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LaNada War Jack  ·      Bear River Massacre

On 29 January 1863 Colonel Patrick Edward Connor and about 200 California Volunteers 
attacked a Northwestern Shoshoni winter village located at the confluence of Beaver Creek and 
Bear River, twelve miles west and north of the village of Franklin in Cache Valley and just a 
short distance north of the present Utah-Idaho boundary line. This band of 450 Shoshoni under 
war chief Bear Hunter had watched uneasily as Mormon farmers had moved into the Indian 
home of Cache Valley in the spring of 1860 and now, three years later, had appropriated all the 
land and water of the verdant mountain valley. The young men of the tribe had struck back at the 
white settlers; this prompted Utah territorial officials to call on Connor's troops to punish the 
Northwestern band. Before the colonel led his men from Camp Douglas at Salt Lake City north 
to Bear River, he had announced that he intended to take no prisoners.

As the troopers approached the Indian camp in the early morning darkness at 6:00 a.m., they 
found the Shoshoni warriors entrenched behind the ten-foot eastern embankment of Beaver 
Creek (afterwards called Battle Creek). The Volunteers suffered most of their twenty-three 
casualties in their first charge across the open plain in front of the Shoshoni village. Colonel 
Connor soon changed tactics, which resulted in a complete envelopment of the Shoshoni camp 
by the soldiers who began firing on the Indian men, women, and children indiscriminately. By 
8:00 a.m., the Indian men were out of ammunition, and the last two hours of the battle became a 
massacre as the soldiers used their revolvers to shoot down all the Indians they could find in the 
dense willows of the camp.

Approximately 250 Shoshoni were slain, including 90 women and children. After the slaughter 
ended, some of the undisciplined soldiers went through the Indian village raping women and 
using axes to bash in the heads of women and children who were already dying of wounds. Chief 
Bear Hunter was killed along with sub-chief, Lehi. The troops burned the seventy-five Indian 
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lodges, recovered 1,000 bushels of wheat and flour, and appropriated 175 Shoshoni horses. 
While the troops cared for their wounded and took their dead back to Camp Douglas for burial, 
the Indians' bodies were left on the field for the wolves and crows.

Although the Mormon settlers in Cache Valley expressed their gratitude for "the movement of 
Col. Connor as an intervention of the Almighty" in their behalf, the Bear River Massacre has 
been overlooked in the history of the American West chiefly because it occurred during the Civil 
War when a more important struggle was taking place in the East. Of the six major Indian 
massacres in the Far West, from Bear River in 1863 to Wounded Knee in 1890, the Bear River 
affair resulted in the most victims, an event which today deserves greater attention than the mere 
sign presently at the site.



American Indian Archives and Libraries

2 Online Records of American Indians
3 National Repositories

• 3.1 Family History Library
• 3.2 National Archives I
• 3.3 Naitonal Archives at Fort Worth
• 3.4 National Archives Regional Branches
• 3.5 National Museum of the Amer Indian

4 Alaska
• 4.1 Central Council Tlingit & Haida Tribes
• 4.2 Hisagvik College
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5 Arizona
• 5.1 Diné College Tsaile Campus
• 5.2 Labriola Nat'l Amer. Indian Data Center
• 5.3 Tohono O'odham Comm. College Libr

6 California
• 6.1 Bancroft Library
• 6.2 California State Library
• 6.3 Kuumeyaay Community College
• 6.4 Southwest Museum Braun Res. Library

7 Colorado
• 7.1 Ute Mountain Tribal Library

8 Connecticut
• 8.1 Institute for Amer. Indian Studies Libr
• 8.2 Mashantucket Pequot Mus & Res Ctr

9 Florida
• 9.1 Billy Osceola Memorial Library
• 9.2 Dorothy Scott Osceola Mem Library
• 9.3 Willie Frank Library
• 9.4 Immokalee Reservation Library

10 Kansas
• 10.1 Haskell Indian Nations University

11 Michigan
• 11.1 Bay Mills Community College Library
• 11.2 Chippewa River District Library
• 11.3 Drummond Island Historical Society
• 11.4 Keweenaw Bay Ojibwa Comm Coll
• 11.5 Library of Michigan
• 11.6 Luce-Mackinac County Geneal. Soc
• 11.7 Munising School Public Library
• 11.8 Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College

12 Minnesota
• 12.1 Fond du Lac Tribal & Comm Coll Libr
• 12.2 Leech Lake Tribal College Library
• 12.3 Red Lake Nation College
• 12.4 White Earth Tribal & Comm College

13 Montana
• 13.1 Blackfeet Community College
• 13.2 Chief Dull Knife College
• 13.3 Fort Belknap College Library
• 13.4 Fort Peck Community College Library
• 13.5 Little Big Horn College Library
• 13.6 Salish Kootenai College
• 13.7 Stone Child College

14 Nebraska
• 14.1 Little Priest Tribal College Library
• 14.2 Nebraska Indian Community College
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15 New Mexico
• 15.1 Institute of American Indian Arts
• 15.2 Navajo Technical University Library
• 15.3 Southwstrn Indian Polytech Inst Libr

16 New York
• 16.1 Seneca Nations of Indians Library
• 16.2 Cattaraugus Branch
• 16.3 St. Regis Mohawk Akwesasne Libr

17 North Dakota
• 17.1 Cankdeska Cikana Comm College
• 17.2 Sitting Bull College Library
• 17.3 Turtle Mtn Chippewa Heritage Ctr
• 17.4 Turtle Mtn Comm College Library
• 17.5 United Tribes Tech College Library

18 Oklahoma
• 18.1 Oklahoma Historical Society
• 18.2 Bristow Public Library
• 18.3 Bristow Genealogical Society
• 18.4 Cherokee Heritage Center
• 18.5 Choctaw County Public Library
• 18.6 Chickasaw Nation Tribal Library
• 18.7 Comanche Nation College Library
• 18.8 Konawa Genealogy Society
• 18.9 Miami Tribal Library/Archives
• 18.10 Osage Tribal Museum, Arch & Libr
• 18.11 Sapulpa Public Library
• 18.12 Sapulpa Historical Soc & Museum
• 18.13 Seminole Historical Society
• 18.14 Seminole Nation Historical Society
• 18.15 Seminole Public Library
• 18.16 Talbot Library and Museum
• 18.17 Tulsa City-County Libr Gen. Center

19 Oregon
• 19.1 Coquille Indian Tribe
• 19.2 Tamástslikt Cultural Institute

20 Pennsylvania
• 20.1 American Philosophical Soc Library

21 South Dakota
• 21.1 Oglala Lakota College
• 21.2 SiTanka Huron University
• 21.3 Sinte Gleska University Library
• 21.4 Sisseton-Wahpton Comm Coll Libr

22 Tennessee
• 22.1 Tennessee State Library & Archives

23 Texas
• 23.1 Institute of Texan Cultures Library
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• 23.2 North Texas State Univ Archives
• 23.3 Sul Ross State University
• 23.4 University of Texas at Austin
• 23.5 University of Texas at El Paso
• 23.6 University of Texas - Pan American

24 Washington
• 24.1 Makah Tribal Council
• 24.2 Makah Cultural and Research Center
• 24.3 King County Library System
• 24.4 Medicine Creek Tribal College
• 24.5 Muckleshoot Tribal College
• 24.6 Northwest Indian College
• 24.7 Northwest Indian College
• 24.8 Spokane Tribal College Library
• 24.9 Suquamish Museum: Tribal Archives

25 Wisconsin
• 25.1 Bad River Public Tribal Library
• 25.2 College of the Menominee Nation
• 25.3 Lac du Flambeau Public Library
• 25.4 Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwa Com Clg
• 25.5 Marquette Univ Raynor Mem Libraries

26 Wyoming
• 26.1 Wind River Tribal College

For Further Reading                                                                                                              
Other libraries and archives not found on the above list also have sources and information about 
American Indian ancestors. For a list significant genealogical repositories which may have 
additional American Indian sources see

• United States Archives and Libraries
Further, individual state or local repositories often have sources about nearby Indian tribes and 
bands. To identify such libraries or archives, search this Wiki for each [state]  (where an ancestor 
lived) followed by the phrase Archives and Libraries, for example:

• Oklahoma Archives and Libraries
• Arizona Archives and Libraries 

The following two directories show additional repositories with sources about individual 
American Indian tribes and ancestors:

• Alyce Sadongei, Tribal Archive, Library, and Museum Directory (Tucson, AZ : American 
Indian Program, Arizona State Museum, University of Arizona, (2005)). WorldCat 
60750388

• Tribal Museums in America
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Heidi Barlese - Thanks to Moogoozo we have hands instead of paws.

Lawsuit Alleging Oil Companies Misled Public About Climate Change Moves Forward  
Rebecca Hersher, NPR  
Hersher writes: "A federal appeals court in Virginia heard a landmark case Tuesday that seeks to 
hold major fossil fuel companies accountable for their role in climate change. The court's 
decision in the case will have implications for a raft of similar cases brought by cities, counties 
and states across the country."  
READ MORE
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• Two Northern Nevadans are playing in the NFC Championship Game this Sunday, but 
only one will advance to the Super Bowl

• Nevada groups file suit to halt wild horse roundups

https://cl.exct.net/?qs=62b07b3c488dd2fd6bb39e42dc0cfc2842f51462d2284998e8ee7729c30857ba749f5a179312d844251b98466d28083db34b0de341c09fa0135a3919e78365c5
https://cl.exct.net/?qs=62b07b3c488dd2fd4eb2ed88405175a6997d054df9f12d444b7d3bc16a1770339901634c8c2efdcb30b39b21d7b111247afe7740b6f8934fa39af7acc7629602


  ·
AISES       Partner Schools Wanted for the 2022-2023 School Year!

Are you a High School that currently serves Indigenous students? Do you have an interest in 
starting or expanding computer science courses at your school? This might be the program for 
you!

AISES and the Kapor Center are working together to provide support for a sequence of culturally 
revitalizing computer science curriculum to partner schools across the county. We work 
collaboratively with our school sites to create an engaging computer science curriculum, while 
also working with teachers and when possible, community members to integrate cultural 
traditions, language, stories, art and more. It is a tribe-specific computer science curriculum that 
is built with and for the partner communities.

Deadline to apply is Friday, February 18th, 2022.

For more information about this program please visit our website, or contact Marie Casao, 
AISES Program Officer at programs@aises.org or Frieda McAlear, Kapor Senior Research 
Associate at friedam@kaporcenter.org
https://www.aises.org/.../expanding-computer-science...

Barbara Tuchman in her 1980 address at the Library of Congress, “Books are the carriers of 
civilization. Without books, history is silent, literature dumb, science crippled, thought and 
speculation at a standstill. Without books, the development of civilization would have been 

impossible.”

https://www.facebook.com/aises.org/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUxfzTwvj2VKYRnWyZlRxC__09EFAntT1B31p00e_YHBuxe63O5V_osiAHSgXKd3yEEAJRWvoppb7K2mRTOhUyU0hSpURaxepoRI5SOzs6-hLDEEKvYb6m5d68jtcus3u6d8-12RFXxz-TdPELdgatmzN2eWgVz3LcKx9I6OTCtvouCApfOC8rqxutEtIzWFCdxgvKRFPrYd3LLBtwRkXLTX5gp6_oaBO1hJFOvT-kV6ReCd-XwWHaXO68BjkU0391bMvIMLTCE2C-cIYj-yD1Z__lSr0ie0M27LXV96bTRUA&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aises.org%2Fcontent%2Fexpanding-computer-science-opportunities-native-girls%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1JR7e1ixa9J2wgE0XQxRVdvY6qa-b0r78tbcpJbw0Rr4RrSRtLDaCIoHk&h=AT0NJunQ6L1zyEx0f7lYuIL29do4ziixUGzQ8B6cSotVSTaoG8uhKwtuNQJOkwUbndZUTHlEqCrsONAyl3PlnWgYkBlKfr-5ME-Or2aIs11I5_lC99YWjKlF0dnxQmDohv_-f-ujyltVmCuWawvZ2p8&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT0HUmW9ey0ihcKML97dnOArr-5JxX8H53ACiHKPEJUFZ1mKxgbJbHUWbXC0oVdczmX8QwDhmDWd02u9mEjsU_xbI0d0AjBkWJAgpsYEswFvCsZXS9XicVkCgvKLWeEVE6_6ERYLVXJcjkl41QQ111dUtqXP1m9pGgRGvCiUuAbJwrOFTz0XbNf2_hNPWhd0uDyAgCS8Lex_o9ING5QSliK8CzTXwdoizRzJC-XkBXlh4nH5LnazB6ht4LFvQLQPE7ycYPAI5kBWY752E-edQB5q-fgA7HPVHFwTfbNBes0r6JCVq1dZdKk4EySu3bbRfMvYGVY

