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Protesters topple Columbus statue on State Capitol grounds

By Jessie Van Berkel Star Tribune

June 10, 2020 — 10:58pm

Protesters lassoed a statue of Christopher Columbus outside the State Capitol Wednesday
afternoon and pulled it to the ground, saying their action was a step toward healing for Indian
communities.

Dozens of people gathered by the statue on the grounds outside the Capitol before pulling it
down. American Indian Movement activist Mike Forcia talked to a State Patrol captain sent to
the scene to encourage protesters to follow a legal process for removing the statue, which has
stood on the Capitol grounds since 1931. Forcia said they had tried that route many times and it
had not worked.

The protesters then looped a rope around the statue and quickly pulled it off the stone pedestal
and to the ground. The patrol officer watched from a distance as protesters sang and took
photos with the statue for about half an hour.

State officials said they had been warned about the action via social media. It was mentioned at
a news conference an hour and a half earlier with Gov. Tim Walz. Public Safety Commissioner
John Harrington said then that the patrol would meet the protesters and seek an alternative
resolution.

Columbus, a 15th-century Genoese explorer, has long been a target of activists for his role in
colonizing, killing and exploiting indigenous people.

Before the statue came down, Forcia and others said Walz and Lt. Gov. Peggy Flanagan should
address the crowd. But no elected officials came out to speak. After a discussion with the patrol
officer, the crowd moved to tear down the statue.

Forcia asked women to station themselves in front and hold the ropes, citing them as leaders
and calling attention to the large number of missing and murdered indigenous women — an
issue that lawmakers have taken up in recent years after a community push.

The statue crashed to the pavement after a few moments of tugging, but did not appear to be
heavily damaged by its tumble. Singing, drumming and joyous chants followed.

Forcia said after the statue was removed to an undisclosed location, the patrol told him he will
be charged with criminal damage to property in the coming days. “I'm willing to take that,” he
said. “The paradigm shift is happening and it was time.”

The patrol is investigating and charges are possible, said Eric Roeske, the patrol captain who
spoke with Forcia before and after the statue was removed. He said about 40 officers were on
the scene, but they did not gather until after the statue was torn down.

“We want to reduce violence, and we’re trying to not have a repeat of what happened in
Minneapolis,” Roeske said.

Late Wednesday, Walz released a statement saying that protesters should have followed a
formal process to have the statue removed. “While that process was too long for those who
were pained by the statue’s presence, that is not an excuse for them to take matters into their
own hands ... . Even in pain, we must work together to make change, lawfully,” Walz said.
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Jolene Engelking, of Minnetonka, saw the event posted on Facebook and brought her 9-year-
old daughter Olivia to bear witness.

“We felt this was something that was so historic,” said Engelking, whose mother is enrolled in
Minnesota’s White Earth Nation. “We wanted this statue down for a long time.”

As the monsoons approach, beans on the mesquite trees are beginning to mature, leaving
desert dwellers with an abundance of nutritious mesquite pods. Rich in calcium, magnesium,
potassium, iron and zinc, mesquite meal is a good food for everyone. View or download
mesquite meal recipes here>>

Some water restored for Klamath Basin farmers

By Farm Progress, 6/10/20

The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation is backpedaling on a plan to further slash water deliveries to
Klamath Basin farmers this summer, as the agency is reverting to an earlier allocation of
140,000 acre-feet. The bureau in May signaled plans to cut its allocation to 80,000 acre-feet as
part of a three-year operating plan, which was initiated under an agreement with the Yurok
Tribe. Growers had planted their crops based on the higher allocation, and the further cut
threatened to leave some 200,000 acres of farms without surface water by midsummer.

We Won't Win the Climate Fight Without Youth Leadership

SHARON ZHANG, TRUTHOUT

Climate activist Jamie Margolin says her guide for youth activism, Youth to Power, has much to
offer adults, too.

Read the Interview —

From the Phoebe Heart Anthropology Museum (UCB)
Last week we committed to taking part in the Chancellor’s call for institutional self-
examination that will move all of us toward change for justice and belonging. We understand
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that words are important, but also that actions will speak more loudly. We’re in the midst of a
long-range strategic planning process centering diversity, equity, access, and inclusion. We
recognize that we’ll need to embed racial justice into our daily work to envision and sustain
structural change.

This week we’ve added a page to our website which includes links to some of the resources that
we’ve been learning from, circulated by our Berkeley colleagues. We hope you continue to enjoy
learning along with us and we welcome your perspectives. Here are some ideas of other ways to
learn and recharge this week:

Relax and find peace with the at-home art activity, Crochet Jam, led by local artist Ramekon
O'Arwisters.

Hear Bill & Clarity White speak about how careers in archaeology impact family life, and the
unique outlook that archaeology can bring to understanding current events.

Learn how archaeological methods can aid in humanitarian efforts with Martha Nufio Diaz-
Longo click in box.....url is there

Stacy Leeds
Vice Chancellor, Law Dean Emeritus, Professor

“The world needs more lawyers with good hearts and clear minds to continue to make a positive
difference.” Congratulations from 5 indigenous law deans and many friends across Indian
country . . . https://Inkd.in/eesfAud

(go to this web site, click on program for a gorgeous presentation and all the beautiful pictures
of the following graduates.) Heartfelt Congratulations! (been there, done that...sdc)

Connie Ambrose
Diné (Navajo)
University of Oklahoma, College of Law Master of Legal Studies Indigenous Peoples Law
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Stephanie Ancheta

Tulalip Tribal member, descendant of Northern Arapaho and Eastern Shoshone

University of Oklahoma, College of Law

Amanda Bahe
Diné (Navajo)
University of Oklahoma, College of Law

Corissa Berry
Court Administrator, Quapaw Nation
University of Oklahoma, College of Law

Stephanie Collier
Cherokee Nation
University of Oklahoma, College of Law

Amy Davis
University of Oklahoma, College of Law

Lynlaria Dickson
Navajo Nation
University of Oklahoma College of Law

Charles Eisenberger
Kiowa
University of Oklahoma, College of Law

Charles Ferguson
Euchee
University of Tulsa, College of Law

Cheryce Gullikson
Oglala Sioux Tribe
University of Oklahoma, College of Law

Kellie Harry
Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, Nixon, NV
University of Tulsa, College of Law

Johnny Hodge
University of Oklahoma, College of Law

Amber Littleton
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe
University of Oklahoma, College of Law

Bruce Longhorn
Absentee Shawnee
University of Tulsa, College of Law

Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law

Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law

Master of Legal Studies Indigenous Peoples Law

Master of Legal Studies Indigenous Peoples Law

Master of Legal Studies Indigenous Peoples Law

Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law

Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law

Masters of Jurisprudence in Indian Law

Master of Legal Studies Indigenous Peoples Law

Masters of Jurisprudence in Indian Law

Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law

Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law

Master of Juris Prudence in Indian Law



Robin Macrae
University of Oklahoma, College of Law

Jamie Mike
Navajo Nation
University of Oklahoma, College of Law

Cheryl Ann Miller
Assiniboine Sioux
University of Oklahoma, College of Law

Cheryl Najera
Muscogee (Creek) Nation of Oklahoma
University of Oklahoma, College of Law

Marisa Page
Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma
University of Oklahoma, College of Law

Chelsey Pendarvis Dorrough
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
University of Oklahoma, College of Law

Gypsy Pete
Dine (Navajo)
University of Oklahoma, College of Law

Anastasia Pittman

Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law

Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law

Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law

Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law

Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law

Master of Legal Studies Indigenous Peoples Law

Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law

Seminole University of Oklahoma College of Law MILS- Indigenous Peoples Law

Sarah Roberts
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
University of Oklahoma, College of Law

Charles Sams
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla
University of Oklahoma, College of Law

Katrina Smith
Chippewa Cree
University of Oklahoma, College of Law

Justin Stabler
Poarch Band of Creek Indians
University of Tulsa, College of Law

Steven Trower
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
University of Oklahoma, College of Law

Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law

Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law

Masters in Legal Studies in Indigenous People’s Law

Masters of Jurisprudence in Indian Law

Master of Legal Studies Indigenous Peoples Law



Nanette Twiss
Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara Nation-MHA Nation

University of Oklahoma, College of Law Master of Legal Studies Indigenous Peoples Law
Michelle Eaglehawk

Navajo Nation

University of Oklahoma, College of Law Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law

Daryl “Brandon” Alkire
Standing Rock Sioux Nation Mitchell Hamline School of Law, NALSA President Juris Doctor

Raquel Anakalea
Bishop Paiute Tribe | Kanaka Maoli University of New Mexico School of Law Juris Doctor

Caitlin Banegas
Barona Band of Mission Indians Thomas Jefferson School of Law Juris Doctor

Cole Bauman
Red Cliff Chippewa Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University

Kris Beecher
Navajo Nation
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University ~ Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate

Candace Begody
Navajo Nation Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University
Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate

Janet Bill
Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University ~ Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate

Darrah Blackwater
Navajo Nation University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law Juris Doctor

Jasmine Blackwater-Nygren
Navajo Nation
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University ~ Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate

Summer Blaze Aubrey
Descendent, Blackfeet Nation, enrolled Cherokee Nation
University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate

Shayla Bowles
Navajo Nation
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate

Ryan Brown
Muscogee (Creek) Nation University of Oklahoma College of Law Juris Doctor



Olga Bryana Gonzalez

Raramuri, Chiricahua Apache, Mixteca Thomas Jefferson School of Law Juris Doctor
Joseph Byrd
Cherokee, Osage, Quapaw University of New Mexico Juris Doctor

Dana Chavis
Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina
North Carolina Central University School of Law Juris Doctor

Naomie Droll
Navajo Nation University of New Mexico School of Law Juris Doctor

Katrina Duran
Cherokee Nation University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law Juris Doctor

Gaylen Edmo
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes
University of Idaho, College of Law  Juris Doctor: emphasis in Federal Indian Law & NREL

Nicholas Ernst
Native Hawaiian
University of Hawai’i at Manoa William S. Richardson School of Law  Juris Doctor

Michelle Fox
Aaniiih (Gros Ventre) & Amskapi Pikuni (Blackfeet)
Mitchell Hamline School of Law Juris Doctor - Indian Law

Cynthia Freeman

Navajo Nation

Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University
Juris DoctorIndian Legal Certificate

Richard Frye
Diné (Navajo)
University of California Los Angeles School of Law Juris Doctor

Kaitlin Gant
Oneida Nation of the Thames
Michigan State University College of Law Juris Doctor, Indigenous Law Certificate Program

Brian Garcia

Pascua Yaqui Tribe of Arizona

Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University
Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate



Julia Giffin
Sac and Fox Nation of Oklahoma and Absentee Shawnee Tribe

Cornell Law School Juris Doctor

Chelsea Head

Rosebud Sioux Tribe

University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law Juris Doctor

Amber Holland

Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina

University of New Mexico School of Law Juris Doctor Indian Law Certificate
Mari Hulbutta

Chickasaw Nation (enrolled citizen), Seminole Nation, Muscogee (Creek) Nation

Columbia Law School Juris Doctor

Connie Hunt
Puyallup Tribe of Indians WSRSL UH Manoa Juris Doctor

Jarred Jennings
Cherokee Nation University of Tulsa College of Law Juris Doctor

Tarita Keohokalole-Look
Native Hawaiian
University of Hawaii at Manoa William S. Richardson School of Law  Juris Doctor

Corinne Maguire
Chickasaw Harvard Law School Juris Doctor

Marissa Mahkuk Compton

Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation

Alexander Blewett III School of Law, University of Montana
Juris Doctor/MBA with certificate in Federal Indian Law

Larenda Maulson
Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians
University of Wisconsin Law School Juris Doctor

Nina McKosato-Mottwiler
Ioway and Sac and Fox of Oklahoma
Oklahoma City University School of Law Juris Doctor

Ashllyn Nikole Melo-Pang
Native Hawaiian
William S. Richardson School of Law at the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa Juris Doctor

Melodie Meyer
Pueblo of Laguna University of California Los Angeles School of Law Juris Doctor



Jordan Oglesby
Navajo Nation
University of New Mexico School of Law Juris Doctor Indian Law Certificate

Rellani Ogumoro

Refaluwasch

Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University
Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate

Victoria Parker
Western Shoshone enrolled at the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony

Alexander Blewett III School of Law Juris Doctor
Daniel Ray
Choctaw Nation U.C. Berkeley School of Law Juris Doctor

Jessica Roberts

Cherokee Nation Seattle University School of Law Juris Doctor
Shelby Rogers

Osage Nation Washington University School of Law Juris Doctor
Robby Sachs

Puebloan University of California Los Angeles School of Law Juris Doctor
RhyLee Sanford

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma University of Tulsa College of Law Juris Doctor
Reggie Sherman

Hupa/Tolowa/ Wiyot  University of California Los Angeles School of Law  Juris Doctor

Martie Simmons
Ho-Chunk Nation University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law  Juris Doctor

Andrea Snowball
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska and Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Creighton University School of Law Juris Doctor

Jaylin Stevenson
Native Hawaiian University of California Los Angeles School of Law Juris Doctor

Chehalis Sweet Dorman
Snoqualmie Indian tribal member  University of Washington School of Law  Juris Doctor

Ian Tapu
Samoan and Tongan (Pacific Islander)
University of Hawaii William S. Richardson School of Law Juris Doctor



Leah Tsinajinnie

Navajo Nation

Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University
Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate

Cora Tso

Navajo Nation

Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University
Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate

Justin Vann
Cherokee Nation Oklahoma City University School of Law

Irvin Williams

Navajo Nation

Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University
Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate

Victoria Wilson
Chickasaw Nation ~ University of Oklahoma College of Law

Elaine Yap
Native Hawaiian University of South Carolina School of Law

Ian Young
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma  Mitchell Hamline School of Law

A A A A A A~

Lokina M. Kishoiyian
Maasai University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law LLM

Devan Simmons
Choctaw University of California Los Angeles School of Law LLM

Shani Mangola
Hadzabe University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law LLM

Paige Wells

Maori (Ngati kuia, Ngati koata, Ngati maniapoto, Ngai Tahu, Rongomaiwahine)
James E Rogers College of Law, Univeristy of Arizona

LLM, Indigenous peoples law and policy

Q”apaj Conde
Aymara Nation University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law SJD

Juris Doctor

Juris Doctor

Juris Doctor

Juris Doctor






