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Here we go!
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carsonnow.org
Eagles and Raptors Make Their Return to Carson Valley
Every winter, Carson Valley becomes a nesting ground for bald eagles, golden eagles, falcons, 
hawks, owls and other wildlife as they congregate to the region. Carson Valley’s expansive open 
space and cattle ranches provide habitat for the wintering birds of prey.

Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes are poised to take over management of the 
National Bison Range!

kpax.com
CSKT set to take over management of National Bison Range
Management of the National Bison Range at the southern end of the Mission Valley has been a 
point for debate since the early 2000s.
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cowgirlmagazine.com
Miss Indian Rodeo Carries On The Western Lifestyle And Her Culture In 

A new era of agriculture: how soil – and mushrooms – can help solve the climate 
crisis    Looking deeper could help save the Earth 
https://www.theguardian.com/climate-academy/ng-interactive/2020/nov/16/regenerative-agriculture-soil-
and-mushrooms-help-solve-climate-crisis?utm_campaign=grounded&utm_medium=FB-
keywee&utm_source=social&kwp_0=1811996&kwp_4=5321118&kwp_1=2271751&fbclid=IwAR1w5e
DOOPYQyht8vcft3XEHBsMEwUlnGTiv-AwDABQ22OEwqPj_bmlOHWw

komonews.com
Huts for the homeless catching on in the Northwest
A dynamic new approach to homelessness with roots in settling the West: Conestoga Huts. The 
trend started in Eugene and the supporters are hoping it will spread through the Northwest. "This 
is our hut," said Tracy Joscelyn leading a tour of her hut. She said this temporary shelter is a 
godsend. "We....
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(Repeat….still making the rounds) 
‘There’s good fire and bad fire.’ An Indigenous practice may be key to preventing 
wildfires
For thousands of years, North American tribes carefully burned forests to manage the land. The 
future may lie in a return to that past.
Read in National Geographic: https://apple.news/A61ZEjhrqR86avdDgs7t3rQ

ukcsc.co.uk
Earth power: hemp batteries better than lithium and graphene – UKCSC
By Barnaby De Hoedt Henry Ford’s Model T was famously made partly from hemp 
bioplastic and powered by hemp biofuel. Now, with battery-powered vehicles starting to 
replace those that use combustion engines, it has been found that hemp batteries perform 
eight times better than lithium-ion. Is there ...

https://thecorrespondent.com/152/meet-julian-brave-noisecat-the-26-year-
old-shaping-us-climate-policy/20122769128-6ac4dd6a

Are you/your planning department thinking 30 years out? 
Sustainable Development and Achievable Energy Goals  
https://www.laprogressive.com/sustainable-development-energy-goal

Even if you saw this presentation, click on it for the videos listed on the right side of the page 
will give you hours of entertainment on this day of rest.
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wbur.org

'Blackbird' Sung In Mi'kmaq Seeks To Raise Awareness Of Indigenous Language
Sixteen-year-old high school student Emma Stevens sang a version of The Beatles' "Blackbird" 
in her native Mi'kmaq.

From the California Historical Society:
We invite you to help us document this historic time. We are creating a collection about life in 
California during the current COVID-19 pandemic and we want your stories. Tell Your 
Story now.
(Presume most State Historical Societies are doing same.  Check on yours)

Australia woke up to a new year on Friday -- and a slightly different national 
anthem. The anthem, "Advance Australia Fair," has been tweaked to recognize the 
country's Indigenous history and communities.

cnn.com
Australia changes national anthem to reflect Indigenous history
Australia woke up to a new year on Friday -- and a slightly different national anthem.
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(Repeating)
Neenie Beenie  · 
Culturally speaking, I learned this concept while living with the CSKT & Pikuni tribes.

thekidshouldseethis.com
The Wood Wide Web: How trees secretly talk to and share with each other | The Kid Should See 
This
Trees secretly talk to each other underground. They're passing information and resources to and 
from each other through a network of mycorrhizal

Amazing Winners of the Nature Photographer of the Year 2020 CompetitionBy 
Madeleine Muzdakis on December 30, 2020 
https://mymodernmet.com/nature-photographer-of-the-year-2020/?
fbclid=IwAR3nljvxUB02wDbxam0gNSl8Iz6a9NAqu251X374v-1T-qd71HoPylY47Jk

Silver Stallion Bike Shop Is Building a Cycling Community in Navajo Nation
https://www.bicycling.com/culture/a35050033/silver-stallion-bike-shop-navajo-nation-cycling-
community/

earthjustice.org
Victory for Tribes as Michigan Governor Stops Oil Giant
Today, local tribes and communities in Michigan are celebrating a victory for the Great Lakes, 
the world’s largest source of fresh surface water. Governor Gretchen Whitmer has revoked the 
1953 easement for the Line 5 dual pipelines under the Straits of Mackinac for violation of the 
public trust do...
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As deaths mount, Standing Rock charts its own path against virus 
By Chris Serres Star Tribune 
December 31, 2020 — 12:28pm 
WAKPALA, S.D. – At moments when she is overcome with grief, Anna Mellette quietly unlocks 
the door to the bedroom that once belonged to her beloved son Jared, who was affectionately 
known as "Doy Doy" on the Standing Rock Indian Reservation where his family lives. 
Mellette has kept the room untouched like a shrine since Jared, who was 24, died suddenly of 
the novel coronavirus in early December. Sometimes Mellette will press one of her son's 
checkered flannel shirts against her nose, and his scent will bring back vivid memories of him 
playing with his nephews and nieces on the reservation. 
"I kept hoping and praying that Doy Doy would get better and come home, but it never 
happened," Mellette said, sobbing. 
For generations, the Lakota and Dakota people who live on Standing Rock in the Dakotas have 
been famously self-resilient and isolated from the hustle of the outside world. Many families still 
lack internet access or computers. Hospitals are distant, and an ambulance can take 90 minutes 
to arrive. Many homes rely on delivered propane for heat. And radio remains the main source of 
news — broadcast from a tribal radio station high on the windswept prairie. 
But the qualities that have long made Standing Rock distinctive — the wide-open remoteness of 
its landscape and its strong tradition of close-knit familial ties — have also made this community 
of 8,000 particularly vulnerable to the highly infectious and deadly virus. 
The 3,625-square-mile reservation, which avoided the worst of the pandemic during the spring 
and summer, has rapidly devolved into one of the most alarming hot zones in the Midwest. 
Coronavirus infections at Standing Rock have surged more than 400% since the summer, from 
106 cases in early August to 550 cases in late November, according to data from the tribe. 
Burial ceremonies have become an almost daily ritual at the hilltop cemeteries on the 
reservation. Many families have had two, three or more relatives die from the virus. COVID-
related deaths are now so frequent that the Teton Times, a local newspaper, is running five 
pages of obituaries a week. 
Crowded housing conditions and poor access to health care have left many families feeling 
viscerally unsafe as the virus has tightened its clench on the small towns that lie low in the 
reservation's deep river valleys. 
"Never did I imagine that this virus would affect us so deeply," said Virgil Taken Alive, a Lakota 
elder who has lost three close relatives, including a brother, to the virus. 
Across the nation, Indigenous communities — from the Navajo Nation in the Southwest to the 
Red Lake Band of Chippewa in northern Minnesota — have been more prone to contract the 
respiratory disease because of crowded housing, underfunded health systems and more 
chronic health problems. American Indian and Alaskan Native people have been nearly twice as 
likely to die of COVID-19 than whites, according to a recent study by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC). 
The death rates among some tribes are among the highest in the country. In South Dakota, 
American Indians account for 14% of all coronavirus cases, but they represent just 1% of the 
overall population. 
The Standing Rock Sioux Tribe and its vast territory, which straddles both Dakotas, have long 
held a special place among the Indigenous peoples of North America. It was where Sitting Bull, 
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the great Hunkpapa Lakota chief, was murdered when he refused to sell or lease the land to the 
U.S. government. 
In 2016, Standing Rock drew global attention to the Indigenous struggle for water rights and 
recognition when thousands of people descended on a camp near the reservation to protest the 
Dakota Access Pipeline. 
For much of the pandemic, Standing Rock appeared to fare better than the rest of the region. 
Unlike much of South Dakota, whose governor has refused to encourage people to wear masks 
or socially distance, safety measures are taken seriously on the reservation. Mask-wearing is 
mandated and quarantines are strictly enforced. 
The tribe closely tracks every member infected with the virus, and deploys security monitors to 
keep round-the-clock surveillance over households in quarantine. 
To encourage people to stay at home, roving teams of "food runners" have been delivering large 
boxes of food twice a week to households on the reservation. 
On a recent afternoon, the teams could be seen cruising through the reservation towns of Little 
Eagle and Bullhead, honking and running from door to door with boxes of fresh vegetables and 
meat. No home was missed as dogs chased the trucks through the streets. The regular food 
deliveries have been a critical life support, enabling families to avoid perilous trips to stores off 
the reservation, where mask-wearing is less common. 
"Kinship is how we survived as a people. It's a way of life," said Avis Little Eagle, a 
councilwoman for the Standing Rock tribe and editor of the Teton Times. "You step up when 
your relatives are suffering." 
But tribal health officials noticed a troubling surge following the summer months, when families 
began spending more time indoors. By Christmas, at least 22 tribal members had died from the 
respiratory disease and 30 people were actively battling the virus, according to the tribe's data. 
The rising death toll has stoked divisions within the community over the tribe's pandemic 
response, which some on the reservation contend has not been aggressive enough. This 
spring, both the nearby Cheyenne River Sioux and Oglala Sioux tribes installed multiple traffic 
checkpoints on roads leading into their sovereign lands, strictly limiting access to tribal 
members. 
But Standing Rock has stayed open, and non-Native visitors continue to pour into its two 
casinos on the reservation. "Some of my people have no ears," said Virgil Taken Alive, repeating 
the sentence in his native Lakota language. 
There are reasons the coronavirus has been especially lethal in this community. It is common 
for multiple generations of the same family — including aunts, uncles and grandparents — to 
live under the same roof, making social distancing impossible. Housing is so scarce that a 
dozen or more relatives live in many of the two-bedroom mobile homes that dot the reservation 
Older citizens of Standing Rock also tend to suffer from serious health conditions, such as 
diabetes and heart disease, that make them more susceptible to dying from the disease. 
Sharon Eagle, the matriarch of a large Lakota family, watched nervously as three of her 
grandchildren chased each other in circles around her mobile home on the reservation. She 
requires the children to wear masks outside, knowing the respiratory disease would be 
impossible to contain if it infiltrated her crowded home. 
Fourteen members of the Eagle family, including a 1-year-old, share the three-bedroom house. 
For months, the Eagle family has been afraid to venture beyond the reservation and has 
scraped by with donated food. But now, even their small neighborhood feels unsafe. A 16-year-
old girl who lives across the street, and who often played with the Eagle children, fell into a 
coma after contracting the virus at a volleyball tournament, she said. 
"Our people are scared," said Eagle, 66, who prays for her family's safety beneath a wall 
adorned with wooden crosses and Lakota necklaces. "The sorrow never ends, because every 
day you hear about another relative who is sick or who has died." 
Jonathan Edwards, a retired emergency medical technician from McLaughlin, S.D., said some 
tribal members are dying unnecessarily from COVID-19 because the reservation's few 
ambulances serve an area larger than Delaware and Rhode Island combined; and virus-stricken 
residents suffering from respiratory distress are not getting to the hospital quickly enough. 
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Edwards, who runs a nonprofit dedicated to increasing life expectancy on the reservation, has 
been delivering masks and other medical supplies from a rickety old van that he starts by 
turning a screwdriver in the ignition. 
"We have systemic inequities here that existed long before the pandemic — and have been 
magnified by COVID," Edwards said. 
The recent deaths of several of Standing Rock's most respected elders have amplified the 
communal grief that has enveloped this community. 
On Dec. 14, Jesse "Jay" Taken Alive, considered among the greatest Lakota leaders since 
Sitting Bull, died of complications related to COVID-19 — about a month after his wife, Cheryl 
Taken Alive, succumbed to the virus. 
A former chairman of the tribe, Jesse Taken Alive was a relentless advocate for upholding 
Standing Rock's treaty rights and preserving Lakota culture. His advocacy led Congress to pass 
a bill in 1990 that outlines how Native American remains and artifacts are to be returned to 
ancestral sites. 
Taken Alive was also among an older generation of tribal members who spoke fluent Lakota and 
taught the language to young people on the reservation. 
His death has reminded people on Standing Rock of the grave threat the pandemic poses to the 
tribe's cultural traditions. When the Moderna coronavirus vaccine finally arrived on the 
reservation before Christmas, priority was given to tribal members who are fluent in the Lakota 
language. "We are losing our national treasures," said Avis Little Eagle. 
While the rising death toll has spurred feelings of despair, many Standing Rock members have 
found strength and solace in their traditions. 
With the first light of dawn, Brandon Claymore arose and stepped out of a small camper parked 
amid the prairie grass near the powwow grounds at Fort Yates, N.D. A frigid wind was blowing 
and snow was already piling up against the icy windows of the camper where he has been 
confined since contracting the coronavirus in early December. 
Claymore said he became sickened within a week after starting work at the Prairie Knights 
Casino and Resort in Fort Yates. Dressed in a jumpsuit, Claymore would empty the slot 
machines of their cash and sort the bills — a job that he now believes exposed him to the virus. 
"I always wore a mask but it didn't matter — COVID was on the money," he said. 
Within days after he tested positive, the microscopic killer infected four other members of the 
crowded home where he lives with nine of his relatives. Fearing more would get sick, Claymore 
moved into one of several campers erected by the tribe to separate infected residents. 
Despite its small size, the camper is equipped with a bed, indoor plumbing and a flat-screen 
television. "It gets pretty lonely out here, but I know the community is watching over me," 
Claymore said. "Generosity has always moved our people forward." 
At the other end of the reservation, Waniya Locke, a Lakota language teacher and water rights 
activist, has been making jars of homemade elderberry syrup and other natural, immune-
building remedies. Bags of herbs native to the region lay strewn about her cluttered living room 
overlooking the Missouri River. 
She and a team of volunteers deliver the remedies to elders too sick or frail to venture out of 
their homes. 
"The reality is the Lakota and Dakota people have been in a state of emergency for generations 
because of systemic oppression," Locke said as she stirred a fresh batch of elderberry syrup. 
"We already have the skills to survive." 
One day this fall, Jared Mellette spoke to his mother of his dreams to one day attend college, 
get married and start a family of his own. 
Just weeks later, he emerged from his bedroom looking fatigued and gasping for breath. 
Paramedics carried him out of his family's house on a stretcher — the last time that his mother 
saw her son alive. 
Later he was flown to the University of Minnesota Medical Center in Minneapolis, where he died 
on Dec. 6 — the youngest person on the reservation to be claimed by the virus. 
"I wish my brother was right along with me now, and we could have all those years back," said a 
grieving Kyle Mellette of Aberdeen, S.D. "I'm sure he would have made a great father." 
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Days before Christmas, the sound of women sobbing carried on the morning breeze as tribal 
members gathered outside a school gym in Wakpala, S.D., for Jared Mellette's funeral. 
One by one, men and women dressed in red-and-black shirts — in memory of Mellette's favorite 
colors — approached the open casket as mourners sang hymns in Lakota. His mother leaned 
over her son's body, stroked his long dark hair and whispered "I love you Doy Doy" over and 
over. 
Then she gently pressed her face against her son's forehead and kissed him one last time. 

Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation
With deep sadness, the Tribal Council of the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation announces the 
death of Marshall McKay following his battle with COVID-19.

Speaking as one, the Yocha Dehe Tribal Council issued the following statement:
“We know our pain is shared by so many families facing the devastating effects of this pandemic. 
We know also the pain of Marshall’s loss is shared by the many who loved him and learned from 
him. We will miss his strength and wisdom. He was a resolute protector of Native American 
heritage here, within our own homeland, but also throughout California and Indian Country.” 
For 31 years, from 1984 to 2015, Marshall McKay served as a member of the Yocha Dehe Tribal 
Council, elected to lead the Tribe as its Chairman for nearly a decade of that time. He continued 
to serve on many of the Tribe’s governmental bodies, including the Board of Directors for Cache 
Creek Casino Resort. 
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Marshall’s leadership was marked by a stalwart dedication to the preservation and promotion of 
Native American arts and culture, the affirmation of sovereign tribal governance, and the 
international effort to protect the rights of all indigenous people. He was instrumental in helping 
Yocha Dehe achieve economic independence, he helped the Tribe grow and diversify its 
agricultural operations, and he helped greatly expand the Tribe’s land holdings within Yocha 
Dehe’s ancestral territory. 

The son of the renowned healer and basket weaver Mabel McKay, Marshall possessed a deep 
passion and appreciation for Native art as a means for Native people to tell their stories and 
preserve their histories. 

Marshall was a founding member of the Native Arts & Cultures Foundation, and he was 
appointed to the Board for Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian. He also was 
the first Native American to be appointed Chairman of the Board for the Autry National Center 
(which includes the Southwest Museum of the American Indian, the Museum of the American 
West, and the Institute for the Study of the American West). 

Marshall was a fierce advocate for the environment and tribal land rights, and a champion for 
sustainable living and land-use practices. He was dedicated to protecting tribal sovereignty and 
the rights of Native tribes and peoples, serving on the Board of the Native American Rights 
Fund. He was a Founding Commissioner of the California Native American Heritage Comm
ission, whose charge is to protect Native American cultural resources, including places of 
religious and social significance to Native peoples, such as tribal cemeteries on private and 
public lands. 

Marshall was the first of his tribe to attend college - Sonoma State University. He spent 15 years 
repairing and maintaining nuclear submarines for the Department of Defense, ultimately 
supervising those work crews. Born in Colusa near his tribal home within Yolo County’s Capay 
Valley, Marshall was deeply devoted to his family and tribal community. 

The Tribe is profoundly grateful for the care Marshall received from frontline healthcare workers 
in Los Angeles where his illness developed, an area particularly hard-hit by the pandemic.


