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Tree in Yemen

A Lake Mead’s worth of water has vanished from the ground

Deadline Extended: NCAI’s VAWA Task Force and UIHI Survey

ONAP Seeks Feedback on Servicing Performing Loans of the Section 184 Program Policy Handbook
“The Last Indian Battle”

HUD Publishes Notice on How Tribes Can Access Discounted Good and Services

Badges and Braves

Secretary Turner announced the return of HUD’s Innovative Housing Showcase - seeks exhibitors
Various Montana related archival documents

Tree in Yemen



A Lake Mead’s worth of water has vanished
from the ground. Could Las Vegas suffer?

Take the Survey

An Arizona State University study has placed a
microscope on groundwater pumping in the

Deadline Extended: NCAI’s VAWA Task Force and UIHI Survey for Related Native Progran

The “Sacred Responsibility: Protecting Our People” survey is intended for Native programs that primarily offer services related to domes
trafficking, or other forms of violence. The survey is a collaboration with Urban Indian Health Institute (UIHI), Alaska Native Women's R
Women's Resource Center, StrongHearts Native Helpline, and Alliance of Tribal Coalitions to End Violence, to better understand the curr
funding cuts to Native Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault/Missing and Murdered Indigenous Persons programs nationwide.

Information gathered will be used to create a report for Congress, the Trump Administration, Tribal Nations, Tribal Organizati
advocate for continued federal funding to uphold treaty and trust responsibilities. This snapshot will offer the very first natiol
Alaska Natives seeking services, number of unmet requests, and the potential impact of federal funding cuts.

Additional information is available on the survey page. Please refer all questions regarding this survey to info@uihi.org.

Survey format precluded being copied here; please see https:
/lredcap.iths.org/surveys/?s=dvLqJS5ryCoBj99T
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OLG INFO 2025-07 - ONAP Seeks Feedback on Chapter Five (Servicing
Performing Loans) of the Section 184 Program Policy Handbook

On June 11th, 2025, the Office of Native American Programs (ONAP) posted draft sections of
the Section 184 Indian Housing Loan Guarantee Program Policy Handbook (Handbook) to the
Office of Loan Guarantee Drafting Table web page. The draft sections discuss servicing
performing loans and change in servicer and holder reporting requirements.

Comments may be submitted by any Section 184 stakeholder, including Tribes, Tribally
Designated Housing Entities, Lenders, Servicers, any entity and individual. Comments must be
submitted using the Draft Handbook Feedback Sheet and emailed to
Section184Comments@hud.gov. The subject line of the email should read “Section 184
Handbook Comments”.

Please note hyperlinks that may appear in the draft chapter are not active. Hyperlinks will be
active when the official version is published.

The deadline to submit feedback is July 3rd, 2025, 11:59 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time. As a
reminder, the draft sections of the Section 184 Policy Handbook are not official Departmental
policy. ONAP appreciates your comments and input towards the modernization of the Section
184 Program.
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The Last Indian Battle 1| Jul 17,2015 | https:/truewestmagazine.com/past-issues/

One of those post-Indian Wars gunﬁghts, almost lost in hlstory occurred in northern Arizona on
November 11, 1899, long after the Indian Wars had ended. For several years the band of Navajo
Chief B’ugoettin had been fighting an undeclared war with local cattlemen over grazing land
north of Flagstaff around Padre Canyon.

It was mostly non-violent. Both sides took turns stealing the others livestock and when a rustler,
Navajo or cowboy, was caught he was roughed up and sent on his way. This time it turned
deadly.

Trouble began few days earlier when a party of Navajos accused Bill Montgomery, a young
“leatherpants” as the Navajos called cowboys, of stealing four of their horses. Montgomery was
employed by rancher William Roden. After roughing him up they turned him loose.

Montgomery went into Flagstaff and persuaded Coconino County deputy Dan Hogan to issue
warrants on the Navajo who beat him up.

On November 11t the two along with one of Roden’s sons and another cowboy rode to the
Navajo camp near the junction of Canyon Diablo and Padre Canyon. A wild gun battle ensued in
which Montgomery, two Navajo were killed and another wounded. The deputy was wounded
slightly and Roden was shot in the groin.



News of the gunfight spread quickly around the country but the federal government delayed
taking action. Fearing a full scale war the citizens of Flagstaff mobilized the militia. Chief
B’ugoettin gathered some 300 heavily armed men and gathered them in the woods around
Flagstaff. For a time it looked like the town might be burned to the ground but cooler heads
prevailed. The Reverend William Johnston convinced the chief to let justice take its course.
Judge Richard Sloan, later governor of Arizona presided. One of the wounded Navajo spoke
eloquently before the court and Johnston’s nine-year-old son Philip acted as interpreter. Sloan
was so impressed the three Navajo on trial were found innocent. The Navajo Reservation by
Executive Order, was granted the disputed rangeland and Johnston was allowed to build a church
on the new acquisition.

Now, the rest of the story: Years later, during World War 11, interpreter Philip Johnston,
convinced the Marine Corps to form the legendary Navajo Code Talkers. The Japanese never
broke their intricate code saving thousands of American lives during the war.

This publication has an extensive archive. If you want to get lost for awhile and observe changes
in how some topics are covered: https://truewestmagazine.com/past-issues/
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HUD Publishes Notice on How Tribes Can Access Discounted Good and Services

HUD has published a Notice on Federal supply sources and other General Services
Administration

(GSA) services available to Tribes and TDHESs carrying out NAHASDA programs. Tribes can
use these resources to get pre-negotiated discounted rates for goods and services currently
offered through Federal supply sources. HUD encourages Tribes and TDHEs to take advantage
of these GSA programs and resources to save on costs when constructing, rehabilitating,
maintaining and operating housing funded under NAHASDA. The Notice can be found here.
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Braves and Badges by John Langellier and Glenwood J. Swanson | Dec 10, 2021

Early American Indian Police played a strong role in the settlement of the
West.

-

P VaA A

Longtime friends to the whites, the Shoshones served as allies, scouts and police in their
Wyoming homeland. All images are from the collection of Glenwood J. Swanson unless
otherwise indicated.


https://truewestmagazine.com/author/langandswansontwmag-com/

Before recorded history, American Indians practiced some form of policing. The Sioux possessed
the most organized tribal police society called the Akicita, also known as warrior societies,
policing societies or whip bearers. Their duties included general social control. They especially
played an active role during the annual hunts, keeping tribal members from starting too early or
making unnecessary noise and controlling stragglers. Once the buffalo hunt ended, they ensured
the equal distribution of meat and probably intervened in discussions of who could claim a
specific kill.

But the Cherokees created the original tribal police force recognizable to Europeans. By 1779
“Regulating Companies” came into being mainly to deal with horse thefts, some by the whites.
In 1808 the Cherokees appointed sheriffs and a group of small companies called the “lighthorse”
who patrolled the villages and enforced the first written code promulgated by an Indian tribe.

“I have appointed a police, whose duty it is to report to me if they know of anything that is
wrong.”

—Thomas Lightfoot, Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1869
The First Indian Police

Nearly a century later, in 1865 at Fort Laramie, some Sioux wishing to remain aloof from
growing conflict with the whites on the Northern Plains, set up camp east of the post. They
received rations “for which, in return, they were to serve as scouts and camp police. Trader
Charles Elliston commanded the paramilitary unit....” During May “some of Elliston’s police
apprehended the Oglalas Two Face and Black Foot,” who the local commander, Col. Thomas
Moonlight of the 11th Kansas Cavalry, subsequently hanged.

By 1869, Thomas Lightfoot, United States Indian agent to the Iowa and the Sac and Fox tribes in
Nebraska, established a federally sponsored Indian police. Agent Lightfoot acted in response to a
major shift in United States policy toward the Indians. Instead of viewing tribal peoples as
sovereign nations, the evolving approach meant the government would engage with Native
people as individuals. In 1869, Commissioner of Indian Affairs Ely S. Parker (U.S. Grant’s chief
The Navajo Police

While policy waxed and waned, Lightfoot and others improvised. For example, in 1872, Agent
William Arny commissioned Navajo police to guard the reservation borders and control cattle-
and horse-rustling, while Special Indian Commissioner for the Navajos Gen. Oliver O. Howard
organized a cavalry of 130 Navajos to guard reservation boundaries, arrest thieves and recover
stolen stock. The force successfully recovered 60 head of stock in three months and continued to
exist despite orders from Washington that it be disbanded.

John Clum Arrives
On February 26, 1874, John P. Clum received an appointment as Indian agent for the White
Mountain Apaches at the San Carlos Reservation. There he was charged with the well-being of



4,500 Apaches. Recently discharged from the U.S. Army Signal Corps in nearby New Mexico,
he arrived at San Carlos on August 8, which, according to his son, Woodworth Clum in Apache
Agent; the Story of John P. Clum, opened “a new era in southwestern Indian affairs.” The 22-
year-old New Yorker “soon demonstrated his innovative character,” although his “cocky”
demeanor alienated many important Army officers who resented Indian Bureau interference into
Arizona matters.

Clum came onto the scene in the wake of the ever-changing approach to settling the “Indian
Question” during another experiment by U.S. Grant’s administration dubbed the “Peace Policy.”
Several different religious denominations assumed operations of various Indian reservations. The
Dutch Reformed Church took on responsibilities for San Carlos, which resulted in the need for a
new agent.

Despite “no experience with Indian affairs, based on recommendations of former classmates at
Rutgers College, Clum accepted a commission from the church, which also supported his alma
mater. His knowledge of the Southwest was limited to a three-year stint” taking meteorological
observations in Santa Fe.

Clum travelled to Tucson and from there to the agency. According to Clum’s son, wise heads in
that community advised him not to go to San Carlos, warning “Better go back to the farm and
save your money as well as your scalp.” He answered, “The Government is paying my traveling
expenses so I cannot lose any money by going to San Carlos, and having no hair, I cannot very
well lose my scalp.”

When Clum arrived, he was not pleased by what he saw: “Of all the desolate, isolated human
habitations! Wikiups [sic], covered with brush and grass, old blankets, or deerskins, smoky,
smelly. Lean dogs, mangy, inert. A few Apaches strolling around as wild and vicious as the
inmates of an old folks’ home!” The agency office consisted of adobe chinked between small
poles. The same poles served as the roof with dried grass as a covering.

Fortunately, Clum was not easily frightened, otherwise he might have resigned after he was
shown where an agency employee was stabbed to death, another location by the Indian trader’s
store where 5th U.S. Cavalry Ist Lt. Jacob Almy met his death on May 27, 1873, and a third spot
where two teamsters were murdered —all by reservation Apaches.

The next morning five Apaches brought a gunny sack into Clum’s office which contained the
head of an Indian renegade, an instigator of a recent outbreak. General George Crook, a major
proponent of deploying Indian scouts as part of his strike force against Geronimo, had told them
they could only return to the agency if they brought in the man. They had not been able to bring
him in alive, and could not carry the body, so they brought the head!

Impressed with Clum’s progress, in 1878, the U.S. Congress approved $30,000 for the
employment of 430 privates and 50 officers at various agencies in the West. In 1880,
appropriations provided for 480 Indian police; but in 1881, 49 of 68 agencies had Indian police.
Nevertheless, in its 1883 session Congress authorized 1,000 privates and 100 officers.

The rest is history. Tribal police remain a vital part of life on reservations to this day.



John Langellier provided this abbreviated excerpt from a work in progress— Indian Scouts,
Police, Judges, and Soldiers, based on preliminary efforts by the late Glen Swanson.

The following pictures may be seen at https://truewestmagazine.com/article/braves-and-
badges/

By the turn of the century Sioux police at Pine Ridge could stand tall and compete with
counterparts in many metropolitan precincts of the era.

In 1878, at the end of the Sioux War, Valentine T. McGillycuddy, the agent at Pine Ridge,
decided to organize a police department, appointing Man Who Carries the Sword (Mi-wa-kan-
yu-ha-la) aka Sword or George Sword (center in uniform) as captain and had him recruit 50
warriors for his force. He rose to captain of the police force on his reservation because of his
leadership skills and the respect of his people. Later, Sword temporarily headed up the police for
Buffalo Bill’s Wild West.

of staff at the end of the Civil War) expressed this view when he urged an end to treaty-making.

Capt George Sword Pine Ridge (two pics)

Indian policemen began to wear badges much like their counterparts in other law enforcement
agencies. This copy was based on an original belonging to Henry Bullhead.

In fact, although they were effective and served as a model for others to follow, the Navajo units
were disbanded by the Department of the Interior partly because they lacked official funding or
approval. A similar, long-lasting initiative, however, took root among the Apaches in Arizona.

Sometimes erroneously known as the “sole survivor of Custer’s Last Stand,” Crow scout Curly
(standing) later became a policeman, a not uncommon transition for men from many
reservations.

Although other American Indians have served as police officers since the 1860s, John Clum, the
agent to the Apaches at San Carlos, made much of his establishment of such a force at that
reservation during the 1870s, intimating that he pioneered the concept. Courtesy Cowan’s
Auctions

Fast Horse signed on to the Pine Ridge Indian Police on June 2, 1882, and remained on the rolls
for years thereafter as indicated by this portrait taken in the 1890s. Demonstrating the close
connection between scouts and police, Fast Horse wears the regulation uniform prescribed by the
U.S. Army in 1890 for Indian scouts.

Under Quanah Parker and other fierce fighters, the Comanches, dubbed Lords of the Plains, ruled
their vast empire. When they made peace, a number of former warriors became competent
policemen.

Given the size, remoteness and rugged terrain of many reservations, such as Pine Ridge, horses
often played a role in maintaining law and order.
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The Akimel O’odhams, or Akimel O’othams, had long been referred to as the Pimas. These
residents of central and southern Arizona farmed extensively, living in settled villages where
police helped maintain order.

The Ojibwas or Chippewas lived mostly in Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota and
Ontario. At many of these locales members of the group provided law enforcement for their
people.

Renowned photographer Edward Curtis produced an incredible portrait of a Navajo policeman.
Today, Navajo Nation law enforcement officers carry on a long tradition, while their fictional
counterparts remain the mainstay of novelists Tony Hillerman and Anne Hillerman. Courtesy
Library of Congress

This 1890 photograph of Black Dog, a member of the Sioux police at Pine Ridge, South Dakota,
reveals the lack of uniformity typical among tribal law enforcement members. For instance, he
has pinned his badge on a surplus U.S. Army five-button blouse with first sergeant chevrons as
well as added military fur gauntlets and cap plus a fanciful neckerchief. He holds a
Springfield 45 caliber rifle, while his holster flap is opened to expose the grips of his Remington
nickel-plated revolver.

Perhaps best known for their heroic 1877 exodus under Chief Joseph and other leaders, later in
the century, the Nez Perce tribe was among the many Native groups to have a police force.
Courtesy Phil Spangenberger Collection

Some of his neighbors near the Standing Rock Lakota Reservation in North Dakota often called
this member of the local police force “Medicine Joe.”

Middle Bull wears sergeant chevrons on a surplus U.S. Army five-button blouse indicative of the
paramilitary nature of law enforcement on the Standing Rock Lakota Reservation in South
Dakota in the late 1800s and early 1900s.

Indian police officers stood with a group of women in front of their homes at Big Foot’s village
in 1890. John C.H. Grabill, Courtesy Library of Congress

During the Ghost Dance in South Dakota, policemen were sent to arrest Sitting Bull. While he
was being taken into custody, the officers were attacked by angered Sioux Indians, and a half
dozen officers, including Lieutenant Bullhead (seen here), died in the violent aftermath.
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Montana Indian reservations map [poster] : food preservation and storage
by montana. office of public instruction
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HUD is Seeking Exhibitors for the Innovative Housing Showcase

May 30th, Secretary Scott Turner announced the return of HUD’s Innovative Housing
Showcase from September 6t — 10th to the National Mall in Washington, D.C. Previously, the
Innovative Housing Showcase was scheduled to take place May 30th — June 1st. This year’s
showcase will highlight history-defining events in housing, the pride of achieving the American
Dream of homeownership, and the future of housing innovation, in accordance with President
Trump’s Executive Order (EO) celebrating America’s 250t Birthday.

HUD is seeking exhibitors for the showcase. More information about the requirements can be
found here. HUD will announce finalized exhibitors and programming related to the Showcase
in the coming months.

For more details in the weeks to come, see the Innovative Housing Showcase website.
Interested media should reach out to HUDPressOffice@HUD.gov. Proposals will be accepted
and reviewed on a rolling basis until August 1, 2025, or until HUD reaches capacity for exhibitor
space on the National Mall, whichever comes sooner. HUD encourages early submission of
proposals.

Established by EO, the Salute to America 250 Task Force will execute a year of celebratory
festivities beginning Memorial Day, May 26, 2025, to the anniversary of the proclamation of the
Declaration of Independence on July 4, 2026.

The annual public event raises awareness of innovative and affordable housing designs and
technologies that have the potential to increase housing supply, reduce barriers to construction,
and build for stability while reducing housing expenses for owners and renters. Interactive
exhibits will include full-sized prototype homes and innovative building technologies.

In addition to the exhibits, visitors will have the chance to attend expert-led discussions,
workshops, and live demonstrations that address defining moments in the history of housing, as
well as affordability and resilience in the future of housing. This is a family-friendly event, open
to the public. More than 5,000 people, including policymakers, housing industry representatives,
media, and the public, are expected to attend.

Missionary Research Library pamphlets
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Guinda Indian School.
by guinda indian industrial school
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Montana Indian reservations
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The Library of Congress

Metalliferous minerals on Indian reservations : hearings ..
by united states. congress. senate. committee on indian affairs

Montana State Library
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Study on termination of Federal supervision on Indian reservations:

by governors' interstate indian council
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