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Missile Launchers at Standing Rock: Weaponized Law in Action
Dahr Jamail, Truthout: Jeff Haas, an attorney with the Water Protector Legal 
Collective, speaks with Truthout about the draconian legal practices being employed 
against those at Standing Rock working to protect their water. "Law enforcement was 
much less concerned with the constitutional rights of the citizens and more concerned 
with DAPL getting their pipeline constructed," Haas said.  Read the Interview 

Roseanna Jean Hammock feeling pissed off.
SO earlier today I gave my friend a ride to the States Attorneys office here in Rapid City because 
she needed to sign some paperwork. We were sitting in the waiting area for quite some time 
because the receptionist was on the phone. The MESSED UP part about this is the older lady 
( the receptionist) was on the phone she said, "All these damn Indians and Native Americans 
need to go back to the Rez. Trump needs to build a wall around the Rez instead of Mexico so 
they can't leave. We don't need them here" and she went on and on and on like we weren't sitting 
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there. LIKE how big of a racist bitch can you be???!!? I really wish I would've asked her for her 
name so I could've turned her into her supervisor. It took alot for me to bite my tongue and NOT 
say anything to this rude ass lady. I know I have white skin BUT I am Native American and I'm 
from a place that is in between BOTH Reservations. So this really upset me. This lady should 
lose her job!!!! She should of just kept her thoughts to her damn self.

UPDATE: I didn't realize this post would blow up as much as it did. But I did speak with Mark 
Vargo today in person. For everyone who is commenting and who is concerned. I'm going to 
keep this short and sweet the districts states attorney and his investigator took action and she is 
no longer an employee of the district states attorneys office. Thank you Mark Vargo for taking 
this so seriously and also taking the time to speak with me about this and taking action!

Ronda Rousey Arrives At Standing Rock To Fight Donald Trump’s Pipeline
The former UFC women’s Bantamweight champing is taking her fight from the cage to North 
Dakota in support of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe after President Donald…
mmamania.com|By Ryan Harkness

“When you feel that we are not taking care of each other properly, put your feelings aside, put 
your pride aside, and stand up for the most 
marginalized people in this society. 
Because if you stand for them, you stand 
for all. Dr. King said, ‘I will not 
remember the harsh words of my 
enemies. I will remember the silence of 
my friends.’”

End of the Line: The Women of 
Standing Rock
·An interview with Water Protector Pearl 
Means, a key producer of End of the Line: 
The Women of Standing Rock, about the 
film and her work continuing the legacy of 
Russell Means. Please considering 
sharing~

The Women of Standing Rock: An 
Interview with Pearl Means - Reality 
Sandwich
As producer of the documentary End of 
the Line: The Women of Standing Rock, 
Pearl Means continues the legacy of her 
late husband and freedom fighter Russell 

Means.        realitysandwich.com                    
The Standing Rock Sioux will not back down
SAM LEVIN AND JULIA CARRIE WONG
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US Veterans to return to Standing Rock after Dapl decision to continue
We have continued to stay in contact with indigenous and camp leadership and…
whitewolfpack.com|By White Wolf

•

\

"Significant Obstacles Remain in Building Keystone XL" National Resources Defense 
Council

"The Standing Rock Sioux Tribe’s Litigation on the Dakota Access Pipeline" EarthJustice

Diana C. Richardson
Pay attention - This could happen - Dakota Access Pipeline

A Pipeline in Canada Just Leaked 52,834 Gallons of Oil
The leak was reported Friday afternoon.         teenvogue.com|By Molly Longman

FreakOutNation
Did you realize there are so many oil spills that they try to hide?SPREAD the NEWS and help 
expose the danger!

North Dakota Had 292 Oil Spills In 2 Years, Only 1 Was Made Public
North Dakota had 292 oil spills in 2 years–officials disclosed 1 to the public North Dakota had 
nearly 300 oil pipeline spills in less than two years, none of which…countercurrentnews.com
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'It's A Big One': Iowa Pipeline Leaks Nearly 140,000 Gallons Of Diesel
The leak from an underground pipeline in north-central Iowa was first....npr.org
**************************************************************************************************"
Over My Dead Body": Tribe Aims to Block Trump's Border Wall on Arizona 
Land
Read the Article at the Guardian US
******************************************************************************  
Spirit in the sky                                                                                                                    
A 10,600-year-old Nevadan was the subject of recent controversies                                               
By Frank X. Mullen  This article was published on 01.26.17.

After 76 years sealed in a box in Carson City, the partially mummified remains of the oldest 
known Nevadan will be reburied with Native American ceremonies, allowing the ancient one’s 
spirit to resume its journey into the next world.

“I’m glad Spirit Cave Man is going home,” said Melvin Brown, a Schurz artist of Paiute-
Shoshone ancestry. “For a while it seemed like it was a done deal [that the man wasn’t Native 
American] and was from a different branch of the human family. … Turns out he’s one of us 
after all.”

Spirit Cave Man’s trek began 10,600 years ago when his clan buried his body in a rock shelter on 
a hillside near what would become Fallon. Archaeologists found him in 1940, but it wasn’t until 
1994 that tests proved his remains were among the oldest found on the continent. His antiquity 
put him at the epicenter of a battle between scientists who wanted to study his remains and 
Nevada tribal leaders who wanted to rebury him. It is part of the conflict over who owns the 
human history of the continent, pitting tribal tradition and spirituality against scientific inquiry.

Brown has been following the story of Spirit Cave Man across two decades. He said he always 
believed the man was his distant relative, but unlike some other Native Americans, he didn’t 
object to the testing of very old remains for clues to their origins. Here’s the mystery: The 
characteristics of the few ancient skulls found so far don’t resemble those of modern Indians. 
That led to speculation that some other ethnic group was already here when the ancestors of 
American Indians arrived. Theorists suggested the founding population came from Europe, 
Africa, Polynesia or Japan rather than over a land bridge from Siberia.

Recent DNA tests on the Spirit Cave mummy provide some answers, but raise new questions. 
The U.S. Bureau of Land Management authorized the tests after the Fallon Paiute-Shoshone 
Tribe agreed to drop its opposition. The tribe wanted to avoid further court fights and expedite 
the transfer of the mummy to it.

The DNA results released two months ago showed that the ancient man was “Native American” 
as defined by federal law, although he was not an exact match to any other group of people in the 
genetic database. The man’s genome shows he is an ancestor of American Indians, but has more 
in common with tribal people in Central and South America than any groups further north. The 
BLM in November surrendered the remains to the Fallon Paiute-Shoshone Tribe for reburial.
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It was a victory for Indian governments, but it came with collateral damage. In the late 1990s, 
bowing to pressure from local tribes, state officials suppressed knowledge about the ancient 
Nevadan. Administrators also allegedly retaliated against employees and others who favored 
further research on the mummy, which anthropologists rated as one of the most significant 
archeological finds on the continent.

Snapshot in time
At the tail end of the last Ice Age, the Great Basin was a land of lakes and marshes. It was a time 
before widespread farming, writing or cities. People around the globe were on an equal footing. 
The great pyramids of Egypt were 6,000 years in the future.

Vast ice sheets blanketed the northern part of the American continent. In what would become 
Nevada, giant Lake Lahontan filled the basins among the mountain ranges. During Spirit Cave 
Man’s time, the lake was evaporating as the climate became warmer and drier. The marsh where 
his people lived was creeping steadily northward, leaving desert in its wake. Around the world, 
Stone Age humans were adapting to climate change. The man’s remains indicate that the first 
Nevadans adapted to that change as well as any people, anywhere.

The man was about 45, an elder for the period. He lived in a moist world, alive with fish, birds 
and insects. Cattails and bulrushes defined the ponds and waterways that dominated the 
landscape. Sagebrush, greasewood and rabbitbrush grew on the hills and at the edges of the 
wetlands. Mammoths and other megafauna had died out about 1,000 years before, but antelope, 
marmots and rabbits were plentiful.

He died in terrible pain. Three of his teeth had abscessed and were draining through an open sore 
on his right cheek. The infection probably poisoned his blood. His people cared for him. 
Scientists found the remains of his last meal—chub and sucker fish, boiled and mashed—in his 
stomach. He died shortly after eating it. His people draped him in a rabbit fur blanket and 
wrapped him in a woven mat, worn from long use. They buried him in the cave. When found in 
1940, the man was lying on his right side, his hand beneath his chin, and he still had dark hair on 
his head. He wore moccasins of antelope hide with marmot fur tops. Shredded tule reeds served 
as his socks. The Nevada State Museum initially placed his antiquity at no more than 2,000 
years.

Spirit Cave Man’s people buried him in this cave near Fallon more than 10,000 years ago.
PHOTO COURTESY/STEVE DAVIS

After his true age was established, forensic artist Sharon Long of Reno was commissioned to 
mold a face on a replica of his skull. She has used the same reconstruction technique to identify 
decomposed murder victims and other skulls unearthed by archaeologists. Long said she was 
surprised at the man’s bone structure. He had wide-set eyes, a broad nose, a long, narrow skull, 
and an outward-projecting face. He lacked the pronounced cheekbones that scientists would 
expect to find in ancestors of American Indians.

As with other ancient skulls found to date, his features looked more Northern Asian than Native 
American, she said. Nevada officials announced Long’s bust would go on public display in 1998, 
but tribal governments said the man was their relative and objected to the display and to any 
further testing of the mummy.



Skull wars
Scientific consensus is that the Paiute, Shoshone, Ute and Goshute occupied central Nevada after 
3,000 years ago. Other people were here before them, but their identities have been lost to time. 
Traditional Nevada Indians have their own truth: the Great Basin is their Eden; they were created 
here at the dawn of time. Tribal leaders insist all ancient remains are the bones of their ancestors. 
Fallon Paiute-Shoshone Tribal Chairman Len George, whose tribe took the lead in the legal 
battle, did not return multiple calls for comment. But tribal officials and members interviewed by 
this writer in the 1990s and early 2000s made their position clear:

“We have been here since the beginning of time,” said Rochanne Downs, a member of the tribe 
who was involved in the repatriation efforts in 2000. “We’ve already lost so much of our history 
and culture. We don’t want our grandfather buried in a file cabinet. We want to rebury him at 
home.”

Norm Harry, who was then chairman of the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, said exhuming 
ancestors’ graves is “disgusting” and disrespectful. “If you want to dig up people whose 
descendants don’t object, that’s fine,” Harry said. “But we have very strong spiritual beliefs. We 
are connected to the Earth. When you disturb an ancestor that person’s spiritual journey into the 
next world is disrupted.”

Long’s sculpture intensified the rift between scientists and Native Americans. Nevada officials 
backed away from the controversy early on (“Remains to be seen,” RN&R, March 12 1997). To 
placate tribal concerns, members of Gov. Bob Miller’s administration locked up the model of the 
man’s head, which was paid for with public funds. Officials declined to include details about the 
mummy in museum displays. They announced that the state had “no further interest” in studying 
the remains, which were under federal control. Two Nevada State Museum anthropologists, who 
favored more testing, exited their jobs as the controversy escalated. A state official pressured a 
blogger, who was related to a state employee, to remove links and references to the Spirit Cave 
case from her personal webpage.

In 2000, Nevada’s attorney general threatened to prosecute Long for “theft of state property” 
because she displayed a copy of the bust at an anthropology conference. Long, who has done 
forensic facial reconstructions on models of skulls for the Smithsonian, other museums, police 
departments and Indian tribes, routinely kept copies of her work. Her contract with the state did 
not forbid the practice.

“Everybody was walking on eggs so as not to offend the tribes,” Long said. “I had to hire a 
lawyer, and it cost me a lot of money to defend myself.”

State officials at the time said they were trying to make amends for a past when Indian sites were 
plundered and Indians were treated as an extinct people who had no say in the protection of their 
ancestors’ graves. They said the museum’s initial testing was done without consulting the tribes, 
and they wanted to enhance cooperation with the Native Americans, not further alienate them. 
Anthropologists argued that the remains were too old to be directly related to any living people 
and that fundamentalism of any stripe should not dictate scientific inquiry.

A 1990 law mandates that Indian remains be returned to the tribe most closely connected to 
them, but the federal government ruled that the mummy was “unaffiliated” with any group. The 



determination was based on a lack of archeological evidence that would indicate a link between 
cultures. Stephanie Damadio, who in 2000 was the national curator for the BLM, wrote in her 
report that “all American communities had a right to the knowledge these remains can provide.”

The man’s fate was in legal limbo until the Fallon tribe reached their agreement with the 
government and scientists. Tiny samples from the man’s remains yielded usable DNA.

American genesis
A summary of the DNA results was released in November. They indicate Spirit Cave Man isn’t 
directly related to any living or now-vanished geographical group represented in a DNA 
database. However, the man is more closely related to Native Americans than any other people 
on the planet, the report said. His genes have more in common with the Indians of Central and 
South America than to North American native groups.

[image-3]
Mutations in his DNA indicate descent from Siberians who lived 24,000 years ago as well as 
from East Asians. Scientists theorize that members from the two groups interbred in Siberia. 
Their descendants may have lived on the edge of Beringia, the now-submerged land mass 
between Siberia and Alaska.

Scientific consensus beginning in the 1930s was that the first humans arrived from Siberia 
around 13,000 years ago. They followed their food—mammoths—through an ice-free corridor 
southward, according to the theory. But over the last two decades, prehistoric sites on both 
continents yielded carbon-14 dates as early as 14,500 years ago, long before the corridor existed. 
The original inhabitants must have traveled to the New World some other way and arrived 
thousands of years earlier than suspected.

The genomes of Spirit Cave Man and of the Anzick Child, the 12,600-year-old remains of a 
toddler found in Montana, are similar, the DNA report says. Genetic results led to a revised 
theory: At some point around 16,000 years ago, a relatively small band of these people made 
their way from Beringia south down the Pacific Coast, on foot or in small boats. Their 
descendants spread south and east to populate the Americas. Sometime later, other bands left 
Siberia and followed an ice-free corridor into North America.

Genetic markers that resulted from the interbreeding of the two groups in Asia can be found in 
most North American Indians and an even greater percentage of Central and South American 
tribal people, scientists say. That means one small band of humans begat all the great 
civilizations of this hemisphere, according to Eske Willerslev of the University of Copenhagen, 
whose team mapped the genomes of the Anzick and Spirit Cave remains.

So in a way, the Indians were right: the New World forged a new people. Their DNA signature 
has, so far, been found in no other group of humans, living or extinct, anywhere else on the 
planet. This continent is the site of their genesis. But if Indians in Peru are more closely related 
to Spirit Cave Man than any North American people, shouldn’t they have a say in the disposition 
of Nevada’s ancient remains? If so, which tribe? At what point in time do such remains become 
the property of all humanity?



Melvin Brown, whose 
Shoshone-Paiute 
ancestors are buried all 
around northern 
Nevada, sees the 
problem as a false 
conflict between 
science and spirituality. 
Some things are 
matters of faith. 
Science and spirituality 
can exist in harmony, 
Brown said, when there 
is mutual 
understanding between 
Native Americans and 
other groups. Scientists 
should always respect 
tribal culture and 
beliefs, he said, and 
work to build bridges. 
He said Indians may 
seek knowledge about 
their origins without 
having to reject 
tradition.

Science, he said, can’t 
explain everything. 
“There’s definitely 
something spiritual 
that’s a part of [Spirit 
Cave Man],” Brown 
said.

The dusty trail
Early attempts by the state and tribes to keep information about Spirit Cave Man hidden from the 
public were unsuccessful. Long’s busts of the man, displayed on TV programs, including 60 
Minutes and PBS’s Nova, have been seen by millions. Articles have appeared in scientific 
journals and magazines. A few Nevada teachers ferreted out information and shared it with their 
students.

For 10 years, teachers Deb Sutherland and Vivian Olds taught their Fernley Elementary School 
students about Spirit Cave Man. They invited anthropologists and Native Americans to speak to 
classes and took pupils on a field trip to the cave. Sutherland and Olds said students were 
encouraged to do their own research and reach their own conclusions. In 2002, several Fernley 
students were invited to present their research at a regional anthropology conference in Elko.



Olds said a state official tried to convince her students to cancel their talk. The kids declined. 
During their presentation, a woman sat in the front row and wept. She was upset that the students 
were talking about the man she considered her ancient relative. The students were respectful of 
her, but continued their presentation, Olds said. She said she is glad the DNA tests were 
completed and have added to our understanding of the peopling of the Americas.

“Spirit Cave Man’s story is being told,” she said. “You can’t keep a good man down.”

The Fallon tribe won’t say where the remains are now, but an underground vault located on the 
Stillwater Wildlife Refuge contains the bones from hundreds of very old Native American graves 
exposed—and studied by scientists with the cooperation of tribal members—during a drought in 
the 1980s. It’s possible the vault will serve as a secure sepulcher for the man, who may already 
have been interred.

After a long sojourn, the spirit of the first Nevadan can resume its celestial walk along the Milky 
Way—the “dusty trail” of Paiute tradition—and continue the long trek to the next world                                          
https://www.newsreview.com/reno/spirit-in-the-sky/content?oid=23511128 
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Big Protests Are Fine, But Here’s a To-Do List for Lasting Change

After the inauguration and the Women’s March on Washington, what comes next? To make real 
change, we’ll need to build power where we live.

Sarah van Gelder posted Jan 18, 2017
As the Trump regime rolls out, the need for building local power becomes startlingly clear.

Many will march in the Women’s March on Saturday, and that promises to be an important 
statement against normalizing the Trump administration.

But after the big events are over, what next? National demonstrations are important, but to make 
real change, we’ll need to build power where we live.

It’s in our communities that we can resist hate and stand up for each other.

In communities we have the moral authority to insist on the changes we need and to build the 
sort of world we want. By building connections—even with people who vote differently—we 
can find common purpose that transcends polarized politics. On that basis, we can resist those 
who would force pipelines or deportations on us and reclaim our power as “we the people” of the 
United States.

So what does it actually mean to build power where you live?

As I traveled across the United States reporting for YES! and for the book, The Revolution 
Where You Live: Stories from a 12,000 Mile Journey Through a New America, I found answers 
as diverse as the communities I visited.

The following, adapted from the book chapter, “101 Ways to Reclaim Local Power,” regroups 
these ideas under the categories of Reconnect, Resist, and Revitalize. Some are major projects; 
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some are simple changes in habits. None is a quick fix, but as I discovered on my trip, this work, 
grounded in place, can release enormous energy and even joy.

1) Reconnect to your human and ecological community

· Learn about the original people whose land you live on, and acknowledge them.

· Convene get-togethers for people who don’t normally interact: old and young, police and 
community, people of different races and places of origin.

· Learn about the links between soil health and human health.

· Learn where your water comes from, how it gets to homes, schools, and businesses, and how 
(and whether) it is safe.

· Walk outside. Pause to talk with people you encounter.

· Attend someone else’s ceremony or celebration.

· Make space for everyone to speak for themselves, especially those often silenced or 
marginalized.

· Meet for coffee with someone who is feeling isolated.

· Get to know the people who are just arriving in your community, especially refugees and 
immigrants.

· Offer translation at community events.

2) Resist hate, exclusion, and policies that impoverish your community

· Learn about police practices in your community: Are people of color or immigrants more likely 
to be stopped, arrested, prosecuted, and sentenced? Does an inability to post bonds mean some 
are in jail for extended time periods awaiting trial?

· Avoid e-commerce and corporate chains. Grow local, shop local, share local.

· Learn the mechanics of voting and ballot access; resist efforts that exclude eligible voters.

· Pay attention to outside entities that are looking to exploit or privatize the commons, and sound 
the alarm.

· Find out who in your community is not free—buried in debt, in prison, being trafficked. 
Support their vision of liberation.

· Sponsor election debates; the people who are most marginalized should moderate and ask the 
most questions.



· Ask for help. (Don’t be a martyr!) People often want to pitch in but aren’t sure how. Create 
spaces for leadership to emerge.

3) Revitalize your community and reclaim power

· Encourage retiring business owners to sell their businesses to workers.

· Introduce talking circles to schools so that students have a safe way to resolve conflicts.

· Hold celebrations featuring the diverse foods, music, dance, and art from the cultures that make 
up your community.

· Clean and conserve water by creating wetlands and rain gardens.

· Start a licensed kitchen incubator so people can process and sell their favorite salsa or soup.

· Encourage your library to loan out tools, bicycles, and clothes for job interviews.

· Organize to establish community-owned electricity generation, such as solar or wind power.

· Learn and teach facilitation, mediation, and circle processes so people can work effectively 
together.

· Run for local office.

· Hold forums to set community priorities, and invite elected officials to respond to your agenda. 
Ask for commitments and report-backs.

 http://www.yesmagazine.org/people-power/big-trump-protests-are-fine-but-heres-a-to-do-list-fo-
lasting-change-20170118 
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National Geographic Education                                                                                                          
Check out this handy critical thinking cheatsheet, courtesy Global Digital Citizen 
Foundation. This is one of our new go-tos when making study guides!          http://
on.natgeo.com/2j5hpF3 
******************************************************************************
83% of Americans can't do as well on the SATs as they did back then                                          
Hope you've studied up on your grammar knowledge...                  offbeat.topix.com 
*************************************************************************** 
'Perpetual Revolution' Shows Artists Shaping Their Times By HOLLAND COTTER                                    
In the digital present, captured here at the International Center of Photography, visual culture 
does more than reflect reality: For better and for worse, it creates it. 
******************************************************************************
Emergency and national security priority projects draft  http://www.mcclatchydc.com/
news/politics-government/white-house/article128492164.html       
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