
Dark Sky Park, a rare designation that places it alongside other starry wonderlands such as Death 
Valley National Park in California, Grand Canyon-Parashant National Monument in Arizona and 
Capitol Reef and Canyonlands national parks in Utah.
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John Barentine is program manager for the International Dark-Sky Association, a Tucson, Ariz.-
based nonprofit that works to protect night skies from light pollution.

He said the sky above Great Basin isn’t merely dark. It’s “as close as you can get to what the 
night sky might have looked like before the invention of electric light.”

The big reason is simple geography. The largest community within 100 miles of the park is Ely, 
population 4,100, 60 miles to the west. The closest major light sources — Salt Lake City and Las 
Vegas — are blocked by mountain ranges and dimmed by more than 200 miles of distance.

But it took more than isolation for Great Basin to qualify as the first certified Dark Sky Park in 
Nevada.

Barentine said the application process took about year and included a review of satellite data, 
collection of on-the-ground light measurements and the development of a lighting plan for the 
park.

Nichole Andler, chief of interpretation at Great Basin, said the park had already switched to red 
lights at the Lehman Caves Visitor Center to protect night vision, but a “significant portion” of 
the lights around the staff housing area will need to be adjusted or replaced.

To keep its dark sky certification, the park has committed to completing half the work this year 
and the rest in 2017, Andler said.

The International Dark-Sky Association has now certified more than 30 parks around the world. 
Great Basin joined the club this week along with a national park in Ireland and three national 
monuments near Flagstaff, Arizona, the first place to be recognized by the association back in 
2001.

“We’re really excited about the opportunities this will bring to us,” Andler said.

Already, the dark has attracted a new research telescope set to go on line in the park late this 
summer.

Becky Mills is chairwoman of the nonprofit Great Basin National Park Foundation, which raised 
about $800,000 last year to build and operate the observatory.

She said both the scope and its 12-foot-diameter dome have been ordered and construction 
should get underway soon. Representatives from three different Shoshone Indian tribes blessed 
the site during a ceremony March 21.

Mills said the observatory is on track to open Aug. 25, the same day the National Park Service 
will celebrate its 100th anniversary. Those involved in the project plan to mark the occasion by 
opening the dome and pointing the scope at the heavens for the first time.

There’s a name for that in the world of astronomy, Mills said. “It’s called ‘first light.’”

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiu_rD9r8LMAhUO_mMKHTEpCIAQFggcMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.reviewjournal.com%2Fnews%2Fscience%2Flarge-gifts-help-great-basin-telescope-project-get-the-ground&usg=AFQjCNESEu5sI-q8bJMvacOCDeIbrywA_w&sig2=iurH07HpzyG94C7Z07I56Q&bvm=bv.121421273,d.cGc
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Spenger's Fresh Fish Grotto. · Berkeley, CA ·                                                                                               
Today, Shellmound materials were discovered at the Spengers development where 
EBMUD was digging.  Still no consultation has occurred between the City of Berkeley and the 
Chochenyo Ohlone people, though various city documents stay this would take place before 
alteration of the indigenous sacred sites. 
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Yosemite Mono Lake Paiute - Native American Indian legend                                                              
Yosemite-Mono Lake Paiute Native American Legend and Tale about the big Ah-
wah-go, Paiute for Sucker Fish, because of it's big wide open mouth. In the origin...                 
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https://redpowermedia.wordpress.com/2016/05/03/first-nations-teen-solves-remote-communitys-
drinking-water-problems/
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Decolonizing Identity: US Latinos Rediscover Native Roots                                     
Alejandro Lara-Briseno, teleSUR: Indigenous groups from south of the US-constructed border 
are joining with Native people of the north to challenge colonialism. Decolonization is erasing 
500 years of settler government policies designed to exterminate and assimilate Native people. 
Read the Article  
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To Treat PTSD                                        
Sweat Lodge 
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Warriors PTSD 
Relief A sweat 
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military 
installations 
around the United 
States. The…
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