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by Bucky Harjo


ARE AMODEI AND MALOY BREAKING THE COLORADO RIVER FOR TRUMP'S TAX BREAKS



At GBWN, we understand geography and human constructs. The Colorado River Basin and the 
Great Basin are not the same watershed, but they are inherently connected by proximity and 
pipes. And those connections are why we do the work where we do.       
             
The genesis of our organization begins with the Colorado River System. The Southern Nevada 
Water Authority wanted a 300-mile pipeline to export Great Basin waters to augment Nevada's 
supply in Lake Mead. Thanks to your support and our network of allies, we stopped that effort to 
illegally augment Lake Mead. But the SNWA still maintains a massive agricultural operation on 
the ground where clashes with agricultural families in Lincoln and White Pine County persist. 
The SNWA is not continuing to farm and ranch in the Great Basin because they like beef and 
lamb. They are maintaining beneficial use on Great Basin water that could, one day, be piped to 
Vegas.               
             
The future of the west as we know it depends on the Colorado River.     
             
Consider that towns in the Great Basin and other western watersheds are outside of the Colorado River 
System but systematically dependent on it. Denver, Albuquerque, Salt Lake City, and Los Angeles are 
among that cohort. The greater Salt Lake City metropolitan area, for example, is in the Great Basin. But 
26 percent of the region's consumptive water use derives from the Colorado River via the Central Utah 
Project. Furthermore, Los Angeles imports water from Owens Valley, which is the western extent of the 
Great Basin, and the Colorado River. Denver, in the Platte River Watershed, is a city that, somewhat 
ironically, personifies the Colorado River for easterners and flatlanders. But the water is piped in.   
              
In short, what happens on the Colorado River doesn't stay on the Colorado River. It ripples and flows 
outward. However, the Colorado River System's reach isn't what it once was — with a 20 percent 
reduction in average flows hitting the southwest in the past quarter century. And with the ongoing efforts 
that we've mapped by Upper Basin communities to take more, the threats are numerous.    
             
Some people want to believe water is still available.        
              
That's why you will read below about our efforts to raise awareness about dangerous proposals to sprawl 
desert cities, sell off public lands, and build new airports with water that only exists on paper.      
              

There will be major votes in the coming days on the budget proposal to justify renewing the 
2017 tax cuts in the US House. The effort to crunch those numbers includes efforts to sell 
off public lands and help fast-track the Lake Powell Pipeline. The Colorado River cannot 
afford tax breaks like this. And we need your help. But first...

The future of the Colorado River is at stake with proposals to sell off public lands and create 
revenues for tax cuts.

Water Warriors: 
Someone recently asked me: You're the Great Basin Water Network. Why do you work in the 
Colorado River Basin? It's a fair question that I've answered before.
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There is not water available for more development on the Colorado River. But Congress is taking 
dangerous action on proposals that will take the river to places it has never been.     
             
By now, many of you have likely heard about an effort by Nevada Congressman Mark Amodei and Utah 
Congresswoman Celeste Maloy to sell off public lands as part of an effort to raise money for the "big, 
beautiful bill" that extends the 2017 tax cuts passed during President Trump's first term.    
             
The Republicans' amendment would allow auctions on tens of thousands of now-federal acres throughout 
Nevada and Utah in places that rely on the Colorado River System and its tributaries. The proceeds of 
those land sales would be used to offset the deficit that the tax cut extension creates.                                         
             
The tag-team effort from Amodei and Maloy is the subject of much controversy and upheaval from 
Westerners of all stripes. Some members of Congress, NGOs and citizens are outraged.  But, as expected, 
others are elated.            
              
The provision gives developers in Nevada and Utah something that they've wanted for a long 
time: access to currently unavailable lands. In Nevada, the amendment upends the long-standing 
traditions of selling off public land in the quid-pro-quo vein. In other words, Nevada would no 
longer get a special cut of the take on the sales via the Southern Nevada Public Lands 
Management Act. Instead, all the proceeds will go to the treasury to pay for the tax cuts.   
          .    
No matter how you view the imbroglio, Amodei and Maloy must not have looked at the elevations at 
Lakes Mead and Powell before submitting their amendment. Both reservoirs are hovering at 30 percent. 
And many scientists believe that the river system's outputs are going to be greatly reduced in the coming 
years due to the forces of aridity.          
              
The implications of this legislative effort, which cleared another procedural hurdle on Sunday night, are 
non-negligible for the western water supply.         
              
For Nevada, the amendment will clear the way for sprawl along the I-15 Corridor all the way to the 
California border. There is no meaningful supply of groundwater there to meet those developmental 
needs. Indeed, the potential real estate boom requires new pipelines carrying the Colorado River. But 
there's more to consider.            
             
GBWN, Living Rivers and the Center for Biological Diversity alerted the press and public before any 
other NGO about a provision in the amendment that would benefit the Lake Powell Pipeline — a project 
that would suck 28 billion gallons annually away from the nation's second largest reservoir. That means 
less water flowing to Lake Mead. See the story by Alan Halaly in the Review Journal.    
              
For Maloy, this is a huge win if it passes. If the provision clears the House, moves through the Senate, and 
gets President Trump's signature, it will bring Utah one step closer to harnessing more of its paper water 
rights on the Colorado River System. While it doesn't automatically green-light the pipeline, it does 
remove permitting barriers for Utah.  The amendment is guaranteed to do this, however: It will strain 
negotiations and expedite conflict among the seven Colorado River dependent states.    

Federal officials expect elevations at Lake Mead to drop this summer as a fervor takes over Congress 
to sprawl communities with Colorado River water.

IS AMODEI'S AMENDMENT A PYRRHIC VICTORY FOR HIM, HIS RURAL 
CONSTITUENTS, AND VEGAS?
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Amodei's constituents, ironically, don't rely on the Colorado River because Southern Nevada isn't a part 
of his congressional district. But for a man who professes to care for Nevada, his amendment would be a 
Pyrrhic victory for the millions of Nevadans who do rely on the beleaguered river.    
              
Amodei told reporter Sam Shad on Nevada Newsmakers that he didn't confer with his Southern 
Nevada colleagues in Congress before introducing the amendment. Maybe one of them would 
have mentioned to the northern Nevada congressman something about the situation at Lake 
Mead and the implications of passing a bill to support the Lake Powell Pipeline. Maybe someone 
would have recalled Las Vegas' water officials submitting pretty stern comments during Lake 
Powell Pipeline's failed attempt at federal permitting nearly five years ago.     
             
This will be a critical week for the fate of the Amodei-Maloy amendment. Montana Congressman and 
former Interior Secretary, Ryan Zinke, may prove to be a hero on this front as he vows to do what he can 
to take public land sales out of the "big, beautiful" tax bill.       
              
Zinke, a Republican, recently told WBUR Boston that the issue transcends the usual political 
divides.             
             
"Look, this is not a blue issue or red issue," said Zinke. "This is a red, white and blue issue.  
             
Democrats in Nevada's congressional delegation are speaking out. Rep. Susie Lee sent Amodei a 
letter expressing her ire and raising concerns that his amendment would affect the "integrity" of 
the Colorado River System.           
              
Rep. Dina Titus has an amendment to gut the amendment. Her proposal will be put forth when 
the House Rules Committee takes up the budget measure on Wednesday.     
             
What can you do to fight for our water?         
             
We joined the Sierra Club, local officials, and others to raise awareness at a press conference in the days 
following the amendment. We have spoken with members of the media and public officials to raise our 
concerns. But now we need you to act.          
              
Email and Call Amodei and Maloy's offices and tell them to remove the amendment on 
H.Con.Res.14 before it goes for a vote in the House Rules Committee and for a final vote on the 
floor of the House.            
             
Contact Amodei's office, via Max.Kobetz@mail.house.gov and 202-225-6155, and tell him to 
pull his amendment on H.Con.Res.14          
            
Contact Maloy's office, via james.leavitt@mail.house.gov  and 202-225-9730, and tell her to pull 
her amendment on H.Con.Res.14          
   Additional reporting on land sales and water:    
   KNPR, KUNR, NEVADA CURRENT, INSIDE CLIMATE 
NEWS, REVIEW JOURNAL, HIGH COUNTRY NEWS 
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MOJAVE NATIONAL PRESERVE'S NEW, THIRSTY NEIGHBOR?   
Southern Nevada has an airport crisis, according to powerful developers and politicians. And, of 
course, the people in power have a plan to fix it: a new, additional airport 40 miles south of the 
Las Vegas Strip in the middle of the Ivanpah Desert.        
              
There's no water. There's no infrastructure. But there are big dreams.     
             
The "supplemental airport" is the anchor of the I-15 sprawl corridor that will be, if the 
surrounding land sales happen, surrounded by subdivisions, shopping plazas, and warehouses. 
 The airport, after all, is why we need all the public land sales, right? Or is the tail just wagging 
the dog?             
             
Congress legislatively designated this airport in 2000. But the move requires an environmental 
review from the Federal Aviation Administration to see if there are other alternative locations. 
The airport will be a stone's throw from the Joshua Tree haven known as Mojave National 
Preserve.             
             
With Lake Mead at 30 percent capacity right now, what could be a problem with building 
another massive airport and another city just south of the Las Vegas Valley? It is desert tortoise 
habitat. It is right next to Mojave National Preserve. It is a rapidly warming patch of desert that is 
not in need of more pavement, concrete and air pollution. But that's just our opinion.   
             
No matter what happens with Amodei's amendment, the efforts to sprawl Vegas to the California 
border take other shapes and sizes. Senator Catherine Cortez Masto and Rep. Lee have their own 
bill to sell off public lands, Nevada style, as opposed to the Amodei amendment.  There is Rep. 
Titus' bill, the Sloan Canyon Lateral Pipeline Act, that will ultimately ensure that Colorado River 
water makes its way to places like Ivanpah, Jean and Hidden Valley. The Nevada Legislature is 
doing its part by championing AJR10.         
             
We reap what we sow. But it will be a challenge to sow these seeds with the Colorado River. At 
GBWN we always ask: Where will the water come from.         
             
Thank you, Kyle                  Our mailing address is:   PO BOX 75        Baker, Nevada 89311                    
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
     And related:                                                              
https://www.landwatch.com › nevada-land-for-sale › farms-ranches 

Nevada Farms and Ranches for Sale - 55 Listings - LandWatch                                           
Browse our Nevada farms and ranches for sale, view photos and contact an agent today! ... 
surrounded by public lands and national parks. Robert Dow. Remarkable Land, LLC. Contact 
Seller. Lower Kings River Valley Farm ... 261,920 Total Acres The Lucky 7 Ranch is 
headquartered in the northern reaches of the Great Basin near the border town of ...

https://u14608870.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.nTu0mvnaJrxeI2EG7egdz2jD2VxrqpE4KXOlOao1dZ5KYAAhlQ9raFdMTk3ZjLHJ5CoCgdnywxoAhcS-2Fsc-2BhpPHnYZKtlv-2FYHGC6VadcPsj1LJgBxBiHfs-2BnPCa3f93WkNVoYOmomvUZxCZcWo5gnJgknsoeXKuyOcV56R624be-2FEyNn-2FL81ACCkwNWLydT4rB5X_geU-2F6PvtY2-2FeR137tfLaaJ72d-2BV2UcT-2FKyonBVpWJHUIaBGq98zjZHrihYo7AIFkouye5NRfw-2FJkYLL1kQz4lutare-2BHKhIixNcNqZCfFzxoYQqd6lotiIbaUISjRKPTTnjfyvwNfAoLbcOy0cKaCMy2hH1LQkdYr4-2BIkrPvlBYQWcHa-2Byth8GVjxB3jqn8LGumETS1tdmCUJwjisBfbnsGoyVoYnkDBZUrnTZRBBUetgvS5Ar6AQsyNtMReyYo1ZxPYtrkdJWTNQE49Dj7gHeGvpucev-2BB2XRuBhrAOAySZud9LD05SFfxivI9sNpF3fGwKCwGlwWj4WqCA23FK4a-2BLBiobdpb7xALQQktI-2BXhWp19hL-2F6CZJRoARo5gH0b0mROjbgpBBWOvuPnVeAZ51lQgm-2B7pYR7ym5W93ZT72w7xPJIe7iIDW1Waj-2FnErj9
https://u14608870.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.nTu0mvnaJrxeI2EG7egdz2jD2VxrqpE4KXOlOao1dZ5KYAAhlQ9raFdMTk3ZjLHJ5CoCgdnywxoAhcS-2Fsc-2BhpPHnYZKtlv-2FYHGC6VadcPsj1LJgBxBiHfs-2BnPCa3f93WkNVoYOmomvUZxCZcWo5gnJgknsoeXKuyOcV56R624be-2FEyNn-2FL81ACCkwNWLydT4rB5X_geU-2F6PvtY2-2FeR137tfLaaJ72d-2BV2UcT-2FKyonBVpWJHUIaBGq98zjZHrihYo7AIFkouye5NRfw-2FJkYLL1kQz4lutare-2BHKhIixNcNqZCfFzxoYQqd6lotiIbaUISjRKPTTnjfyvwNfAoLbcOy0cKaCMy2hH1LQkdYr4-2BIkrPvlBYQWcHa-2Byth8GVjxB3jqn8LGumETS1tdmCUJwjisBfbnsGoyVoYnkDBZUrnTZRBBUetgvS5Ar6AQsyNtMReyYo1ZxPYtrkdJWTNQE49Dj7gHeGvpucev-2BB2XRuBhrAOAySZud9LD05SFfxivI9sNpF3fGwKCwGlwWj4WqCA23FK4a-2BLBiobdpb7xALQQktI-2BXhWp19hL-2F6CZJRoARo5gH0b0mROjbgpBBWOvuPnVeAZ51lQgm-2B7pYR7ym5W93ZT72w7xPJIe7iIDW1Waj-2FnErj9
https://u14608870.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.nTu0mvnaJrxeI2EG7egdz743iI7Thlc1XHLQFv4vXe-2BCOIkcphRMjoRsEcZOaE9SngqAGwKLXApbXGWUlQU-2FrexGGFsgwkIKv1zuiLubPKYQtKb7IpQNN9eAC8dkHXhZoAE7NovouzNIdgMbrs0-2Bpcox2fSoOEcghAM-2BpWEg1HmFhJMmQ3X20ucr3V2RCOpkAXqB_geU-2F6PvtY2-2FeR137tfLaaJ72d-2BV2UcT-2FKyonBVpWJHUIaBGq98zjZHrihYo7AIFkouye5NRfw-2FJkYLL1kQz4lutare-2BHKhIixNcNqZCfFzxoYQqd6lotiIbaUISjRKPTTnjfyvwNfAoLbcOy0cKaCMy2hH1LQkdYr4-2BIkrPvlBYQWcHa-2Byth8GVjxB3jqn8LGumETS1tdmCUJwjisBfbnsGoyVoYnkDBZUrnTZRBBUetgvS5Ar6AQsyNtMReyYo1ZxPYtrkdJWTNQE49Dj7gHeGvpucev-2BB2XRuBhrAOAySZud9LD05SFfxivI9sNpF3-2BE5ih3us8aZifr20XQyT5Gh2ADNd03rm-2F6dtbhH9LwIYAPHnQcSW6B5cHW-2FuxY9iFIv-2BLIbl8TAGfi2dBBf4bEBXRGx3-2FM8SEUQTb-2Fj1yZzvcV7uvSg0ANh8i4o70SVN
https://u14608870.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.nTu0mvnaJrxeI2EG7egdz73D-2BzeOur5t-2FWFvh71KEqUKuFaXf1MK2YlIHQaRwA90J3S1aujHRnu87IN-2FNdBUe2HFOKEGME2G75fUONx-2Fam8-3D-spt_geU-2F6PvtY2-2FeR137tfLaaJ72d-2BV2UcT-2FKyonBVpWJHUIaBGq98zjZHrihYo7AIFkouye5NRfw-2FJkYLL1kQz4lutare-2BHKhIixNcNqZCfFzxoYQqd6lotiIbaUISjRKPTTnjfyvwNfAoLbcOy0cKaCMy2hH1LQkdYr4-2BIkrPvlBYQWcHa-2Byth8GVjxB3jqn8LGumETS1tdmCUJwjisBfbnsGoyVoYnkDBZUrnTZRBBUetgvS5Ar6AQsyNtMReyYo1ZxPYtrkdJWTNQE49Dj7gHeGvpucev-2BB2XRuBhrAOAySZud9LD05SFfxivI9sNpF3mrzmlSTHZ-2ByBpXSl5Ml1RQlgTKD-2BFY36mx2-2FcvM6n-2F-2F-2FSlA7i2nCRD05f8y2DlPgFfCuPHz5b8V-2BzHehrn6KLBVnNCquPZTURoibUO243NSZc6J1dlFfoc4FU-2FxoZjSp
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https://u14608870.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.nTu0mvnaJrxeI2EG7egdz743iI7Thlc1XHLQFv4vXe8ht7nsLmujRLOdZ6rqnfrL3ZSlvw6SG4TNBw40TkielSfL8-2F5VIJslYfkbsTveiHQlirwWshJOHuMztG79tq-2BTUL9vG4-2FRfci2bph-2BtuErgA-3D-3DwVbM_geU-2F6PvtY2-2FeR137tfLaaJ72d-2BV2UcT-2FKyonBVpWJHUIaBGq98zjZHrihYo7AIFkouye5NRfw-2FJkYLL1kQz4lutare-2BHKhIixNcNqZCfFzxoYQqd6lotiIbaUISjRKPTTnjfyvwNfAoLbcOy0cKaCMy2hH1LQkdYr4-2BIkrPvlBYQWcHa-2Byth8GVjxB3jqn8LGumETS1tdmCUJwjisBfbnsGoyVoYnkDBZUrnTZRBBUetgvS5Ar6AQsyNtMReyYo1ZxPYtrkdJWTNQE49Dj7gHeGvpucev-2BB2XRuBhrAOAySZud9LD05SFfxivI9sNpF3j2xPt0tnwUjEcP7Q594QhUHteIN5ADA1TRDfxqFT7rhh1t1QxTeKW6s-2FKW-2BI7dAdXvHHvGKHSKhL0mXTcgi2S6XLX3QoZqUHjhBHVG9XPt3nnPP62HpaUbEuuTN9ojgk
https://u14608870.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.nTu0mvnaJrxeI2EG7egdz5diuOd9jhgzItHTSaEEd5gXtaAYbAaG24HaYuzqRa5wU22vdS0jEZatn6O4Vdd73YeI-2BZ2ZZUr4KbE6zM-2FH-2Bhi1Ws9mYsH82avP6FBYm-2F17bbp2fj-2BJS-2FohCbPe-2F5P2RP9HPan62K-2BFw6mOoUwV4zI-3DXLez_geU-2F6PvtY2-2FeR137tfLaaJ72d-2BV2UcT-2FKyonBVpWJHUIaBGq98zjZHrihYo7AIFkouye5NRfw-2FJkYLL1kQz4lutare-2BHKhIixNcNqZCfFzxoYQqd6lotiIbaUISjRKPTTnjfyvwNfAoLbcOy0cKaCMy2hH1LQkdYr4-2BIkrPvlBYQWcHa-2Byth8GVjxB3jqn8LGumETS1tdmCUJwjisBfbnsGoyVoYnkDBZUrnTZRBBUetgvS5Ar6AQsyNtMReyYo1ZxPYtrkdJWTNQE49Dj7gHeGvpucev-2BB2XRuBhrAOAySZud9LD05SFfxivI9sNpF3ZRF3YjE0h5OJ2-2FTg7gOm6fCnQXIlTxMdzhQbG4Wr6iDoK0zDdZ2ASNkeaiWs43uBZX0Y5gX-2FFX3E8xs8lfjaQa6R-2FG1sWeh7CXARClWV42yB4SKo2P3m7QeZ7qupW-2B3M
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https://www.landwatch.com/nevada-land-for-sale/farms-ranches
https://www.landwatch.com/nevada-land-for-sale/farms-ranches


https://www.landwatch.com › montana-land-for-sale

Montana Land for Sale - 7,137 Listings - LandWatch                                                             
Based on recent LandWatch data, Montana ranks eighth in the nation for the combined acreage 
currently for sale in the state. Recent data from LandWatch shows $8 billion of Montana land 
listings for sale. With thousands of properties and rural land for sale in the state, this covers a 
combined 816,011 acres of land for sale in the state.

https://www.landwatch.com › utah-land-for-sale

Utah Land for Sale - 7,181 Listings - LandWatch                                                                                                                 
Browse our Utah land for sale listings, view photos and contact an agent today! ... Flaming 

Gorge Ridge Ranch offers 88.42 acres of productive land, year-round water, and excellent access 
to both agricultural opportunities and outdoor adventure. ... the Rocky Mountains, the Great 

Basin, and the Colorado Plateau. Utah is a center of ...
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday June 14 
 9 am – Noon 
Stewart Gym 

5500 Snyder Ave, Carson City 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 
RSVP by June 3rd -  Free Admission 

Call 775-687-7605 or email snez@dnaa.nv.gov 
(provide name and year(s) attended) 

 
In partnership with the Stewart Father’s Day Powwow and the Department of Native American Affairs,  

and the Nevada Indian Commission 
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Master of Ceremonies: 
Skush Poodry  
(Sac&Fox Nation) 
 
Arena Director – 
Art Martinez 
(Chumash) 
 
Host Hotel: 
Plaza Hotel: 
carsoncityplaza.com 
Code: POWWOW2025 
 

         Host Drums: 
Northern – 

 Sage Point Singers 
Southern – 

Southern Express 
 

Saturday Special: 
Women’s Fancy  

 
Limited dry camping available 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

5500 Snyder Ave, Carson City NV for more information call (775)687-7605 

Free

This event is alcohol & drug free. 
The Stewart Father’s Day Powwow, 

the Nevada Department of Native American Affairs, 
& the State of Nevada are not liable for 

accidents, injuries, or short funded travelers. 
 

Shade set up beings at 3 pm Friday June 13 – Shades set up prior to 3 pm will be taken down 



Igniting IndigenousGuardianship in the Sierra Nevada 

Logo Design by Laura Carroll, Development and Communications Director; 
Conceptualized by Tribal leadership

We are proud to share that, as of May 2025, The Sierra Fund is now Indigenous Futures 
Society. A name that reflects our values, leadership, and the future we are building 
alongside and led by Indigenous communities to catalyze transformative change in the 
Sierra Bioregion for the benefit of all living beings and future generations.

For over two decades, The Sierra Fund (TSF) has been a trusted advocate for 
environmental and community health in California’s Sierra Nevada. Founded with a 
vision of protecting the region’s rich natural and cultural resources, TSF has led efforts in 
environmental health, ecosystem resiliency, mining reform, and policy advocacy.

TSF’s legacy was made possible by the dedication of many — from our early Board of 
Directors to our former leaders, including Elizabeth “Izzy” Martin, Joan Clayburgh, Dr. 
Carrie Monohan, and Shawn Garvey, and others who helped build a foundation of 
integrity, environmental stewardship, and public trust. We extend deep gratitude to 
everyone who shaped TSF’s journey. Read on here for more information about The 
Sierra Fund’s profound legacy that Indigenous Futures Society is proud to be born from.

https://u20976190.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.ATOeN2rS1wyxnvfxgYwMzuGvcmh2mGTVqrdn1tZFqYgMmMhTC6oliKOBSbm0bLFQPRjpIJXxvx4auh7-2FjQevzVUc-2F8OWFls0FsLY8DplkevAcEfjIa-2BnR1KZTcLClzmN3dvB_78Xuty718AiH7rqEpxp86tghkrjooHA8tn8EDwXqvH5BU-2BtAOnRC51aILXavF26054wB9TYBulZ7EkZosXHk-2B4m8CNBLcocNYCmQZgvYY9vkfHdDwjt2h5YQf5ceXmVoc-2F6gQxYoFXJbftekVN059UYNaNOrnOsxbbO2K5tVE1hNsVIKcrj5Bj6KtqCRF-2FJ7T-2FKssTLLd7q1xuPw2-2FsOGYQND5SRVHu2rrSSlF1vKKaFL3iC4FDgFPNO5ZBcnT5-2F37NakGKXTfrzaJMPcxubbWiZ0jTpnnPZc8DCD2RVlxqQ3jmE9PXh3gOCAZzcoDZAteglcdqtiifcNc-2FfN-2BIqhr-2BSALRasVddV11VkUvFwKFeHifA9GZhFSSHKWS1yu9a
https://u20976190.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.ATOeN2rS1wyxnvfxgYwMzuGvcmh2mGTVqrdn1tZFqYgMmMhTC6oliKOBSbm0bLFQn48Gb8zVC6Jp1GOzEuwwRqKxFepLTwnr7eJTk1FBKUM-3DV14O_78Xuty718AiH7rqEpxp86tghkrjooHA8tn8EDwXqvH5BU-2BtAOnRC51aILXavF26054wB9TYBulZ7EkZosXHk-2B4m8CNBLcocNYCmQZgvYY9vkfHdDwjt2h5YQf5ceXmVoc-2F6gQxYoFXJbftekVN059UYNaNOrnOsxbbO2K5tVE1hNsVIKcrj5Bj6KtqCRF-2FJ7T-2FKssTLLd7q1xuPw2-2FsOGYQND5SRVHu2rrSSlF1vKKbkEpbINSV12XDa8imutZaIoukPhADPFyRj40OD4HkoeHQSlLpQoZNiXrj4n2Nf5-2FfSxlmX4N0YtnzJVBTNAX5KAHSvFLN5UW6n5HEUD7J-2BQ-2F5AmkYobDGBOvVekB5Pz4UZwRhKrfnTHne0bFN0lGUp


The Shift to Indigenous Leadership

The Indigenous peoples of the Sierra Nevada bioregion, have since time immemorial 
served as guardians and stewards of the lands, waters and all living beings within this 
sacred territory. Our ancestors have passed down traditional knowledge, cultural 
practices, and governance systems that have sustained these ecosystems and our 
communities for countless generations. We recognize the urgent need to integrate our 
traditional knowledge with technological innovation to address contemporary challenges 
of ecological degradation, climate change, and cultural preservation.   
  
In September 2024, our organization formally transitioned to Indigenous leadership with 
the appointment of Brian Wallace (Washoe/Nisenan) as CEO. This marked a historic 
turning point: the organization’s Board of Directors unanimously and voluntarily voted 
off 5 of its members, and voted on a 75% Indigenous-majority board, and its strategic 
direction was re-centered around Indigenous values, governance, and knowledge systems. 
A re-grounding of our work in the land, languages, and leadership of Native peoples.

Why We Rebranded

With new Indigenous leadership at the helm, we knew we needed a new name and image to 
reflect deep, withstanding Indigeneity in the Sierra. The name Indigenous Futures Society 
and our new logo emerged from conversations of a committee comprised of our Board, staff, 
Tribal community partners, and trusted advisors. It reflects our belief that ecological 
restoration and cultural revitalization are inseparable — and that Indigenous leadership is 
essential to a just and resilient future in the Sierra Nevada.

Our New Visual Identity Honors this Vision:

The Indigenous Futures Society logo tells a layered story — one rooted in ancestral 
knowledge and shaped by a vision for the future. At the heart of the design is the 
merging profiles of an Indigenous person and a bear, symbolizing the sacred 
connection between Indigenous people and the natural world. This union honors both 
deep cultural heritage and forward-looking guardianship, reflecting the very 
purpose of Indigenous Futures Society.  
  
The red shading along the bear’s neck symbolically evokes the flicker of fire — an 
element Brian Wallace, our ICEO, describes as the brother of water. Meanwhile, the 
cascading blue woven through the human’s hair represents flowing water — 
fire’s sister. Together, these elements speak to balance, kinship, and the essential forces 
that shape life and ceremony in Indigenous cosmologies.  
The bear is also a quiet act of rematriation — a reclaiming of the California state 
symbol through an Indigenous lens, restoring meaning to an image too often stripped of 
its cultural context. The “bear dance” being a unifying shared cultural practice of many 
Sierra Indigenous Tribes.  
  
Framing the figures is the moon, reflecting Indigenous sky knowledge, the cycles of 
nature and time, and the passage of generations.



Our New Website Is Live! Welcome to Indigenous Futures Society Online

We’re thrilled to unveil the brand-new Indigenous Futures Society website — a digital home 
that reflects who we are today: an Indigenous-led nonprofit advancing land, water, and cultural 
renewal in the Sierra Nevada.   
  
As you explore our site you will meet our board, staff, and key advisors. You will get to know key 
areas of our work including our Emergency Preparedness and Climate Adaptation, Land and Water 
Guardianship, Cultural Ecologies, and Sierra Nevada Tribal Summit programs. You can also stay 
up to date on our latest news by visiting the link here or by signing up for our eNews.   
  
Coming Soon: The Knowledge Basket – A Resource Hub for Shared Wisdom  
At Indigenous Futures Society, we believe that knowledge is not just information — it is 
relationship, responsibility, and renewal. That’s why we are proud to announce the upcoming 
launch of The Knowledge Basket, our new online Resource Hub designed to support 
Indigenous leadership, ecological stewardship, and cultural revitalization across the Sierra Nevada 
and beyond.  
  
What’s in the Knowledge Basket?  
The Knowledge Basket is a living, digital space where Native communities, partners, and allies 
can access knowledge, information, and resources grounded in Indigenous ways of knowing. Just 
as a woven basket holds food, medicine, and teachings passed from hand to hand, our Knowledge 
Basket is meant to hold wisdom across generations — both ancestral and emerging.  
  
Check back in early Summer to explore and contribute to five interconnected hubs designed for 
and by Indigenous communities:  
  
Grants & Funding  
Current grant opportunities, funding alerts, and application resources curated to support Tribal 
programs, nonprofits, and community projects.  
  
The Red Pages: Native Vendor Directory  
A growing directory of Native-owned businesses, artists, consultants, and service providers — 
centering Tribal economies and ethical contracting.  
  
Events Calendar  
Workshops, gatherings, trainings, and cultural events happening across the region and online — all 
in one place.  
  
Job Board  
Career opportunities in Tribal organizations, environmental justice, cultural stewardship, and 
allied fields.  
  
Resource Library  
Toolkits, templates, articles, policy guides, and multimedia stories that support Indigenous 
governance, TEK, advocacy, and community resilience.  
  
Moving Forward, Together  
This is more than a name change. It’s a continuation of our commitment to place — now with 
renewed purpose, leadership, and belonging. We invite you to join us in supporting Indigenous-led 
pathways for ecological and cultural renewal.  
  
With deep respect and hope for the future,  
The Indigenous Futures Society Team

https://u20976190.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.ATOeN2rS1wyxnvfxgYwMzuGvcmh2mGTVqrdn1tZFqYgMmMhTC6oliKOBSbm0bLFQqj0lUYDZMEi7Zh5zsEbaYn8P2Coa0Vn-2BR-2F-2BfTgWK5h4-3DHpVy_78Xuty718AiH7rqEpxp86tghkrjooHA8tn8EDwXqvH5BU-2BtAOnRC51aILXavF26054wB9TYBulZ7EkZosXHk-2B4m8CNBLcocNYCmQZgvYY9vkfHdDwjt2h5YQf5ceXmVoc-2F6gQxYoFXJbftekVN059UYNaNOrnOsxbbO2K5tVE1hNsVIKcrj5Bj6KtqCRF-2FJ7T-2FKssTLLd7q1xuPw2-2FsOGYQND5SRVHu2rrSSlF1vKKYTsgI2ShylaU0oiflgUTDj-2BoDo3B9w8mHyvCTGtmHMD4Bawem6fGb4VbcOBsmA1wwlirGdoNXGLkXoaWRdUfjAyxi7-2F6zag6KMP0BWJaw-2FkOfeOVG6dpSR0rxqFocMy-2FEujiWZviEIHKtEL8-2FrM1xr
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For information on Stanford Geriatrics, Ethnogeriatrics and Palliative Care 
learning, or other questions, please contact:

VJ Periyakoil, MD, Associate Dean for Research, Stanford University School of Medicine, 
Director, Stanford Aging and Ethnogeriatrics (SAGE) Center, Director, Palliative Care 
Education, and Training,  VA Palo Alto Health Care System 
https://aging.stanford.edu https://geriatrics.stanford.edu Twitter: @palliator

  periyakoil@stanford.edu
Get skills: Cross Cultural Medicine                                                                              
As medicine becomes more complex and specialized by the minute, the communication gulf 
between doctors and their patients is becoming progressively insurmountable. Become skilled in 
providing culturally effective care:

• Download step by step guide to working with medical interpreters.
• Watch the microlecture series on Cross Cultural Medicine

 
American Indian - Description

• Learning Objectives
• Introduction and Overview
• Patterns of Health Risk

Culturally Appropriate Care

• Fund of Knowledge
• Assessment
• Delivery of Care

Access & Utilization

• Needs Vs. Utilization
• Managed Care

Learning Resources/Learning Activities

◦ 1: Historical Events
▪ B.C. to 1799
▪ 1800 to 1849
▪ 1850 to 1899
▪ 1900 to 1949
▪ 1953 to 1969: Policy of Termination and Relocation
▪ 1970s

▪ Short Answer/Essay Questions
▪ 1980s to Present

◦ 2: Cultural Values
◦ 3: Case Study, Dementia

▪ Discussion Questions

https://aging.stanford.edu/
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/
https://twitter.com/palliator
mailto:periyakoil@stanford.edu
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/medical-interpreters.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/category/microlectures/
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/learning_objectives.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/introduction.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/health_risk_patterns.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/cohort-analysis.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/assessment.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/delivery.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/needs-vs-utilization.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/managed_care.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/learning_activities.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/learning_activities/learning_1.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/learning_activities/learning_1/bc_1799.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/learning_activities/learning_1/1800_1849.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/learning_activities/learning_1/1850-to-1899.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/learning_activities/learning_1/1900_1949.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/learning_activities/learning_1/termination_relocation.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/learning_activities/learning_1/1970s.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/student_evaluation/post-test/short_answer.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/learning_activities/learning_1/1980s_present.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/learning_activities/learning_2.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/learning_activities/learning_3.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/learning_activities/learning_3/discussion_questions.html


• Instructional Strategies
• Student Evaluation
• List of References
• Searchable Reference Database
• Suggested Readings
• Multimedia and Community Resources
• Glossary
• Interview Strategies
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https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/student_evaluation.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/american_indian_references.html
https://geriatrics-references.stanford.edu/publications/american-indian
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/suggested_readings.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/ethnomed/american_indian/multimedia_resources.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/culturemed/overview/glossary.html
https://geriatrics.stanford.edu/culturemed/overview/interview_strategies.html

