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Walz 
administration to continue legal challenge to Enbridge’s Line 3 pipeline project

By Walker Orenstein

MinnPost photo by Walker Orenstein
A group of faith and indigenous leaders gathered Friday at the Capitol to protest Line 3.
Gov. Tim Walz on Tuesday said his administration would continue legal action started by his 
predecessor Mark Dayton to challenge the construction of a northern Minnesota oil pipeline, 
siding with environmentalists, tribes and many DFLers in the governor’s first major decision on 
the future of a natural resources project.

Walz said his office would file a petition with the Public Utilities Commission asking the 
independent regulators to reconsider approving a critical Certificate of Need for Enbridge’s Line 
3. That petition is expected to be rejected, but it’s the first step toward filing a lawsuit over the 
$2.6 billion crude oil line plan.

The governor and his Department of Commerce had been mulling whether to drop Dayton’s 
appeal after taking office, but ultimately decided to stay the course after the lawsuit was thrown 
out last week for being filed too early. In a written statement Tuesday morning, Walz didn’t say 
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he personally opposed Line 3, but acknowledged Enbridge has yet to win over many people 
concerned the project will help accelerate global warming and pose a spill risk to water and wild 
rice.

“As I often say, projects like these don’t only need a building permit to go forward, they also 
need a social permit,” Walz said. “Our administration has met with groups on all sides of this 
issue, and Minnesotans deserve clarity.”

Enbridge wants to build Line 3 as a replacement for an old and corroding 1960s-era pipeline 
running through Minnesota on its way from Edmonton to Superior, Wisconsin. It’s one of several 
that cut through the region.
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
                                                     
The 34-inch pipeline is running at about half its normal capacity, and the Calgary-based 
company worries it’s a safety risk. The PUC, whose members were all appointed by Dayton, 
cited safety as a priority when unanimously approving the Certificate of Need for Line 3. The 
planned 36-inch pipeline would carry about 760,000 barrels of oil each day on a different route 
through northern Minnesota, passing through the Mississippi headwaters, land on which tribes 
retain hunting and gathering rights and treasured lake country.

“Replacing an aging pipeline with new, modern construction, is the safest and best option for 
protecting the environment and communities,” Juli Kellner, a spokeswoman for Enbridge, told 
MinnPost in an email on Monday. In a Tuesday follow up, Kellner said Walz’s decision was 
“unfortunate” given the “thorough” review the Line 3 has faced.

Supporters of the project have argued that failing to build Line 3 would result in more oil trains, 
rather than less oil moving through Minnesota. (Some dispute that.) The project would also be a 
swift boost to rural economies in the region, winning support from many in the GOP and some 
labor unions. Mel Olson, president of United Piping, a Duluth-based company that often 
contracts with Enbridge, said Line 3 would give Minnesota workers good jobs close to home, 
when they’re often working on far-flung projects for weeks at at time.

“It means that they feed their families and get to see them a little more often than they normally 
do because this is in their backyards,” Olson told MinnPost.

Walz’s decision drew swift condemnation from Republicans and some in the DFL. Senate 
Majority Leader Paul Gazelka, R-Nisswa, said Walz made a “mistake” and that clarity is not 
needed on a project that has been heavily scrutinized. “There’s a lot of jobs that are waiting on 
this project to move forward,” Gazelka said.

Senate Majority Leader Paul Gazelka condemned Walz’s decision.
Line 3 has faced vociferous protests, however, from those who see any new infrastructure to 
support fossil fuels as a harmful accelerant to global warming. Opponents also point out 
Enbridge spills in Minnesota and around the country as evidence oil pipelines are far from 
infallible.
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
                                                 
On Friday, a group of church and indigenous leaders gathered at the state Capitol to urge Walz to 
fight Line 3 by restarting the appeals process, just one of many similar gatherings in recent 
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weeks. Rebecca Voelker, Director of the Center for Sustainable Justice and a reverend at Lyndale 
United Church of Christ, said “because we say ‘yes’ to the sacredness of water and life, we must 
say ‘no’ to this Line 3 project.”

Joe Plummer, an attorney for the Red Lake and White Earth Bands of Ojibwe, praised Walz and 
Lt. Gov. Peggy Flanagan in a statement on Tuesday for fighting to “protect the rights, health and 
way of life of the Ojibwe people.”

“The PUC was wrong to allow Enbridge to build Line 3 through treaty-protected lands,” he said, 
“and we look forward to making our case in court.”

Walz’s petition is likely to be just one of many, as environmental groups have been quick to 
challenge Line 3 at every step in what has been a years-long regulatory process. The Department 
of Commerce has been challenging the PUC’s decision on a fairly narrow premise — that 
Enbridge hasn’t properly shown demand in Minnesota for oil carried by the pipeline.
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
                                                                
The energy company hopes to build the pipeline by the end of the year, although it still needs 
permits from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, the Department of Natural Resources and 
the federal Army Corps of Engineers. Rather than deploying the sharp rhetoric that has been a 
hallmark of the Line 3 debate, Walz framed his appeal as another aspect of the ongoing 
regulatory process, akin to a fact-finding mission.

“By continuing that process, our Administration will raise the Department of Commerce’s 
concerns to the court in hopes of gaining further clarity for all involved,” he said.

MinnPost reporter Peter Callaghan contributed to this story.   
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adn.com     At the Alaska Native Medical Center, healing comes in a bowl of seal soup

Food service manager Londa Shahan offers a cup of seal soup broth to Jean Hull, a patient at the 
Alaska Native 
Medical Center in 
Anchorage, on Jan. 
22. The seal meat, 
one of a number of 
traditional Native 
foods offered each 
Tuesday, was 
donated by a 
subsistence hunter 
in Ketchikan.
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www.minnpost.com/environment/2019/02/lawmakers-propose-series-of-measures-to-
stop-march-of-chronic-wasting-disease-in-minnesota/
******************************************************************************
“To laugh often and much; to win the respect of intelligent people and the affection of children; to 
earn the appreciation of honest critics and endure the betrayal of false friends; to appreciate beauty; to 
find the best in others; to leave the world a bit better, whether by a healthy child, a garden patch, or a 
redeemed social condition; to know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived. This is to 
have succeeded.” – Ralph Waldo Emerson, and one of Jeff Bezos’s favorite quotes

“If you’re not stubborn, you’ll give up on experiments too soon. And if you’re not flexible, you’ll 
pound your head against the wall and you won’t see a different solution to a problem you’re trying to 
solve.”           – Jeff Bezos

************************************************************************************

12th Annual Nevada Department of Education
American Indian/Alaska Native Education Summit

MEET SOME OF OUR
INVITED SPEAKERS!

 Dr. Bryant T. Marks, Sr., Founding Director and Principal Trainer with the National Training Institute 
on Race and Equity

Dr. Bryant T. Marks, Sr. is a minister, researcher, trainer, and award-winning educator. His 
calling/passion/purpose is to develop the knowledge, wisdom, and skills of others that will allow 
them to reach their full potential and live their lives with purpose and passion. He is an 
Associate Professor of Psychology at Morehouse College, Founding Director and Principal 
Trainer with the National Training Institute on Race and Equity. Dr. Marks served as a 
Commissioner with the White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for African Americans 
and the White House Initiative on Historically Black Colleges and Universities with the Obama 
Administration. He was a contributor to the My Brother’s Keeper (MBK) Task Force at The White 
House. Dr. Marks also serves on the MBK Task Force for Fulton (Atlanta) County, GA and 21st 
Century Policing programs.

Dr. Marks holds a B.A. in psychology and a minor in economics from Morehouse College, and 
an M.A. and Ph.D. in Social Psychology from the University of Michigan. He was an Assistant 
Professor of psychology and African American Studies at the University of Illinois-Chicago prior 
to returning to Morehouse. Dr. Marks conducts research and professional development in the 
areas of diversity and implicit bias, Black male psychology and development, the academic 
achievement of minority college students, innovations in STEM education, and personal passion 
and productivity. Dr. Marks is married to Kimberly Marks and father to Kim, Zion-Trinity, and 
Bryant II.

Click here to learn more about The National Training Institute on Race and Equity or visit their 
website by copying and pasting this link into your browser: https://www.ntire.training/team
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 MARY KIM TITLA, Executive Director of the United National Indian Tribal Youth (UNITY)

Mary Kim Titla, San Carlos Apache, is a Native American youth advocate, former TV 
broadcaster and a former school administrator.  A 20-year veteran TV News Reporter, she spent 
most of her career working for NBC affiliate stations in Arizona. In 2007 she was inducted into 
the Cronkite Hall of Fame at Arizona State University. She estimates telling as many as 5,000 
stories during her career and has received awards from the Associated Press, Arizona Press 
Club and the Native American Journalists Association. Currently, she serves as Executive 
Director for United National Indian Tribal Youth, Inc. (UNITY), a national non-profit organization 
promoting youth leadership, citizenship and personal development among Native American 
youth. Part of UNITY’s mission is to foster the spiritual, mental, physical and social development 
of Native American youth.

UNITY is a national network organization promoting personal development, citizenship, and 
leadership among Native American 
youth. UNITY has an impressive 
track record of empowering and 
serving American Indian and 
Alaska Native youth. UNITY is well 
regarded among the 
nation’s Native American 
organizations, tribal leaders, and 
government officials.
 
Click here to learn more about 
UNITY or visit their website by 
copying and pasting this link into 
your browser: https://unityinc.org/
about/about-unity/

 CHANCE LEE RUSH, Master of 
Ceremonies and More…
 Chance Lee Ruch Is an enrolled 
member of the three affiliated tribes 
(Hidatsa), of North Dakota. 
Originating from the Northern Plains 
and from New Town, ND with an 
Oklahoma upbringing.  Chance 
currently resides in Tulsa with his wife 
Tyler English-Rush and their children.  
His foundation was established by his 
God given ability as a runner and his 
faith in God.  His vision was created in 
a dorm room in 1998 while attending 
Haskell Indian Nations University and 
his outreach was established out of a 
small room on Hope Avenue in El 
Reno, OK.  Chance learned early that 
he could use his athletic talents as a 
means to accomplish great things. He 
developed incredible drive and 
discipline to overcome all obstacles that stood in his way.  His hard work opened many doors for him. He 

https://nevadapublichealthfoundation.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c88c3edfbb0424271744c902&id=7bf8a654fa&e=bec00627de
https://nevadapublichealthfoundation.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c88c3edfbb0424271744c902&id=7bf8a654fa&e=bec00627de
https://nevadapublichealthfoundation.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c88c3edfbb0424271744c902&id=7bf8a654fa&e=bec00627de
https://nevadapublichealthfoundation.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c88c3edfbb0424271744c902&id=7bf8a654fa&e=bec00627de
https://unityinc.org/about/about-unity/
https://unityinc.org/about/about-unity/
https://unityinc.org/about/about-unity/
https://unityinc.org/about/about-unity/


ran a successful college career and most importantly, ultimately earned his degree.  Today, he serves as a 
consultant to tribes and organizations across the country in reference to business, community outreach, 
staff trainings, and curriculum development.  Chance knew he had experienced some great things and 
learned many valuable lessons along the way. His passion for strengthening Native communities 
combined with his experiences led him to the development of Cloudboy Consulting. Chance travels 
throughout the United States and Canada to work with Native communities in efforts to inspire, heal, 
motivate, and energize. He has a talent for using his energy and humor to spread a simple message, “Use 
your personal talents to lead you to greatness.” He promotes healthy living and lives his life alcohol and 
drug free.
 
OTHER TRIBAL AFFILIATIONS: (Dakota, Otoe, Arapaho, and Oneida) When he’s not in a community 
or on the road, he can be found running his favorite trail, golfing, at Lifetime Fitness, and spending time 
with his family. Chance is very proud of his most challenging work to raise strong, spiritual, independent 
children.
 
Click here to learn more about Chance Lee Rush or visit his website by copying and pasting this link into 
your browser: http://www.chancerush.com/about-chance.html

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Suzanne Brueckheimer Zea
The thinking tree.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Appeals court overturns 
FCC's attempt to throw 
70 percent of low-income 
people off broadband
https://
www.dailykos.com/
story/
2019/2/4/1832207/-
Appeals-court-
overturns-FCC-s-
attempt-to-throw-70-
percent-of-low-
income-people-off-
broadband
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Scholarships with March 15-31 Deadlines
Galvanize the Future: A Richard L. Brooks Memorial Scholarship essay contest
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $2,500	
	
 03/31/2019
Gamers Helping Gamers Scholarship	
	
 	
 	
 	
 Varies	
 	
 03/31/2019
Gladys Carol Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $5,000	
	
 03/30/2019
Gladys D. Goodson Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $2,500	
	
 03/31/2019
Gold Grant Scholarship Award	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $2,000	
	
 03/31/2019

Healy Foundation Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $3,000	
	
 03/31/2019
Hopson-Laurent Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $1,000	
	
 03/31/2019

IFDA Student Member Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $2,000	
	
 03/31/2019
IMTRA Corporation Community Scholarship	
 	
 	
 $1,500	
	
 03/31/2019
Indian Health Service Scholarships	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 Varies	
 	
 03/28/2019
Indiana Sheriffs Association Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 Varies	
 	
 03/31/2019
IOTA SIGMA PI BP SCHOLARSHIP	
 	
 	
 	
 $2,000	
	
 03/30/2019

James J. Regan Memorial Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 $500	
 	
 03/31/2019
Jeannette Rankin Women's Scholarship Fund	
 	
 	
 $2,000	
	
 03/18/2019
Jeff Baum Aviation/Aerospace Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 $500	
 	
 03/31/2019
Jill M. Balboni Memorial Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 $5,000	
	
 03/23/2019
Jim Boyce Memorial Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 Varies	
 	
 03/31/2019
JLB Young Women Voluntarism Scholarship	
	
 	
 	
 $1,000	
	
 03/31/2019
Joseph S. Murphy Scholarship for Diversity in Labor	
 	
 $30,000	
 03/20/2019
Joseph Shinoda Memorial Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 $5,000	
	
 03/30/2019

Kappa Scholarship Endowment Fund, Inc.	
 	
 	
 	
 Varies	
 	
 03/31/2019
Kiwanis Four-Year College Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 Varies	
 	
 03/15/2019
Kiwanis Two-Year Community College Scholarship	
	
 	
 Varies	
 	
 03/15/2019
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	

LouEllen Dabbs Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $750	
 	
 03/21/2019
Laboratory Control Ltd Health Care Career Scholarship	
 	
 Varies	
 	
 03/31/2019
Legacy of Life Essay & Video Scholarships	
 	
 	
 	
 $5,000	
	
 03/23/2019
Leslie A. Ebert Legacy Of Life Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 $5,000	
	
 03/31/2019
Live Nation - US Concerts Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 $10,000	
 03/31/2019
Lois Crowe Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $10,000	
 03/16/2019

Maximum Independence Scholarship	
	
 	
 	
 	
 $1,000	
	
 03/30/2019
Minnesota Music Hall of Fame Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 $1,000	
	
 03/30/2019
Marguerite Young Endowment Fund	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $1,000	
	
 03/31/2019
Mariah's Challenge	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 Varies	
 	
 03/31/2019
Marianjoy Scholarship Program	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $2,500	
	
 03/29/2019
Marsden Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $7,500	
	
 03/31/2019
Maryland State Archives Internships	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 Varies	
 	
 03/31/2019
Mercer Family Foundation	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $7,500	
	
 03/31/2019
Minnesota Clean Air Choice Biodiesel Scholarship	
 	
 	
 $1,000	
	
 03/30/2019
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Mitchell Ostry Memorial Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 $500	
 	
 03/31/2019
MMUF Travel & Research Grants	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $5,000	
	
 03/16/2019

National Aviation Explorer Scholarships	
 	
 	
 	
 $10,000	
 03/31/201
National Federation of the Blind of Utah Scholarship	
 	
 $5	
 	
 03/31/2019
National Federation of the Blind Scholarship Program	
 	
 $12,000	
 03/31/2019
National Help America Hard of Hearing Scholarship	
 	
 $1,000	
	
 03/26/2019
National Help America See Low Vision Scholarship	
	
 	
 $1,000	
	
 03/26/2019
National Help America See Scholarship for A Blind Student	
	
 $1,000	
	
 03/26/2019
New Mexico Manufactured Housing Assocation Scholarship	
 Varies	
 	
 03/16/2019
NIADA Foundation Regional Scholarships	
 	
 	
 	
 $3,500	
	
 03/16/2019
NWSA Graduate Scholarship	
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $1,000	
	
 03/31/2019

Ohio News Media Foundation Minority Scholarship	
	
 	
 $1,500	
	
 03/31/2019
Ohio Newspaper Association Minority Scholarship	
 	
 	
 $1,500	
	
 03/31/2019
Ohio Newspaper Association University Journalism Scholarships	
 $1,500	
	
 03/31/2019
OMEGA: Opportunities for Multigenerational Engagement, Growth, and Action
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $2,000	
	
 03/31/2019

Palumbo Family Foundation Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 $15,000	
 03/31/2019
Partner Colorado Foundation Scholarships	
 	
 	
 	
 Varies	
 	
 03/31/2019
Part-Time Student Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $1,500	
	
 03/31/2019
PATH-WAY Providing Access to Happiness Scholarship	
 	
 $1,000	
	
 03/27/2019
Paul S. Mills Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $1,000	
	
 03/30/2019
Pearl Mae Foundation Scholarship for EMT/Fire Fighters/Police Acadamy
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $1,000	
	
 03/31/2019
Pediatric Cancer Research Foundation (PCRF) Scholarship	
 	
 $5,000	
	
 03/30/2019
PSR/Sacramento High School Essay Contest	
	
 	
 	
 $3,000	
	
 03/23/2019

Ralph D. Norman Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $2,500	
	
 03/31/2019
Raytheon Patriot Scholarship	
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $10,000	
 03/31/2019
Rebecca Kirtman Memorial Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 $1,000	
	
 03/30/2019
Richard L. Brooks Memorial Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 $2,500	
	
 03/31/2019
Richard Weinreis Memorial Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 $300	
 	
 03/31/2019
Robert L. Schulke Memorial Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 $500	
 	
 03/20/2019
Robert Miller Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 Varies	
 	
 03/25/2019
Robert Toigo Foundation Fellowship	
	
 	
 	
 	
 $1,000	
	
 03/22/2019
Roma Lodge - Russell and Helen Misirelli Scholarship	
 	
 $1,000	
	
 03/25/2019
Roma Lodge Merit Scholarships	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 $4,000	
	
 03/24/2019
Ruth Clark Furniture Design Scholarship	
 	
 	
 	
 $3,000	
	
 03/31/2019
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