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From Standing Rock to Black Rock, Burning Man Welcomes Native Voices
What does an Indigenous-led prayerful movement to protect sacred water have in common with 
the world’s most popular West Coast bohemian, electronic-music...
huffingtonpost.com
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Nevada Women’s History Project

The Women’s Biographies page is an extension of the Jean Ford Research Center. It is under 
development indefinitely. Please Email us for more research information or to a make a Nevada 
Women’s biographical contribution. For additional research on Nevada Women, you may wish to 
contact the Jean Ford Research Center directly at 775-786-2335 or 770 Smithridge Drive, Suite 
300, Reno, Nevada 89502.
Submitting a Biography

Biography Release FormA signed release form must be completed for each biography.

Instructions for SubmissionPlease read the instructions for Submitting Bios.

Format for SubmissionFollow the Nevada Biography Submission Format.

******************
Ben W. Sherman

Sustainable Cultural Tourism by Susan M. 
Guyette, Ph.D. Highly suitable guide for 
developing the right kind of Indigenous 
tourism. For Susan's blog see... http://
greenfiretimes.com/…/04/sustainable-cultural-
tourism/

Tar Sands Pipeline Companies 
Oversee Hundreds of Oil Spills
Tim Donaghy and Lawrence Carter, 
Energydesk: The companies behind four 
proposed pipelines that would transport oil 
from Canada's tar sands have spilled 
63,000 barrels of hazardous liquids -- 
including crude oil -- from their existing US 
pipeline network since 2010, according to 
government data. The effort to increase tar 
sands oil production in Canada is one of 
the dirtiest in the world.
Read the Article 

Keystone XL Foes Vow to Put Their 
Bodies on the Line to Protect the 
Planet

             
       Read the Article at Common Dreams
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Reckoning Ahead for Arizona as Water Imbalance Grows on Colorado River                    
MATT WEISER, Water Deeply

IN ARIZONA, WATER scarcity is like the background hum of conversation in a popular 
restaurant: unrelenting. But even in this desert state, the ever-present strain on water supplies 
could soon be felt more acutely.

Poison once flowed in America's waters. With Trump, it might again                                       
Peter Gleick The Guardian

As a scientist working for decades on national and global water and climate challenges, I must 
speak out against what I see as an assault on America’s water resources.

Trump administration urged to avoid salmon protection rules                                            
KEITH RIDLER, ASSOCIATED PRESS

A group that represents farmers is calling the costs of saving imperiled salmon in the largest 
river system in the Pacific Northwest unsustainable and is turning to the Trump administration to 
sidestep endangered species laws. 

 Court fight to reveal whether Sessions will follow Obama water agenda
WND.com

It’s a case that already has received considerable attention because of the eye-catching 
headlines about a farmer being fined – possibly tens of millions of dollars – for plowing his own 
land in preparation to plant wheat.

 Illegal Marijuana Farm Damages California Archaeological Site                             
CBS San Francisco Bay Area

Water was diverted from a tributary stream of Trout Creek, a major tributary to the Kern River. 
Fertilizer and pesticides, including illegal carbofuran and zinc ...

 Three Renewable Energy Numbers to Impress Your Friends With: 7, 43, 50                              
https://www.ecowatch.com/renewable-energy-revolution-2468794556.html?
utm_source=EcoWatch+List&utm_campaign=99f658551b-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_49c7d43dc9-99f658551b-85895669     
Ed note:  “with which to impress your friends.........”  sdc

Creating an Ecological Society: Toward a Revolutionary Transformation
How can a genuinely democratic, equitable and sustainable society be created? Fred Magdoff 
and Chris Williams light the path away from capitalism, in a book hailed by Noam Chomsky as 
"a very valuable contribution to addressing the social and ecological challenge."

Get the Book With a Donation to Truthout 

Harold Monteau
Trump’s plan calls for the elimination of approximately 241 Bureau of Indian 
Affairs positions. Indian education would lose $64.4 million, and funding to Indian...             
See More
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Dutch Students Design Biodegradable Electric Car
https://www.ecowatch.com/biodegradable-car-2471421373.html?
utm_source=EcoWatch+List&utm_campaign=4b9046d4fd-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_49c7d43dc9-4b9046d4fd-85895669

Only Renewables Can Provide the Jobs and Revenue Trump Promised From Oil          
By Jeremy Deaton

Since the beginning, President Donald Trump promised that stripping regulations on oil 
companies would drive employment. "We're bringing back jobs big league," he said.

But, after six months of regulatory rollback, Trump has done almost nothing that will create jobs 
on oil fields or offshore rigs. That's because low oil prices, not environmental protections, are 
stunting job growth, and Trump's push to nix federal regulations and expand drilling will only 
make oil cheaper.

Keep reading...
****************************** 
Diary of Tasker Oddie 
Wildlife and ranching 
observations from 1898-1902
Read about what Nevada's wildlife 
and ranching was like back at the 
turn of the century. 

February 10, 1898: (Austin) “The 
country from Battle Mountain to 
Austin is the most genuine western 
country you can imagine. You see 
there some of the genuine ranches 
and real cowboys. The country is 
nothing but alkali and sagebrush 
but cattle live on it…the air is 
simply delightful and the climate is 
as fine as any that can be found.”

February 16th 1898: (Austin) “I 
have not seen any game yet…there 
are lots of sage hens…There are a 
good many coyotes around.
A man can get all he wants [horses] 
in the country for nothing. They 
run wild by the hundreds…he told 
me he has over 500 head out in the 
mountain…horses that are not used 
are turned out to shift for 
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themselves all year round.”

February 27, 1898: (Austin): “This afternoon we watched some cowboys round up a herd of 
ponies in the valley and bring them up to the town. We could see them running full tilt a number 
of miles away. I went to town and saw them in a corral. Several of the cowboys rode some of 
them and got thrown about ten feet. It was a pretty wild sight and the cowboys are a pretty wild 
lot.”

March 18, 1898: (Ione): “There is a man who has a livery stable…he owns 500 head [of horses]
…his horses are all running wild…”

March 22, 1898: (While staying at the Winder Ranch in Reese River Valley) “Lee is a great 
hunter…knows everything about guns and game and shoots a great deal of it…They get lots of 
sage hens, ducks and blue mountain grouse…last winter Lee shot and killed a large timber 
wolf…he has its skin now. He gave me two coyote skins…he wants me to go hunting with him 
next fall at a place beyond Ione where the Indians killed a great many deer…I shot at a coyote 
while coming on the summit of the Shoshone Mountains about five miles outside Ione… The 
Indians kill a lot of ground squirrels…they do not like to kill coyotes because they believe they 
will turn into them when they die.”

June 23, 1989: (Austin): “…I met Pat Walsh, the largest and richest ranchman in this part of the 
country. He has many thousand head of cattle, and a great many horses…”

July 29, 1898: (Ione) “I killed a large rattlesnake in front of our boarding house.”

September 14, 1898: (Ione) “The Indians shoot a good many deer up the river [Reese] and bring 
the skins to the town to sell them.”

September 28, 1898: (Ione): “I kept on the trail [next to upper Reese River] after passing the 
upper corral… Lee Otts brother has a band of sheep in the mountains near the head of Reese 
River…my horse stood the ride all right…It is hard for him, every little while we would see a 
band of wild horses… my horse puts his ears up and wants to follow them as such a short time 
ago he was one of them… in their wild state they are not worth a dollar a piece.”

September 28, 1898: (Upper Reese River): “I passed a few Indians…they were fishing and 
hunting deer. On the trail I saw a number of deer tracks, but I did not see any deer… I saw a 
porcupine…” (Oddie rides into Belmont. On his return trip he writes the following) “At Lee
Ott’s ranch I walked around there and saw some large wild cat tracks, but did not see the wild 
cats…On our way up the trail [in the Toquima Range] I shot two blue mountain grouse with my 
pistol…they stay around the timbered streams high up in the mountains and are beautiful birds…
they are of a bluish gray color and are fine eating.”

October 22, 1898: (Ione) “I have seen a good deal of ranch life while in this country, and here the 
old fashioned rancher and “cowboys” live… Cattle run in the mountains for many miles, and are 
rounded up twice a year and branded… beef cattle are picked out in the fall to be driven to the 
railroad and shipped. The ranchmen, as a rule, are pretty hard up right now, as they have had 
heavy losses in the last few years… I think the toughest people in the whole land are to be found 



right here… there are a few who have large numbers of cattle, and all of them have hundreds of 
horses, which are of little or no value. Thousands can be bought for a dollar or two a head, but 
that does not mean that they can be sold for more, because it is so hard to catch them.”

October 25, 1898: (Austin) “Pat Walsh is going to have his horses rounded up this fall soon… he 
must have nearly two thousand head.”

October 31, 1898: (Ione) “I shot a coyote…”

November 17, 1898: (Reese River) “Went down on the river duck shooting...only got one duck…
the confounded Indians had been hunting them.”

January 19, 1899: (Belmont) “I went from Cloverdale to San Antonio… two families live 
there… they have a ranch… cattle and sheepmen take their stock south of there every winter.”

January 19, 1899: (On the road between Ione and Belmont)… “[The road] between Ione and 
Cloverdale…very dreary rough ride…not a human being in sight…only coyotes and 
jackrabbits.” (While crossing the Toquima Range into Belmont) “I saw a good many tracks in the 
snow of all kinds of animals, coyotes, wildcats, etc.”

January 22, 1899: (in Big Smoky Valley at Otts Ranch) “We tried to trap some coyotes beside a 
dead horse…he catches a good many of them every winter, also some wildcats around the 
house…on the road from Belmont I shot at a badger and coyote.”

February 7, 1899: (Lister Ranch, near Austin) “The boys wanted to see their traps. On the two 
days before I was there, they caught two large wildcats and two coyotes. There is a bounty on the 
former of $1 a head, and on the latter .50 cents a head.”

February 7, 1899: (Austin) “Friday afternoon I rode out to Watts Ranch… he owned a number of 
ranches in the county… in the hard winter of 1888-1889 he lost about $160,000 worth of cattle 
and sheep so he has had hard work getting on his feet again… I went to Listers ranch… Lister 
lost about 4500 cattle in the hard winter… he showed me a pile of bones… now he cuts hay on 
the valley lands… as a general rule the cattle go all year round on what they can pick up in the 
mountains…”

February 18, 1899: (Austin) “We stopped for lunch at Jensen’s Ranch in Smokey Valley… 
Jensen is a Swede and has probably near 20,000 sheep. They are driven south every winter…”

May 13, 1899: (Austin) “Siebert and I rode down to Ledley to see the sheep shearers work. 
Jensen is having 5000 of his sheep sheared… [there are] ten shearers, and they get six cents a 
head… some of the larger yields about 10 pounds of wool.”

May 21, 1899: (Watts Ranch) “We had fresh trout both nights for supper. They catch them right 
near the house in the stream.”

May 21, 1899: (Austin) “It was exciting working chasing wild mustangs in wild country. We 
drove some in a corral up one of the canyons and caught several and branded one… one old 



Italian over in Smokey Valley started a few years ago with just a few cattle. Now he has over six 
hundred head. He makes a business of branding long ears [unbranded wild calves].”

July 18, 1899: “I stayed last night at Wallace’s Ranch, at the mouth of Big Creek Canyon…a fine 
stream of water…full of trout.”

July 27, 1899: (Austin) “I stayed at Spencers Ranch…they have hundreds of thousands of acres
of mountain land, the same as everybody else, for range for their horses and cattle.”

August 17, 1899: (Oddie starts a cinnabar mine on the south side of Mt. Jefferson in the Toquima 
Range) “There is plenty of game in those mountains - deer, antelopes, wildcats, coyotes, and a 
few mountain lions. I saw some deer tracks below the mine when I was up there. There are lots 
of sage hens up there too, and some grouse.” (On Indians): “They catch quantities of ground 
squirrels or gophers. They throw them in the fire whole and eat everything that was worn inside 
and outside of the animal. They eat rabbits in the same way.”

September 30, 1899: (During a ride through Big Smoky Valley) “…I did not follow a trail, but 
took a straight line. It was mostly flat country to ride through. I saw quantities of jackrabbits, but 
did not get any.”

September 30, 1899: (Belmont) “Today an Indian brought my mule I bought in Belmont. He and 
another Indian had to run it a whole day to catch it as it was with a band of wild mustangs in 
Monitor Valley.”

October 6, 1899: (Belmont) “I lost their tracks [of his mules] and walked for hours to get up to a 
band of wild mustangs. I thought they were with the band, but they were not.”

October 16, 1899: (Describing a projected ride up Jett Canyon to Reese River) “I will then ride 
over to Ione with him, and will take him through Jett Canyon pass in the Toiyabe Range. It is the 
pass I went over a year ago. It is grand and there are plenty of deer and Mt. sheep up there, so we 
may get a shot at some.”

December 19, 1899: (Belmont) “The land south of here gradually turns into desert…but in
winter, when the snow is on the mountains down there, the cattle and sheepmen drive their stock
down there, as they can eat the white sage [winterfat] and eat the snow in the mountains till
spring, when they are driven north again. It is said 100,000 sheep will be driven down there this 
winter…bands are going down now. The sheep are closely herded in bands by Dagoes and 
Chinamen; otherwise the coyotes would make short work of them.”

January 1, 1900: “An Indian was up in the Spanish Belt Mountains [early name for the Toquima 
Range] a few days ago hunting near where my mine is. He got four deer. I bought a hindquarter 
from him for $1.50.”

January 1, 1900: (Belmont) “Mr. Ernst has a store here. His father has a number of ranches in
Monitor Valley, and has about 30,000 sheep…”
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January, 16, 1900: 
(Describing a trip to South Klondike, a mining camp south of Tonopah)
“I expect to get some antelope, as there are lots of them down there.”

January 30, 1900: “I had a pleasant trip [to South Klondike]…it is a dry desert country and 
nothing lives there but a few coyotes and tarantulas...”

January 30, 1900: (Belmont) “We started from Belmont and got as far as Rye Patch… it is
simply a low place in the valley with some wild rye grass growing there… we passed several
bands of sheep travelling north because there is not snow enough for them south of here…”

February 27, 1900: (Belmont) “You asked about my mule… she vamoosed from the mine in
winter and I have not seen her since. Some buckaroos saw her in Monitor Valley with a band of
wild mustangs.”

April 9, 1900: (Belmont) “…Potts Ranch (Monitor Valley)... Potts is a Scotsman…
they keep quite a large band of sheep… is considered the best sheepman in this part of the
county. He is quite well off…Potts takes his sheep south in the winter and summers them in the 
range east of his ranch. His range extends probably 150 miles…

August 20, 1900: (Belmont) “Coming home I stopped for lunch at the ranch of an old bachelor 
named Andy Johnson. He kills wild horses to feed his hogs, chickens and turkeys and also 
himself. Dead horse bones are lying all over his place near his house. He is quite a character, and 
is full of fun…”

August 28, 1900: (Near Manhattan) “I killed a rattlesnake and came near killing another…an 
Indian killed a large deer a few days ago…I took 20lbs @ .10 cents … and also got the head as it 
is a beauty. The Indian shot him right in the trail I went over a few weeks ago on my way up to 
the head of Pine Creek. There are lots of them up there. A few days ago old Indian Aleck shot a 
large deer west of here, in the mountains west of Moore’s Ranch in Smoky Valley. It was so large 
he left it and came down after another Indian to help him bring it down. When they returned the 
deer had been carried off by a mountain lion…they could see its tracks”.

https://www.facebook.com/mono.lake.9
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September 4, 1900: “We hunted…in the canyons below [the mine] for grouse and got seven. 
They are beautiful birds and are nicer to eat than sage hen. They are only found in the mountain
canyons where there are trees high above the valleys. They are only found when there are 
streams.”

October 2, 1900: (Belmont) “I went out in Monitor Valley a few days ago with two cowboys and 
two Indians to try and get a band of wild mustangs. I wanted to get my mule out… and the rest of 
the crowd wanted to get some wild horses to break for the government… we started several 
hundred down the valley, but most got away… we were going to corral them at Pine Creek, 20 
miles away… they…are in demand now by the different governments for Calvary purposes. The 
German government is buying horses in the vicinity of Austin now.”

October 18, 1900: (Oddie and Jim Butler have founded Tonopah and Oddie is living there in a 
tent) “We fully expected to shoot an antelope but did not, as a fool of a prospector who went 
down there frightened them away…but on the way home I shot some jackrabbits.”

October 25, 1900: (Belmont) (Describing the Tonopah area) “It is a hard place to haul, as we
cannot carry hay and the horses will have to rustle a living somehow. The mustangs have eaten
up the feed around the springs.”

November 6, 1900: “I saw some fresh antelope tracks at the spring the day we came up, made the 
same day, but I did not see an antelope. I shot a large badger, and then skinned him. It is a pretty 
one.”

December 4th, 1900: “The day I left the mine three of the men left an hour ahead of me, to clean 
out the spring. When they got there, there were two large antelope which stood quite a while 
within 50 yards of the men looking at them, but they had no gun.”

February 19, 1901: (Belmont) Cattle and sheep are far south of here now, probably from 50 to 
100 miles, as this snow has been heavy down there. Many have died in this storm. It looks like 
another storm now…The mustangs are mostly south now too. Thousands of them. I wish they 
would not come back, as they are a pest in this country.”

July 2, 1901: (Tonopah)“There are over a hundred jackasses around camp, as lots of the men 
who come in bring them. They are the prospector’s friend in this country. They are called 
Arizona nightingales.”
[There is more than a year of no wildlife or livestock entries as Oddie is extremely busy building 
the town of Tonopah and its brand-new mines from scratch. He soon becomes a millionaire - but 
loses it all following the crash of 1906-1907.]

March 3, 1902: (Tonopah) “You will be surprised at my having bought the Pine Creek Ranch…
the stream rises near the summit…it is full of fine mountain trout…there are lots of deer up in the 
mountains back of the ranch. Also wildcats, lynx and an occasional Mt. lion.”

March 20, 1902“I am much interested in my ranch, and when I make some money I intend to 
raise nothing but pure bred Hereford cattle. There is more money in raising fewer cattle of pure 
breed… than in raising a large number of scrub cattle.”



Oddie goes on to become a major player in Nevada politics, although he was unfortunately a 
pawn of the then dominant “Wingfield machine”. Regardless, his observations are fascinating to 
read for any Nevadan with an interest in Nevada’s historical wildlife, economic development and 
its western culture. For further reading see “Letters from the Nevada Frontier” by Douglas and 
Nylen.
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"We should always remember the past, but we do not necessarily need to revere it." What to do 
with memorials to histories that have been repudiated? The National Trust for Historic 
Preservation responds to the controversies surrounding confederate memorials, which are at the 
center of the tragic events in Charlottesville last weekend. In Hungary and other places, statues 
from the communist period are moved to a park, which becomes a museum for them.

National Trust Statement on Confederate Memorials |
National Trust Statement on Confederate Memorials from president and CEO Stephanie Meeks
savingplaces.org
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Circle of Blue

“Water is life. From 
this moment on, I would like to encourage the leadership of this community to take ownership of 
this facility and sustain it for the sake of our children.” –Sanusi Savage, head of the International 
Organization for Migration in Sierra Leone, in reference to a new water purification plant gifted 
to Sierra Leone by the UN Migration Agency and the Japanese government. The facility will 
provide safe drinking water to a settlement where inhabitants often have to fetch water from 
unprotected wells or travel to streams that are miles away.  Relief Web
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$384 billion Amount the United States needs to invest to keep water clean in the coming 
decades, according to EPA estimates. An analysis of 680,000 water quality violations revealed 
that as many as 63 million Americans have faced multiple exposures to hazardous drinking water 
in the past ten years. Industrial dumping, farming pollution, and pipe deterioration were named 
as key reasons for the unsafe exposure.  USA Today

A case study conducted by an MIT-based research team found that modest additions to current 
water infrastructure could do more to combat water shortages than expensive, large-scale 
projects. The study focused on Melbourne, Australia, where a major desalination plant was built 
to help remedy a 12-year drought, but not completed until after drought conditions had receded. 
The plant has been largely unused, prompting researchers to argue that small improvements to 
existing water infrastructure would have been a less expensive, more sustainable solution.  MIT 
News
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Aunt Evangeline Holley, funeral services will be Thursday, August 17th, 2017 at the Battle 
Mountain Convention Center, Battle Mountain Nevada. All donations and food are welcome. We 
are all going to miss her so much.
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