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Vampire Squid Illustration, 
1889, Smithsonian 
Institution Libraries

With a face only a mother 
could love, this 1889 
scientific illustration from 
Smithsonian Libraries 
captures the jet-black skin 
and caped appearance of 
the vampire squid . . . 
whose eyes even appear 
red under some light 
conditions! The vampire 
squid is the single living 
representative of the 
cephalopod group known as 
the Vampyromorpha. It is a 
small, deep-sea species 
found at depths of at least 2,000 to 3,000 feet in the temperate and tropical oceans of the world.
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Oil Companies Persuade States to Make Pipeline Protests a Felony      
bloomberg.com
*************************************************************************************************************
Keystone Pipeline Leaks "Unknown Amount" of Oil in Northeastern North Dakota 
James MacPherson, Associated Press 
MacPherson writes: "A pipeline that carries tar sands oil from Canada through seven states has 
leaked an unknown amount of crude oil over more than quarter-mile swath in northeastern 
North Dakota, state environmental regulators said Wednesday." READ MORE                          
*************************************************************************************************************
Bristol Bay Tribes Sue Trump Administration                                                             
For years, the local people and tribes of Bristol Bay (Alaska) have advocated for policies to 
manage their water ways and protect their pristine ecosystem. Despite widespread local support 
and extensive scientific research backing these policies, Trump's Environmental Protection 
Agency recently decided to remove the bay's protections. This reversal came after Governor 
Mike Dunleavy met briefly with the president on Air Force One, and told reporters that he was 
convinced that the president was “doing everything he can to work with us on our mining 
concerns.”                                                                                                                                                      
The decision to change course was political, arbitrary, capricious, and absolutely illegal. The 
Bristol Bay Defense Alliance, consisting of (NARF's client) United Tribes of Bristol Bay, Bristol 
Bay Native Association, Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association, Bristol Bay 
Reserve Association and Bristol Bay Economic Development Corporation, are taking legal 
action on behalf of the local people who rely on the Bristol Bay fishery and all it sustains. The 
suit, filed on October 8, is based on the fact that the agency changed its position without good 
reason or explanation, which are required by law. Learn more at our website.                             
******************************************************************************
Native American Forms of Sovereignty: Political, Cultural, and Visual - A Lecture 
by Dr. Steven Crum   at UNR Monday, Nov. 4: 7-8:30 p.m.
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Facebook Sites You Might Enjoy
Lakota Way Healing Center      Nonprofit Organization
Wounded Knee Community     Tiospaye Community Organization                                                    
Native Impressions       Nonprofit Organization                                                                                     
Native Americans OutLawz       Clothing (Brand)                                                                                                                                                               
Healing the Sacred                      Education
Mita Oyate Cultural Society      Community Organization
Zen Nature Tribe       Community Organization
Warrior Women               Movie
The Guardians          Nonprofit Organization
Pictures of Native Americans           Arts & Entertainment
Native American Warriorz Task Force       Nonprofit Organization
Tribute to John Trudell               Artist
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December PowWow Schedule

Dec 4 - 6  NWI December 2019 Trainings - Adults Working with Native Youth Training 
  of Trainers  San Diego, CA   Find More Information »

Dec 4 - 6  NWI December 2019 Trainings - Choose Respect - Men's Mentoring 
  Program to End Violence San Diego, CA  Find More Information »

Dec 4 - 6  NWI December 2019 Trainings - Healthy Relationships Training of 
  Trainers San Diego, CA  Find More Information »

Dec 4 - 6  NWI December 2019 Trainings - Native Youth Leadership Academy 
  San Diego, CA  Find More Information »

Dec 6 - 15  24th Annual Spirit of the Buffalo Powwow (2019) Auburndale, FL 
  Friday, Saturday & Sunday : December 6th, 7th, & 8th Friday, Saturday & 
  Sunday : December 13th, 14th, & 15th Welcome to the 24th Annual SPIRIT 
  OF...  Find More Information »                                                                   
Dec 14  2019 Maine Indian Basketmakers Holiday Market (2019)    Orono, ME 
  Find More Information »

Dec 14 - 15     Native Gathering Festival (2019)  Sunbright, TN     
  www.leadhorsellc.com/ Vendor Registration (First Come, First Serve): 
  www.leadhorsellc.com/   Find More Information »

19th Annual New Year's Eve Sobriety Pow Wow (2019)  
 ***************************************************************************************************          

What is Native American Heritage Month?
Posted By Paul G October 28th, 2019 Blog                                                                                         
                                                              
The history of the United States of America is full of stories and facts from a wide diversity of 
cultures and peoples, but its foundations were built far before anyone attempted to make this 
part of North America a cohesive country. The Native American people lived across the land for 
thousands of years before others appeared on the shores, though their history and importance 
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are sometimes brushed over in standard education.                                                                             
                                                                                         
Too many stereotypes and misconceptions exist about the American Indians who live across the 
land. Today, many people still do not understand who these people are, how they contributed to 
the history and their role in todayʼs world.                                                                                                
                                                                 
Native American Heritage Month invites all of us to learn, explore, and experience the amazing 
history, culture, and diversity of the tribes and individuals who were here from the beginning and 
still live here today. Also, Native American Heritage Month gives the tribal people from all 
nations the opportunity to celebrate their cultures and share them with others.                              
                                                                                 
Why Do We Celebrate Native American Heritage Month?                                                                  
For non-native people who now live in the United States of America, it is always important to 
understand cultures and civilizations outside our own. Too many people get their ideas of Native 
Americans from Hollywood movies, old TV shows, cartoons, and their own prejudices. Some 
people are not even aware that American Indians still exist, that they come from hundreds of 
different nations with their own cultures, histories, languages, and more, or that they were 
persecuted far beyond the earliest days of national “discovery” and Western expansion.                
                                                
Native American Heritage Month is set aside every year to help both children and adults move 
beyond the stereotypes and the glamorized depictions in movies and other media. It is an 
opportunity not only to learn about how tribal people exist today but also all of the amazing 
accomplishments and contributions they made to the early days and current times in our 
country.                              
                                          
Early Education is Not Enough                                                                                                      
From a young age, children in the USA are now taught that Native American people lived on the 
land for thousands of years before any explorers showed up from across the Atlantic Ocean. 
They may learn about prominent figures like Sitting Bull, Pocahontas, and Sacajawea. Their 
teachers or parents will read some of the classic tales or folklore of a few of the tribes. They 
may learn how to make a tipi out of popsicle sticks or color in images of a chiefʼs feathered 
headdress or a fanciful dream catcher.  
                                                                
While activities like this provide a glimpse into the personalities and icons of a very generalized 
idea of what Native Americans are, they certainly do not tell the whole story. Of course, it is 
impossible to do that in a month, but the designation does allow for more exploration and 
sharing of ideas and facts that pertain to the amazing diversity in the native population.                                    
                             
More than 6 million Native American people still live in the United States today according to the 
latest census reports. They are a part of more than 570 recognized tribes or nations. Although 
like with all nearby cultures, some things are shared, this presents an absolute wealth of unique 
attributes that should be understood, appreciated, and preserved for future generations.                        
                                                                  
The History of Native American Heritage Month                                                                             
Like many things in this great nation of ours, the idea of celebrating Native American culture, 
accomplishments, and contributions began with an idea from a Native American person 
themselves. A man by the name of Dr. Arthur C. Parker first put the idea of this tradition into the 
minds of the Boy Scouts of America. Parker is a Seneca Indian and worked at the Museum of 
Arts and Science as the director. This all began around 1912 in Rochester, New York.                          
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It was not until 1915 that the idea that began as a single day First Americans celebration and 
educational opportunity turned into something much larger than a regional effort. When the 
Congress of the American Indian Association met in Kansas in that year, they finalized the 
concept of approaching the federal government with the idea of an American Indian Day. The 
president of that group, and Arapahoe named Reverend Sherman Coolidge, was not only about 
creating a celebratory day or national holiday. In those early years, it was also about getting 
recognition for the native people who lived on the land as full and equal citizens of the country.

  

State Governments Begin to Take Action                                                                                         
The earliest government-supported celebration occurred in New York State on the second 
Saturday in May 1916. Prior to the declaration by Coolidge, various people attempted to drum 
up interest across multiple states in declaring these special days set aside for celebration and 
cultural understanding. One prominent person who rode from state to state on his horse was a 
Blackfoot Indian named Red Fox James. His final journey was straight to the White House to 
share the news officially the 24 different states endorsed the idea of a Native American day.         
                                                            
Unfortunately, his and other efforts were not enough to create a national holiday at that time. In 
fact, even in 2019, there is no federally recognized specific holiday set aside to signify the 
accomplishments and contributions of the Native American people. It all started out with 
separate states declaring their interest.

As mentioned above, the first American Indian Day occurred in New York in 1916. A few other 
states joined in that year but chose the fourth Friday in September as the designated holiday. 
Illinois joined in three years later in 1919. Today, a century down the road, some states have 
replaced the concept of Columbus Day with Native American Day instead.                                                
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In the bicentennial year of 1976, authorization was first given to the US president to designate 
an official American Indians Day every year. In fact, they chose an entire week between October 
10 and 16 to promote interest and education in the various native tribes and historical 
occurrences that affected our early nation and the days before it even existed.                 
                                                   
The reticence to declare a national holiday specifically for the celebration of the American Indian 
tribes people may be due to an amazing collection of reasons. Whatever they are, it is 
commonly recognized today that the importance of the people that lived on this land before 
Europeans came over is a vital part of the history and heritage of all of us. In recognition of this 
truth, Native American Heritage Month has become an official declaration every year since 
1990. Although it is still not recognized as a set holiday, the expectation is that every president 
will continue to mark November as this special time.                                                                  
                                                                          
When Is Native American Heritage Month?                                                                              
November was named as Native American Heritage Month in 1990 by then President George H. 
W. Bush. In the beginning, this was only done for that particular year and not established as a 
continuous month of learning and celebration that would continue for all time.

   

Never-the-less, November has continued to get the same designation on a yearly basis by 
various leaders and the nation at large since then. Sometimes, it is called Native American 
Heritage Month, National American Indian and Alaskan Native Month, and a few other titles. The 
proclamation did not particularly set aside this month in an ongoing manner. Instead, it 
authorized the president to designate the month every year. Since 1990, the presidents have all 
done that.                                                                                                                                              
                                                            
Why Choose November?                                                                                                                              
The choice of November seems to coincide with both the observances of Columbus Day and 
Thanksgiving. First, Christopher Columbus was originally lauded for “discovering” America and 
was celebrated for claiming it for the Europeans. Many people now feel that is unwise due to the 
tragedy this early contact wrought on the Native American populations.                                         
                                       
The traditional concept of Thanksgiving, in which the pilgrims and American Indians feasted 
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together to share the bounty of the new world, is also fraught with suspicion and doubt due to 
historical events. In some ways, perhaps, the scheduling of Native American Heritage Month 
surrounding these two questionable holidays allows for improved education and awareness of 
what really happened all those years ago. 
                                                                 
How to Celebrate Native American Heritage Month?                                                                       
After usually discussing Christopher Columbus in October and his contribution to the beginnings 
of European exploration and expansion into the New World, many teachers in elementary and 
secondary schools turn to Native Americans as their next topic of interest. In truth, things like 
Native American Heritage Month may only be heard about within the confines of school. 
Although there is no way of knowing, it seems that most adults who are not already involved 
with the cultures would not spend an inordinate amount of time studying the history and current 
lives of other people. 

  

This is the type of intentional ignorance that people of the world and this country should fight 
against. When you become aware of specially designated months like this, it gives you the 
opportunity to expand your range of knowledge and experience things that can contribute to 
your understanding of the world and the people around you. With all of the connectivity that 
exists today, immersing yourself in some American Indian education and cultural experience is 
easier than ever before.                                                                                                                           
                                                             
Before you consider celebrating Native American Heritage Month, you must understand why it 
exists and the truth about what you will celebrate. This is not the time to perpetuate old 
stereotypes or focus on only negative truths that unfortunately exist throughout the history of the 
United States.                                            
                          
Sink Into Native American Media                                                                                                           
While watching Disneyʼs Pocahontas or similar light fare with your children may help to get them 
interested in the idea of learning about Native Americans, you must understand that they are not 
altogether accurate. Plenty of excellent movies and books exist that provide both entertainment 
and higher degrees of education for both children and adults. Research and choose wisely. 
Some excellent choices include Reel Injun, which shines a spotlight on the stereotypes of 
American Indians in the film industryʼs history, Bury my Heart at Wounded Knee, and Smoke 
Signals.                                                                                                                                                    
Check out our favorite films!                                                 
Our Favorite Native Movies on Netflix  Our Favorite Native Documentaries    
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Learning with others is sometimes more fun than doing it alone, and the Internet can put you in 
contact with authentic Native Americans eager to share their stories and cultural information 
with you. The hashtag #NativeAmericanHeritageMonth can get you started on your search for 
interesting posts and information about events you may want to attend.                                                  
                                                                                   
If you are a Native American, this is the perfect time to reacquaint yourself with your nationʼs 
official organizations or social groups. If you are a non-native, remember to approach any 
groups with a sense of respect and humility. Most are quite eager to share, but this month is not 
an opportunity for the native people of our country to all become spokespeople or educators. 

  

Respectfully Explore Different Cultures                                                                                         
As “cultural appropriation” gets more attention these days, it makes sense for everyone to 
understand how to respectfully explore Native American cultures and history. This is not a time 
to buy a cheap feathered headdress and dance around whooping and hollering. This type of 
activity displays a horrific misunderstanding about the richness of tribal culture and a gross 
disrespect to the histories and cultures that you should want to learn about during Native 
American Heritage Month.                                                                                                                    
                             
Try out and the American Indian craft or project with your family. The Internet holds a wealth of 
different options on both craft sites and educational portals. This makes it simple for you to find 
something age-appropriate to do with your children. Some options may include stitching leather, 
stringing or sowing with beads, weaving, basketry, or making very simple drums.                                  
                                        
Research a unique recipe from a tribe in your home state to cook up and eat for dinner or a 
snack. While some of the more traditional meals may be beyond your ability to create, you can 
still pick and choose from ingredients used and try out new options that everyone can enjoy.                                                                                                                    
                                     
Play some lacrosse in the backyard or even attend a professional game. The earliest games of 
lacrosse were played centuries ago, lasted a lot longer than a few hours, and may have had 
dozens or even 100 different male players rotating in and out of a single-game.                                                                                                                                             
            
Read Native American folklore to your kids at night. Forget westernized versions of stories like 
Pocahontas that have been changed extensively from the historical truth. So many of the tribes 
all across the country have a wealth of unique legends that you can explore and enjoy with your 
family. Folklore remains one of the most entertaining and important ways to preserve the culture 
and learn about the people and events that helped shape our world.                                                                                                                    
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Attend a Native American event in your community. There is no part of the United States that 
was not home to one or more groups of tribal nation people in the past. There is not one state 
without Native Americans living there today. Explore your regional or state calendar or search 
online for any type of public events that you can attend alone or with your family or friends.     
                                                 
Correct Your Own (and Others) Misconceptions                                                                       
One of the more important aspects of celebrating Native American Heritage Month comes from 
its original purpose and intentions. Far too many people are ignorant about what it means to be 
an American Indian, how important they were to the formation of the country, all the horrible 
things that have occurred in the past and continue to do so today, and how we can all work 
together to improve relationships and understanding.                                                                    
                                 
The vast majority of people in this country have some misconceptions about Native American 
history or life. These types of beliefs or understandings make it more difficult for us to come 
together to work for the betterment of all communities in the ways that serve them the best. 
Beyond folktales, Hollywood movies, fun kids crafts, and watching some educational YouTube 
videos or reading an article like this, take it upon yourself to look further and dig deeper and 
challenge the misconceptions that you undoubtedly 
have.            
                                
Many years ago, the Native American nations lived all across North America. Most people learn 
about them from movies, books, and school projects, but fail to truly understand their 
importance in history and the current world. The establishment of Native American Heritage 
Month attempted to correct these issues by creating a time specifically set aside to further 
education about the diversity of native people. Take some time this year to get involved with the 
learning and cultural experiences in your community or explore online to learn more about 
Native American people and how they contribute to the world.                                                        
***********************************************************************************************************  
Scholarships with December 1-14 Deadlines                                                                              
$10,000 Scholarship - ScholarshipPoints.com   $10,000 12/15/2019

Aalam Samsavar DDS Scholarship     $1,500 12/01/2019
Abel Wolman Fellowship      $30,000 12/02/2019
AREMA Committee 5 - Track Scholarship    $2,500 12/08/2019
AREMA Undergraduate and Graduate Scholarships  $10,000 12/08/2019
AXA Achievement Scholarship     $25,000 12/14/2019

BigRentz Trade School Scholarship     $5,000 12/09/2019
CIRI Foundation Achievement Annual Scholarship   $6,000 12/01/2019
College Scholarship: Promoting Organ Transplantation – Creative Content
         $3,000 12/13/2019
Combat Anti-Semitism Venture Creative Contest   $50,000 12/01/2019

Dell Scholars Program      $20,000 12/03/2019
DeSales University Presidential Scholarships   Varies  12/01/2019
Dr Pepper Most Inspirational Player Award    $2,000 12/02/2019
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East-West Center Graduate Degree Fellowship   $100,000 12/01/2019
Firefighter/EMS Scholarship      $500  12/01/2019
Gensler Brinkmann Scholarship     Varies  12/09/2019
Gensler Diversity Scholarship     $20,000 12/09/2019
Google Lime Scholarship      $10,000 12/05/2019
Greenhouse Scholars Program     $20,000 12/02/2019

LAFCA Ruth Batchelor Scholarship     $500  12/10/2019
Larry Morris Memorial Scholarship     $2,500 12/05/2019
Larson Aquatic Research Support     $7,000 12/02/2019
Lemberg Law $1,250 Law School Scholarship   $1,250 12/10/2019
LiveYourDream $2,000 Scholarship     $2,000 12/05/2019

Marie Curie Scholarship      $80,000 12/14/2019
Michael Krochak Pre-Dental Scholarship    $1,000 12/01/2019
Minority Scholarship in Classics and Classical Archaeology $4,500 12/13/2019
MMUF Dissertation Grants      $20,000 12/04/2019
Morgan Stanley Richard B. Fisher Scholarship Program  Varies  12/06/2019

National Corn Growers Association Community College Scholarship  $1,000 12/01/2019
National Corn Growers Association Graduate Student Scholarship  $2,500 12/01/2019
Norman S. Baldwin Fishery Science Scholarship   $3,000 12/01/2019
Novus Biologicals Scholarship Program    $1,500 12/13/2019

Pancholi Scholarship for Nevada Educators    $2,000 12/13/2019
PICMA Emerging Writers Competition    $5,000 12/01/2019
Seeds of Fortune Inc. Scholars     $500  12/01/2019
SOM Foundation Structural Engineering Research Fellowship $20,000 12/10/2019
Spring Transfer Scholarship      $13,000 12/01/2019
Sunshine Behavioral Health’s Opioid Awareness Scholarship $500  12/01/2019

TCA Beef Scholarships      $600  12/01/2019
The Future Mechanic Grant      $1,000 12/01/2019
The John Galt Scholarship for Future Supply Chain Leaders $10,000 12/01/2019
The Larry Morris Memorial Scholarship    $2,500 12/05/2019
The National Honor Society Scholarship    $25,000 12/07/2019
Tocris Scholarship Program      $1,500 12/13/2019

Union Pacific William E. Wimmer Scholarship   $1,000 12/11/2019
Valparaiso University Lutheran Leadership Award   Varies  12/15/2019
Wells Fargo Scholarship Program for People with Disabilities $2,500 12/06/2019
William C. Berg Academic Excellence in Agriculture  $1,500 12/01/201;
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