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‘I formally apologize’: Biden condemns U.S. Indian boarding schools                       
October 25, 2024 at 3:00 p.m. EDT

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY — President Joe Biden apologized to Native Americans 
on Friday for the U.S. government’s role in creating and operating Indian boarding schools that 
for 150 years aimed to assimilate Native children by taking them from their families and erasing 
their languages and culture.

As he spoke, a large crowd of tribal leaders and community members cheered. Survivors of the 
schools cried, listening to words they said they never thought would come.

By Dana Hedgpeth is a Native American journalist who has been at The Post for 25 years. She is 
an enrolled member of the Haliwa-Saponi Tribe of North Carolina. At The Post, she has covered 
topics including Native Americans and their history, Pentagon spending, the U.S. defense 
industry, and the local rail and bus systems, governments and courts.
follow on X @postmetrogirl

By Sari Horwitz is a Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative reporter. She has been at The Post for 
40 years and is the author of the series "Justice in Indian Country" and the co-author of the book 
"American Cartel: Inside the Battle to Bring Down the Opioid Industry.”                                             
follow on X @sarihorwitz

By Toluse Olorunnipa
Toluse "Tolu" Olorunnipa is the White House Bureau Chief of The Washington Post, and the co-
author of "His Name is George Floyd," winner of the 2023 Pulitzer Prize for Nonfiction. He 
joined The Post in 2019 and has covered the last three presidents. Previously, he worked at 
Bloomberg News and the Miami Herald, reporting from Washington and Florida.
follow on X @ToluseO

To listen to Biden’s words: https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/2024/10/25/
biden-apology-indian-boarding-schools/

https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/candidates/joe-biden-2024/?itid=lk_inline_manual_2
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/dana-hedgpeth/
https://x.com/@postmetrogirl
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In Rural Arizona, A Bid — And A Block — To Get Indigenous Voters To The Polls

Activist Allie Redhorse Young has been bringing celebrities, popular events and voter 
registration to Navajo Nation. Now she's tapped into field organizers, too.

By Jennifer Bendery  Oct 23, 2024, 05:30 AM EDT

Allie Redhorse Young, an Indigenous activist and founder of Protect the Sacred, stands next to 
actors Mark Ruffalo, Wilmer Valderrama and Cara Jade Myers before walking to the polls in 
Fort Defiance, Arizona, on Oct. 12.                                                Sharon Chischilly for HuffPost

FORT DEFIANCE, Ariz. — At an elementary school way out in rural northeastern Arizona, on a 
sunny Saturday afternoon, the Incredible Hulk was signing autographs.

Hulk was a huge draw in this remote community in Navajo Nation. Hundreds of people turned 
out for a chance to meet him — well, the actor who plays him in the latest Marvel movies, Mark 
Ruffalo — at the Tséhootsooí Primary Learning Center. People drove as far as 19 hours, across 
state lines and with cars full of kids. Some adults even admitted that while they came for the 
official gathering, an Indigenous voter mobilization event, they wouldn’t turn down a chance to 
meet a famous actor.

“I’m an active voter. I don’t think that’s enough these days. So, I try to be more than just that,” 
said Hondo Louis, 50, who was peering around a tree for a Ruffalo sighting as he spoke. “But 
also, having a celebrity who’s going to lend support to something I believe in.”

Everyone came for an activity, too: a 3-mile walk to a local polling station. Early voting in the 
state had begun a few days earlier, and residents of all ages — teens on skateboards, elders in 

https://www.huffpost.com/author/jennifer-bendery


wheelchairs — brought their ballots to cast at Fort Defiance Road Yard, a facility that would be 
open specially for the event.

Ahead of the walk, people talked loosely about what mattered to them in the election. Women’s 
rights. Better roads. Broadband service.

Most of the attendees live in Navajo Nation, the largest Native American reservation in the 
country. It is roughly the size of West Virginia and home to nearly 400,000 registered tribal 
members across three states. Poverty is high. College graduates are scarce. Nearly 1 in 5 people 
don’t have health insurance. Huge swaths of land haven’t been developed at all, offering drivers 
stunning views of mesas and desert vegetation on the long and dusty roads between towns.

It took HuffPost 13 hours to get to Window Rock, the capital of the reservation, from 
Washington, D.C., and another 13 hours to get back. The closest major airport is in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, and that’s still two and a half hours away by car.

Most of Navajo Nation is based in northeast Arizona, a pivotal state that Kamala Harris and 
Donald Trump are fighting to win in these final weeks before the presidential election. Tribes 
here could be key to deciding who wins.

President Joe Biden won Arizona by just over 10,000 votes in 2020, thanks in part to a huge 
spike in Indigenous voter turnout. In particular, voters in Apache, Navajo and Coconino counties 
― all of which overlap with Navajo Nation ― cast more than 52,000 votes, helping Biden 
become the first Democrat to win the state since 1996. In Navajo County alone, roughly 66% of 
registered voters in Navajo precincts voted, which was nearly a 13% increase over the previous 
presidential election. More than 83% of voters in Navajo Nation precincts went for Biden over 
Trump.

This isn’t lost on Harris and Trump, who are locked in a tight race and heavily courting voters in 
Arizona. Both campaigns have teams on the ground targeting tribes, and both candidates have 
descended on the state in the last couple of weeks.

Harris held an Oct. 10 rally in Chandler, where she met with Native American youth leaders 
from across the state. Her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, was in Arizona on Oct. 9 to 
visit the Gila River Indian Reservation. Trump was in Prescott Valley on Oct. 13, and his running 
mate, Ohio Sen. JD Vance, held events in Tucson and Mesa earlier in the month, too.

But neither Republican engaged directly with tribes during their visit.

During HuffPost’s visit to Navajo Nation, it was clear that Harris is resonating here more than 
Trump. On the lone highway into Window Rock, two massive billboards stuck out in an 
otherwise vast landscape of mountains and scrub plants. Both featured distinct images of 
Trump’s eyes, and underneath, warnings of the threat he poses to women’s reproductive rights 
and of his ties to Project 2025, the conservative Heritage Foundation’s far-right policy roadmap 
for a second Trump presidency.

https://www.history.com/news/native-american-tribes-facts
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And during Saturday’s walk, where lots of people carried signs celebrating the power of their 
vote, a few specifically advocated for one candidate: Harris.

“I’ve heard enough. And I’ve read enough. And I’m a motivated voter. And I know B.S. when I 
hear it,” said Louis, who suggested he didn’t trust Trump. “I feel like I can look somebody in the 
eye and decide really quickly if they’ve got my vote. Harris and Walz got my vote.”

Hundreds of Indigenous voters and allies walk to the polls Saturday afternoon in Fort Defiance, 
Arizona.                                                   Sharon Chischilly for HuffPost

The voter march, called “Walk to the Polls: Honoring 100 Years of Citizenship and Beyond,” 
was organized by Protect the Sacred, a group focused on empowering Indigenous youth. Navajo 
native Allie Redhorse Young launched it in 2020 to mobilize young people to help slow the 
spread of COVID-19 in Navajo Nation, which was devastated by the pandemic. She has since 
expanded the group’s focus to civic engagement and voting.

Young’s primary goal is to bring the voting process to Navajo people, many of whom would 
otherwise have to travel long distances — some as far as 140 miles round trip to the nearest post 
office — just to register. Lots of people on the reservation still have no water or electricity at 
home, never mind access to the internet.

“It’s incredibly hard to organize in a rural reservation community, especially around voting,” she 
told HuffPost. “That’s what I’ve learned in four years of doing this. But I’m constantly telling 
those funders out there, ‘You guys are neglecting an important voting bloc, and resources need to 
come to our communities because we make the difference. We do.’”

Young noted that Navajo Nation is 27,000 square miles, most of which is in Arizona, and about 
170,000 Navajos still live on the reservation.

“That’s a lot of people we’re not engaging with,” she said. “I’ve had people say, ‘Why can’t we 
just put on an event in Phoenix?’ No, because our people live five hours from there.”

Some people drove in from much farther away than Phoenix for Young’s event. Maggie Sam, 34, 
came in from Blanding, Utah, and brought her 19-year-old daughter, Natural Yellowman. Both 
were clearly excited to meet Ruffalo but said they were eager to vote, too. Both planned to vote 
for Harris.

“I stand by a lot of things she represents herself, and for us too,” said Sam. “And I really don’t 
really like the other opponent. So, she has my vote.”

She said it matters a lot to her that Harris is a woman of color, even as Harris has leaned out from 
showcasing her identity on the campaign trail.

“She’s a minority. And we are too,” said Sam. “We’re brown-skinned.”

Yellowman, who will be a first-time voter, said the first video she saw of Harris was of her 
talking about women’s rights. She said it really affected her.

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/coronavirus-relief-tribes-navajo-nation-trump-congress_n_5ebf2fcdc5b6088ec7f992c4
https://narf.org/vote-by-mail/
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https://www.politico.com/news/2024/08/30/harris-cnn-interview-race-gender-00176929


“I like that a lot,” said Yellowman, who was holding a painting of the Hulk that she made and 
planned to give to Ruffalo. “I feel more drawn to her.”

Asked which was more exciting to her, meeting a movie star or voting for Harris, the 19-year-old 
said softly, “Both.”

A young Indigenous woman skateboards through the Walk to the Polls event, bound for a polling 
center in Fort Defiance, Arizona.                                                                               Jen Bendery

Protect the Sacred’s strategy is pretty simple: Young hosts fun and culturally relevant events that 
draw out Indigenous youth, and while they’re there, gets them registered to vote. This year, for 
the first time, Young teamed up with a grassroots group, Arizona Native Vote, to manage voter 
registration and to stay engaged with event attendees well after the events are over.

Think of it as a one-two punch for Indigenous civic engagement: Protect the Sacred puts together 
exciting events that young people want to come to, and Arizona Native Vote connects with them 
while they’re there and adds them to its voter database. It then stays in touch with them year-
round to keep them involved and active.

“We do, like, the cool event, and [Arizona Native Vote is] there to do that work,” said Young. 
“What I realized — because in 2020 and 2022, we were doing similar events — is, what 
difference are we going to make if we get people to the polls and they’re not registered to vote?”

“So I said, OK, we’ve got to put in the work on the voter registration side,” she said.

Last month, Protect the Sacred held a “Skate for Democracy” event in Tuba City, featuring a 
skateboarding competition and heavy metal concert where young people could also register to 
vote. Another event, “Saddle up for Change,” was a six-stop horseback ride across the 
reservation, with people visiting rural communities to register voters and update their registration 
status. The events were a hit, and Arizona Native Vote was there for the latter.

“We’re the ground team,” said Jaynie Parrish, executive director of Arizona Native Vote. “We 
know the voters. We know what needs to be done. We know precincts on tribal lands.”

Parrish launched her nonprofit in early 2023 after years of mobilizing Indigenous voters in the 
state via the Democratic Party. She and her team have been parsing through precinct data to 
single out registered voters who didn’t vote in 2020 or 2022 and target them for engagement. 
They target new voters, like high school and college students, and so-called “voting influencers,” 
people who regularly vote and can influence their family members to do the same.

“2022 was good,” Parrish said of her voter contact efforts that year. “Our two counties were the 
only ones in the whole state that saw an increase in voter turnout. Apache and Navajo County. 
It’s because we do this work year-round.”

“It was a slight increase,” she added, “but still an increase.”

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Arizona-Native-Vote-Fall-Newsletter.html?soid=1141017974032&aid=v_di4e261GI
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Arizona-Native-Vote-Fall-Newsletter.html?soid=1141017974032&aid=v_di4e261GI


A car passes by near Window Rock, Arizona, on Oct. 12, 2024.
Sharon Chischilly for HuffPost

The walk itself carried cultural significance beyond the current electoral cycle. Young tied it to 
the 100-year anniversary of the signing of the Indian Citizenship Act, which granted U.S. 
citizenship to Native Americans. (The irony of being granted rights on their own land was not 
lost on Young or on anyone who knows what irony means, folks.)

The trek was also inspired by the Navajo Long Walk of 1864, when the U.S. government forced 
Navajo people from their homelands and made them walk more than 400 miles from Fort 
Defiance — the location of Saturday’s event — to Bosque Redondo, New Mexico. Thousands of 
Navajos died during that walk, which was the goal of the U.S. government.

Young wanted to connect her event to that dark era to celebrate how far the Navajo people have 
come. In a nod to that effort, several people dressed in traditional Indigenous clothing for 
Saturday’s walk.

One young Navajo woman wearing deer hide wrap moccasins, which have thin soles and aren’t 
exactly built for long walks on pavement, had to pause because her shoe was unraveling. “It 
hurts a lot,” she told HuffPost, standing on the side of the road as friends were helping to wrap 
her shoe back up. Nonetheless, she said she wanted to finish the walk in them.

“We’ve survived genocide, you know?” Young said later. “So today’s event was a powerful 
demonstration of our survival.”

Despite the route being only 3 miles, the walk was an all-day affair. Before heading out, people 
gathered in a school parking lot in the intense Arizona sun as Fleetwood Mac’s “Rumours” 
blasted on a speaker and organizers handed out voter guides and T-shirts. There was an Apache 
ceremonial dance, with the smells of burning sage wafting through the air. And later, when the 
walk ended, Young hosted an hours-long pizza party at the nearby Navajo Nation Museum where 
people could get photos with Ruffalo and other actors taking part in the day’s events, Wilmer 
Valderrama and Cara Jade Myers.

At the finish line, on the dirt road outside of Fort Defiance Road Yard, Parrish had a table set up 
with a stack of voter guides and T-shirts featuring a character from the FX show “Reservation 
Dogs.” The shirts referenced a phrase often used in the show, “Don’t be a shit ass. Vote.”

Native Americans have long faced barriers to voting. People on reservations don’t always have 
traditional mailing addresses, so the U.S. Postal Service won’t mail them ballots. Some voter ID 
requirements, like the need to have a state-issued ID versus a tribal ID, have made it more 
difficult for voters on remote reservations. Poor infrastructure, like the kind that exists in parts of 
Navajo Nation, can mean unusable roads and nonexistent internet service for election after 
election.

They hit another obstacle on this walk: a locked gate outside of the polling station.

https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/june-02/#:~:text=to%20this%20page-,Indian%20Citizenship%20Act,barred%20Native%20Americans%20from%20voting.
https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/june-02/#:~:text=to%20this%20page-,Indian%20Citizenship%20Act,barred%20Native%20Americans%20from%20voting.
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/navajo/long-walk/long-walk.cshtml
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https://vote.narf.org/obstacles-at-every-turn/


The facility at Fort Defiance Road Yard was usually only open from Monday through Thursday. 
But the front gate was supposed to have been unlocked for the event, with a ballot box accessible 
outside the building for dropping off votes. Young had confirmed with Apache County officials 
in advance that the gate would be open for people to walk in and actually cast ballots.

Standing in front of the chained-up gate, Young told the crowd that a county official had texted 
her during the walk to say there weren’t any staff available on a Saturday afternoon to drive out 
to the site and unlock the gate. She urged attendees to instead drop off their ballots at a post 
office near the museum they were headed to.

“We’re standing in front of a locked fence because on the Navajo Nation, our early polling sites 
have limited hours,” Young said. “I am disappointed that the gate is closed and we’re locked out. 
But thank you to those who brought your ballots.”

“They are trying to make it hard to vote,” Ruffalo later declared onstage at the pizza party, to 
applause. “The idea is to make you feel cynical about voting. It’s the bad guys who are making 
you feel cynical about voting because voting is power.”

“We saw what happened in the last election,” he added, referring to high Indigenous voter 
turnout. “We now have a Native American woman sitting in the Cabinet of the United States 
president.”

A little boy wearing a Hulk mask waits for a chance to meet actor Mark Ruffalo, who plays the 
Incredible Hulk in the latest Marvel movies, ahead of the Walk to the Polls event. Ruffalo later 
signed his mask.                                                                            Sharon Chischilly for HuffPost

Miles down the road in Window Rock, some Navajo locals didn’t know anything about this 
walk. But they had strong feelings about voting in this presidential election.

“Don’t get me started about politics,” laughed Marjorie Francisco, 62, as she sipped her coffee in 
the lobby of the modest Quality Inn Navajo Nation Capital.

The hotel restaurant, called Diné Restaurant — Diné is a term Navajo people use to refer to 
themselves — was a local hot spot. People steadily streamed in from miles away, not to stay at 
the hotel but to come in for a hot meal of mutton stew and fry bread, and for some conversation.

Francisco, who has lived on the reservation for her entire life, said she plans to vote for Harris in 
large part because she’s a woman of color.

“She is a minority just like me,” she said. “It feels exciting because a lot of us minorities, we’re 
left behind. We’re on the back burners.”

Francisco said she doesn’t like the way Trump presents himself and that he hasn’t offered any 
plans for helping people who aren’t rich. “Us lower class, I consider myself as lower class,” she 
said. “I make less than $50,000 a year. It’s like, what are you [Trump] going to do for us?”



Francisco lives in a trailer in the town of Ganado with her husband, Ed. She said they just got 
water and electricity in their home two years ago, which was a big improvement over their 
previous way of life: driving an hour and a half to the town of Holbrook just to take a shower.

They shared stories of sleeping in their car in a Burger King parking lot for several nights when 
the miles-long dirt road to their home was buried in feet of snow. They talked about their 
community’s struggles with drugs and alcohol. Francisco works in a local hospital and said she’s 
seen young people coming in so strung out on meth or fentanyl that doctors had to tie them down 
and put them to sleep, just to calm them down.

Ed, who only gave his first name, said his local postal office had to remove its hand sanitizers 
because people were stealing them to drink them and try to get drunk from the rubbing alcohol in 
them. Both said they were glad to hear about the Protect the Sacred event down the road.

“It seems like nobody just, kind of, usually cares about the youth,” said Ed, before suggesting 
Harris is an exception. “I think that’s where Kamala comes in. She’s energetic. She does her 
moves. One of the ads where she was dancing, I was like, oh! She’s got some moves!”

Ed said he worries about the fate of his community if Trump wins, in part because of his ties to 
Project 2025. Among other things, the Heritage Foundation’s far-right 900-page presidential 
transition guidebook would take a wrecking ball to public lands.

“Our nation is at stake. Our homeland is at stake,” he warned. “If Trump gets back in there, 
we’re going to lose it.”

Ed said he doesn’t talk about it much, but that he and other elders in his community believe that 
Trump was prophesied in Navajo culture as someone who was going to return from another 
world to “take us all back, to have us lose everything.” In another Navajo prophecy, he said, a 
woman of color emerges as a leader who helps the tribe.

“I see that now,” he said. “I have a real strong cultural background with traditional knowledge. 
My grampy, he did these things, he said, ‘I’m not going to see it, but I think you will.’”

Ed didn’t give many details on this Navajo prophecy. He lowered his voice when he spoke of it, 
and said it’s not something he tells his friends that he sees happening.

“We don’t discuss this,” he said. Asked why he shared this story with HuffPost, Ed said simply, 
“You asked me about it.”

“You’re here talking about it. You come from Washington,” he added. “That’s just the kind of 
knowledge that we have.

Rosalind Zah, wife of former Navajo Nation President Peterson Zah, wears her "Vote Kamala" 
visor hat Saturday evening in Window Rock, Arizona.

With early voting now underway in Arizona, Parrish and her team are making their final push to 
ensure tribal residents turn out to vote. She’s got 20 paid staffers on the ground working with five 
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tribes in the state: Navajo, Hopi, White Mountain Apache, Tohono Oʼodham and San Carlos 
Apache.

She said her goal is to hit a 2% increase in Indigenous voter turnout over 2020. As part of her 
efforts to reach young voters, Parrish and her team have gone into 10 high schools in the last 
semester to talk directly to students, mostly seniors, about civics and voting. Arizona Native Vote 
will keep engaging with those students well beyond November.

“What we’re doing there is establishing that relationship. We are not a one-and-done group,” she 
said. Ultimately, she said, her goal is to grow Arizona Native Vote into a robust statewide 
operation like Fair Fight, the voting rights nonprofit led by Georgia politician and voting rights 
activist Stacey Abrams.

“I want Fair Fight, but I want to do it here in Arizona with tribes,” Parrish said, “because there’s 
no excuse why we can’t have that.”

Back at the Quality Inn, Francisco conceded that for all the years she’s been voting, she still feels 
disillusioned with the system. She said she feels like the Electoral College erases votes like hers, 
and brought up former Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton losing the election in 
2016 despite winning the popular vote.

But maybe for the first time, Francisco said she felt like her vote in 2020 really did matter.

“I always say, ‘Why do I vote?’” she said as Ed nodded nearby. “But then, I see that my vote 
does make a difference. My vote does make a difference.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
South Lake Tahoe’s Measure N represents a crossroads for mountain towns

This November, South Lake Tahoe residents will have the chance to vote on what is shaping up 
to be one of the region’s most controversial issues.

https://sierranevadaally.org/2024/10/24/south-lake-tahoes-measure-n-represents-a-crossroads-
for-mountain-towns/Junior Science & Humanities Symposium - JSHS

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SONJA TROM EAYRS DISCUSSES HER NEW BOOK, DODGE COUNTY, 
INCORPORATED: BIG AG AND THE UNDOING OF RURAL AMERICA 
https://prod.cdn.everyaction.com/emails/van/EA/EA005/1/84021/G_Yd-
VnpxnEFQmd_YKxvhfxV20vD6BmdMu0d8r5K4XF_archive?
cb=MTcyOTc5Mzg4MTYzOA%3d%3d&emci=354a704b-2d92-
ef11-8474-000d3a98fa6b&emdi=3ce1ea63-c792-ef11-88ce-000d3a98fa6b&ceid=29617221

FARM ACTION FOCUS: WHAT WOULD MORE TRUMP TARIFFS MEAN FOR 
FOOD AND FARMERS?
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Indigenous Culture History  ·

Birds are known as the singers of the animal kingdom but they also enjoy listening to the music 
of other birds. Elephants are musically inclined. They sway their trunks to the sound of music 
they like and they will beat steel drums for their enjoyment. The best however is the cow. You 
can go into an empty cattle field and start playing an instrument. Those cows will come running 
to you. Music fascinates them. Music helps everyone and everything be at peace.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
It is not just my rant!  sdc

WoW That's Amaaaaazing  ·

"Have you ever wondered why children are no longer taught to write in cursive?"
And no, it is not by chance that they tend to use it less and less.

Writing in cursive means translating thoughts into words; it forces you to not take your hand off 
the paper.

A stimulating effort, which allows you to associate ideas, link them and put them in relation.

Not by chance does the word cursive come from the Latin "currere", which runs, which flows, 
because thought is winged, it runs, it flies.

Of course, cursive has no place in today's world, a world that does everything possible to slow 
down the development of thought, to fill it.

I think cursive was born in Italy and then spread throughout the world.
Why?
Because it was compact, elegant, clear writing.

But ours is a society that no longer has time for elegance, for beauty, for complexity; we have 
synthetics but not clarity, speed but not efficiency, information but not knowledge!

In general, we know too much and too little because we are no longer (generally speaking) able 
to put things into relation.

Most people can no longer think.
This is why we should go back to writing in cursive, especially at school. Because this is not just 
about recovering a writing style, but about giving breath to our thoughts again.

Everything that makes us live, that feeds the soul, that sustains the spirit, is connected to 
breathing.

Without breath, as the ancient Greeks said, there is no thought. And without thoughts there is no 
life.                                                                                                                      Vivian Parra.-
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